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ARAB MONET RY FUND PRESIDENT CRITICIZES U.S. ASSET FREEZE 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD AL-USBU'I in Arabic 24 Jan 80 p 2 


[Article: “America's Freezing of Foreign Assets Constitutes a Dangerous 
Internetional Precedent") 


[Text] It is necessary to obtain guarantees for protecting Arab assets 
in foreign countries and against having them frozen. 





The Arab Monetary Fund has asserted that international financial stability 
has been subjected to a shock due to the step America took concerning the 
freezing of some assets, deposits and investments in American banks. 


Dr Jawad Hashim, president of the Arab Monetary Fund, said in a statement 
to the press yesterday that this decision constitutes a dangerous precedent 
in the field of international financial and monetary relations. He said 
that the Fund has already studied the dimensions of this dangerous prece- 
dent which was created by the American decision to freeze some of the for- 
eign assets and investments in American banks in the United States and in 
branches of these banks outside the United States. 


He said that “we are studying these dimensions, with a desire on our part 
to achieve the necessary stability for the growth of international finan- 
cial and monetary relations. The purpose is to arrive at financial and 
legal means that would render remote the possibility of applying this 
dangerous precedent to Arab assets and deposits in advanced industrial 
countries and in international financial and monetary markets generally." 


He made it clear that the Fund is naturally concerned about this matter, 
because it has liquid deposits invested in numerous American banks and 
their branches in foreign countries. 


Here is the text of the statement: 


The Arab Monetary Fund, in its capacity as a regional monetary organiza- 
tion, is inevitably interested in the stability of international financial 
and monetary relations. This stability is the chief guarantee and basic 











condition for the development of investment operations and the investment 
of international money, as well as for the development and encouragement 
of international trade among the countries and areas of the world. 


[In order to achieve this financial and monetary stability, there must 
predominate an atmosphere of trust and confidence between the countries 
that possess assets, deposits and investments in foreign countries, and 
the foreign countries in which these assets are located. Likewise, there 
should be the greatest possible amount of confidence in the foreign banks 
into which investing countries and regions deposit their assets. Thore 

is no doubt that this international financial stability has been subjected 
to a severe shock due to the step America took in freezing some assets, 
deposits and investments in American banks. This step was the one taken 
last November. 


Whatever the circumstances under which this decision was made, it has come to 
constitute a dangerous precedent in the realm of international financial 
and monetary relations. Thus, it has become possible, for any emergency 
ceason in political relations between countries owning the assets and 
countries in which these assets are invested, for the former to find that 
their assets have been frozen, with all of the consequences resulting from 
such action in terms of weakening of their capability to meet the needs 

of economic growth and achieve prosperity for their inhabitants. This will 
{increase economic problems, especially if the depositor country is one of 
the developing nations. Another consequence of the action of freezing 
assets is paralysis of the countries owning the assets in meeting and deal- 
ing with their financial commitments and debts, which puts them in the 
position of lagging behind in paying debts owed to others. This is a 
matter which leads to a series of actions and reactions which, in the 
final analysis, result in an increase in international financial and mone- 
tary problems imposed upon the countries owning the assets. 


In the face of all this, it is only natural that we, of the Arab Monetary 
Fund, are interested in studying all the grim dimensions of this dangerous 
precedent which was created by the American decision to freeze some of the 
foreign investments and assets invested in the United States, especially 
those assets invested in American banks inside the United States and in 
branches of these banks outside American territory. The fact is that we 
are studying these dimensions, with a desire on our part to achieve the 
necessary stability for the growth of international financial and monetary 
relations. The purpose is to arrive at financial and legal means that 
would render remote the possibility of applying this dangerous precedent 
in the case of Arab assets and deposits invested in advanced industrial 
countries and in international financial and monetary markets generally. 


Naturally, we of the Arab Monetary Fund are concerned about all this since 
the Fund itself has liquid deposits invested in numerous American banks 
and their branches in foreign countries. The Arab region as a whole, 
which the Fund operates in behalf of, is a region which possesses assets, 








deposits and investments in other areas of the world. Great amounts of 
these are invested in American banks and their branches in foreign coun- 
tries. 


The fact is that the attitude of some of these American banks has sha. «. 
[our] confidence and trust in them, especially with regard to the future. 
These banks have shown that, when necessary, they can be converted into 
agencies which apply, with regard to countries owning assets, all the 
measures of freezing assets which have been taken under the influence of 
factors and causes which are quite remote from the economic and financial 
considerations according to which banks are supposed to operate. The 
thing that has seriously undermined confidence in American banks which 
play this role is the fact that even their branches in Europe have shown 
that they also are capable of applying, when necessary, American decisions 
to freeze foreign assets which have been deposited in these branches in 
the European countries. Thereby, they violate the sovereignty of the 
countries of Europe and the sovereignty of European laws on European terri- 


tory. 


From the beginning, we in the Arab Monetary Fund have been aware of the 
danger of this precedent for international monetary stability and interna- 
tional financial and monetary relations. But we have preferred not to 
state this openly until we have had a chance to undertake a thorough study 
of the repercussions that could result from this precedent, especially 
with regard to our region whose assets deposited in foreign banks repre- 
sent the most significant percentage of the total of these international 
assets. 


In spite of the fact that our experts in the Arab Monetary Fund have al- 
ready analyzed and defined many of the aspects concerning this precedent, 
we have still found it necessary to hold a symposium to study the matter 
in all of its dimensions--financial, economic, and legal. We wish to have 
the elite Arab and non-Arab financial and economics experts and interna- 
tional specialists participate in this symposium, in order to discover 
means of guaranteeing the non-application of this dangerous precedent with 
regard to the Arab world. Our experts in the Fund have suggestions for a 
number of means of a financial and monetary nature that could be made use 
of in this regard. But in spite of this, we feel that it is necessary 
that a study of the matter be carried out by the elite from among the most 
prominent economics experts and international specialists, so that a sug- 
gestion of these means will express learned international opinion from 
all areas of the world. 


Without wanting to anticipate the result of this international symposiun, 
we feel that it is necessary to ratify an international agreement accord- 
ing to which the advanced countries would be obligated to guarantee and 
not to freeze all Arab investments, deposits and assets invested in them. 
They would also be obligated to transfer these investments and their 
profits to the countries which own them, according to normal commercial 




















rules and principles. An agreement such as this will lead to the creation 
of definite rules in international law, according to which the strong ad- 
vanced countries, their banks, and all their financial agencies, will be 
obligated to respect the financial rights of others and not to violate 
chem. We consider this to be among the main factors itor promoting the 
stability of international financial and monetary relations, as well as 
for strengthening confidence in American banks and non-American banks. 
This would be one of the ways to get out of the condition of turbulence 
which has jolted this stability and weakened this confidence, and which, 
if it continues, could have evil effects on the international economy. 


9468 
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INTERARAB AFFAIRS 


LEGACY OF TRIBAL FANATICISM SEEN HURTING ARAB UNITY 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD AL-USBU'I in Arabic 10 Jan 80 p 10 


[Article by ‘Adi] al-Rashid: ‘Tribal Fanaticism and Its Effect on the 
Arabe"] 


[Excerpts] One of the +«ociai phenomena worthy of attention and study in 
our Arab society is ti). shenomenon of tribal fanaticism which is believed 
to constitute the foca. of the thinking and behavior of the Arabs 
throughout the course of history, be it on an individual or group level. 
In spite of the importance of this characteristic and its strong effect 
on the development of the way of thinking and behavior of the Arabs, it 
has not been given the degree of attention required to adequately analyze 
it, and learn how it grew, how deep are its historic roots, and how it 
affects the present and the future of the Arab person. 


I do not mean to disregard what many scholars have undertaken in the way 

of research and investigation concerning the origins and nature of this 
phenomenon. However, most of these studies were basically induced by 
academic interest rather than analytical motives which take the long view 
of present and future reality. This does not deny the existence of studies 
in which the researchers managed to depart from the traditional academic 
approach and direct their attention to the necessity of making a compre- 
hensive study of the nature, origins, present-day reality, and future 
repercussions of this phenomenon on Arab society. 


In the field of general socio-anthropolegical studies, many studies have 
been made by Western scholars who are interested in the life of societies 
of a primitive nature. They conducted their studies on tribal societies 
from different parts of the world. They set certain hypotheses which they 
tested. Then they formulated overall generalizations concerning them. 
They used some of the methods and procedures followed in social studies 
to become acquainted with everything surrounding the life of tribal soci- 
eties and to analyze these societies according to the parameters they set 
for their studies. They gathered data by means of observation through 
the type of participation which allowed the scholars to become members 

of the group being studied. This enabled them to record customs, tradi- 
tions, and folkways followed. They also used interviews as a means of 








collecting data from elderly people and those who were well-versed in the 
traditions of their societies. 


Among the most prominent of these echolarea are Radcliff Brown, Malinoveky, 
Redfield, and others. With their etudies in the field, they contributed 
to the enrichment of the heritage of sociological thought, and introduced 
to it 4 new socto-anthropological direction. Thies they did through thet: 
numerous fruitful etudtes conducted in some of the third world countries 
on some [non-cohesive) societies characterized by a tribal style of life. 
If we were to examine moet of the anthropological etudies of this type 
done by Western scholars, we would find that they followed one of two 
trends: the structural trend of analysis, on the basis that the structure 
of society iteelf is the basis of the study, or the cultural trend which 
aime at considering society's culture as the object of the study. 


Hlowever, one thing noticeable is that most of these studies agree that the 
most important sources of the social change which these societies have 
undergone are to be found in the foreign influences to which they have been 
subjected, and not in the nature of the social structure of these societies. 
These influences take the form of exposure of the tribal societies to an 
outeide culture which leads to a shake-up and change of the tribal society. 


The West has devoted many studies to gaining an understanding of backward 
societies, which are called developing societies, in order to discover 
the channels through which it can penetrate and dominate these societies. 


Por this reason, many of the liberation movements which have emerged in 
some of the developing societies ave become aware of imperialist policies 
which aim at maintaining these societies’ dependence on foreign culture. 
They became concerned over this vital iesue and sought to confront these 
policies and shake off the climate of ignorance in which they lived. Thus, 
they set up study and research centers which have made modest contributions. 
However, thie effort is still considered to be in ite infancy, although 
some countries have pureved it for quite some time. 


What Ie Tribal Panaticien? 


After thie quick review of the general situation of socio-anthropological 
studies and the most important trends they have followed, we can take up 
the topic of tribal fanaticiem in the Arab world in term of its essence, 
ite lawe, its punishments, and the most important legacies which this 
phenomenon has bequeathed to the real life of contemporary Arabs. 


In his book “Tribal Law in the Arab World,” Prof Paruq al-Kaylani defines 

tribal solidarity as “the bond which holds the members of a tribe together, 
and determines the obligations of eac. to the others.... The basis 
of tribal solidarity is defending to the aid of one's kinfolk.” 








famous work "Al-Mugaddamah [Introduction to History)," saying that “it 


o 











involves @utual assistance and defense and pride in an enemy's fear of 
then," 


The power of tribal solidarity is evident in the importance of the family 
ae the basic social unit which takes © ce of the various needs of the 
individual, be they educational, religious, or economic. The family as- 
eumes all the taske that other social inetitutions undertake in modern 
society. It inetille ite social and epiritual values in ite individual 
members and trains them to behave according to ite customs and traditions. 
The individual grows up in an atmosph: re of tsolated solidarity and knows 
what to expect within the limite of | « ‘ami)lv. ‘rom which he draws every~ 
thing he learns in life. 


This functional importance of the fe. ves cother important factor, 
namely ite role of determining the © aad role of the individual in 
society, based on the position of the family in society and the family's 
ancestral origins. 


Many geneological, sovial, and psychological studies agree that tribaliem 
does not appear in a person when he is born. It begins as a result of 
his education as to the beliefs, trends, and values adhered to by the so- 
cial unit he belongs to. Hatred of individuals for others is nothing more 
than a reflection of the social and cultural conditions which predominate 
in a particular social environment. 


Many socio-psychological studies have proven that an individual is not 
born with the character and disposition thet he possesses, but rather that 
he becomes this way by means of his upbringing and assimilation into his 
prevailing social reality. Thus, tribal fanaticiem basically arises from 
the nature of an existing reality and everything it involves by way of 
values that justify and consecrate ite social existence. 


The extension of this tribal fanaticiem, ite survival in the practices 

and behavior of the individual and the group, and the development of the 
attitude “we,” are all a result of psychological and social factors which 
are assimilated in the individual's personality. This sense of fanaticicsa 
is due in part to the feeling of peace and security of the individual with- 
in his group. it is aleo due to the conviction of the individual that 
tribal solidarity and seclusion are both natural and inevit. le. 


Pactore Which Unite Tribes, and Pactore Which Divide Them 


These [conflicting factors) can be noticed in individual local Arab com 
munities, demonstrating the deep-rootedness of tribal fanaticism in the 
Arab person. They are a result of the values and custome the member of 
an individual Arab community acquires, on one hand, and the effect of 
waves of migration on some Arab societies, on the other. Thus, fierce 
conflicts arise between members of various ancestral origins. We see an 
example of this among the Local societies of the Arabian Gulf, in the 
latent incompatibilities between individual societies, as well as the 








incompatibilities between these societies and the various (foreign) com 
munities now living in the area, 


Blood ties are the basie of tribaliem, and are the firm motivation for 
aticking together and being firmly united. However, because of the nature 
of the environment in which the tribal families live, and the types of 
hardship and conflict of their difficult life, various tribal families 

my make alliances in order to deal with these challenges. Some of the 
Clans or tribes might merge with each other in order to become a single 
tribe. Nevertheless, the individual clans remain independent with respect 
to each other, in spite of the single political unit which joins them 


together. 


Some sociologists, describe one aspect of tribaliem as a race leading to 
conflict when the traditions of one group are subjected to assimilation 
with those of another. This can give rise to symptoms of disturbed 
personalities and the emergence of "illness" within the group. It causes 
many individuals to exaggerate their fanatical loyalty to their group. 
And it gives birth to the spirit of rebelliousness and lack of subordina- 
tion to others, be it to other clans within the tribe, to other tribes, 
or even to the government. History telle us of many rebellions by clans 
and tribes in the Arab world, such as the rebellions in al-Kurah and 
Jordan and the rebellion of the Kurdish tribes in Iraq over a period of 


many years. 
Law and Punishment in Tribal Societies 


Law and punishment in tribal societies in the Arab world is relative. 
This is due to a number of considerations, the most important of which 
are the identities of the perpetrator and the victim of the crime, their 
social rank, and the applicability of legislation to class structure and 
economic interests. Custom ie considered to be the primary source of 
legislation in tribal societies. It does not arise as a result of the 
labor of an individual, but emerges basically step by step from the 
spontrneous will of the masses and through the repetition of actions 
taken in similar circumstances. For any action to become part of cus- 
tomary law and to take ite place in the sequence of legal principles, 

it has to have a general, universal quality. Each branch of a tribe may 
have ite own customary law on which it bases its judgments and punish- 
ments. Usually, the customary lew is ancient, with ite roots extending 
far back into the history of the tribe. It is obligatory for all indi- 
viduals to obey it, because it emanates from higher authorities in the 
tribal society who have inherited it from their forebears. 


General Punishments and Individual Punishments 
Punishments in the tribal system is divided into general punishments and 


individual punishments. The general punishments are the ones which em- 
brace a number of clans, subtribes, or groups in a large tribe. Usually, 








they are applied to all members of a group, regardless of family or 

clan [statue]. This type of punishment is characterised by ite permanence 
and duration, due to the large area over which it is applied. As to indi- 
vidual punishment, it is applied to individual members of a single group 
of a tribe. 


Religion is regarded as a basic factor which affects everything in the 
life of the tribe, including law. Therefore, religion affects the vari- 
ous principles and doctrines of the law. Thus, the laws of Arab tribes 
in the Arab world derived their principles from customary law and from 
divine direction. This is still so in many of them. However, the situa~ 
tion changed somewhat when governments intervened and legislated many 
tribal practices and subjected these tribes to new rules and precepts at 
variance with the previous principles that were fundamentally based on 
customary law. In 1958, both the Syrian and Iraqi governments abolished 
tribal law. They were followed by a number of Arab governments which 
proceeded to regulate these tribal legal principles. One thing worth 
mentioning is that it was British Colonialism which undertook legislation 
of tribal law in the Arab countries that were under British occupation. 
They did this in order to serve their own purposes and to execute their 
policy aimed at implanting emall and weak tribal entities. 





The Legacies of Tribaliem and Vendettas 


It now remains for us to direct our attention to the influences of this 
tendency on the Arabs until the present day. 


Life in tribal societies, with all the values, beliefs, and behavioral 
patterns, sanctified the domination of the collective spirit to a degree 
which caused the individual to lose his feeling of relative independence. 
In the realm of punishwents in tribal life, we find that it also takes 

on a collective form. /éunishment could be meted out to the offender and 
hie relatives to the fifth degree. This is something that exposes many 
innocent people to punishment when they have committed no crime. This 
can be seen in the execution of the punishment of banishment, which allows 
banishment from the tribe of the offender and his relatives to the fifth 
degree. It can also be seen in punishment meted in crimes of honor. Here, 
the offender has to offer the victim or this family a number of women com- 
mensurate with the loss or damage suffered by the aggrieved party. Thus, 
women are considered to be like any other possession which is offered to 
the victim as compensation. 





One grave phenomenon which used to dominate tribal societies in the Arab 
world, and which threatened them with catastrophes, was the phenomenon of 
vendettas as a means of retribution and restoring honor to the tribe. 
Vengeance was not carried out for the purposes of deterrence or for the 
sake of establishing justice or peace in society. It was basically aimed 
at punishing the murderer on the principle of eye for an eye, without tak- 
ing into consideration the circumstances of the case, its possible reper- 
cussions, or the fact that punishment might lead to blood vendettas between 





kine’ unite of clans or gribes in general. This phenomenon continues to 
exist in a number of contemporary tribal societies in the Arab world. We 
find it, for example, among some of the Arab tribes in Egypt. it legiti- 
mises social hatreds and epreade tllewill and social disintegration. 


Regional Strife and Boasting of One's Lineage 


in spite of the direct intervention of Arab governments in the affaires of 
the tribes, in apite of their attempts to protect the individual and to 
provide him with security and stability, removed from tribalistic ha.reds, 
and in epite of abolition of a lot of the tribal legislation, the danger 
of tribal fanaticiem has not been contained within traditional tribal 
life. Rather, it has spread to modern Arab societies. But it has assumed 
a modified form, in keeping with modern social and geographic conditions 
which differ from those of societies of the past. 


Pride in, and boasting about, one's noble descent and lineage, and hostile 
feelings toward other tribes, are some of the major characteristics of 
tribaliem which have taken root in the souls of Arab individuals. We 
clearly see this in the psychology of the Arabs today, except that these 
characteristics have appeared under a new guise. They have developed 

from bragging about one's tribe, and intolerance toward other tribes, into 
regional conflict and sectarian fanaticiem. These characteristics have 
aseumed serious proportions in the Arab world, especially after the set- 
bacis of Arab nationaliem and the growth of regionalism since the early 
70's. This has made the Arabs easier prey of a spreading spirit of sepa-~ 
ratiem among them, and has prevented them from progressing and becoming 
more powerful. This is something that the Arab man-in-the-street can 
clearly see in the Arab world's present situation. 


Islam Rejects Tribal Fanaticiem and Prohibits Individual Vendettas 


In order to complete our presentation of the subject and in a desire to 
be comprehensive in this discussion, it is very appropriate for us to 
direct our attention to Islam's point of view on tribal fanaticism and 
the manner in which the Moslem leaders dealt with its consequences. 


islam made ite appearance in a social situation which was dominated by 
zealous tribaliem and in which life was governed to a rigid, closed value 
system. Then came Islam, with progressive principles which aimed at re- 
formulating the system of prevailing spiritual and social values, accord- 
ing to new principles which sanctified the equality of human beings in 
the eyes of their Creator. 


For this reason, from the beginning of its revolutionary explosion, Islam 
rejected tribaliem in every sense of the word, and decided to prohibit 
the principle of rivalry for superior position based on noble descent and 
lineage. In ite place, Islam instituted the principle of rivalry for 
superior position based on piety and good deeds. 
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[alam abolished legal proceedings of pre-Islamic times and recourse to 
tribes and clans whenever evil deeds occurred. It eliminated and thwarted 
the bloodshed of pre-Islamic times. It eliminated individual vendettas, 
and established the infliction of punishment as a prerogative of the state 
rather than ae a right possessed by the individual. It also eliminated 
the principle of giving preference to people on the basis of their racial 
Origins, whether or not they are high-born or of humble status, slaves or 
free men, men or women. 


Thus, the attitude of Islam toward tribaliem has been from the very begin- 
ning one of rejection and prohibition. Therefore, this revolution should 
have continued, But progress along this course was not to be. Tribal 
fanaticism has continued to be a force, possessing frustrating effective- 
ness throughout the stages of Islamic times. It has come back and is hav- 
ing an even greater effect on people's minds. This is not a matter of a 
particular time or a particular place, but rather it extends to include 
almost all the phases of Islamic history, and all the areas which were 
conquered by the Moslems. 


In the days of the Noble Prophet, in spite of his clear and openly ex- 
pressed attitude toward this tendency, and in spite of the fact that he 
always rejected and disapproved of it, tribal fanaticism continued to 

exist in the hearts of many Moslems in those days. Many events tell us 

of disputes caused by extreme tribal fanaticism which nearly unleashed 
civil strife and conflicts, were it not for the wisdom and experience of 
the leaders, as well as their ability to contain events and put out the 
fires of discord. One of the most important phenomena of tribal fanaticism 
at that time was that the tribes and clans challenged and provoked each 
other, such as the disputes that occurred between the Meccans migrated with 
Muhammad aad his followers in Medina. 


Tribal fanaticism spread to the point of taking roots under the first four 
Caliphs, in spite of these caliphs’ desire to plant the seeds of Islamic 
awareness which called for equality among Moslems and for recognition of 
excellence on the basis of piety, not on the basis of tribalism and ances~- 
tral origins. 


It should be mentioned that tribal fanaticism is a great social force and 
that any method of changing it will not succeed within a short period of 
time. This is because it is deeply-rooted in the psychology of the Arabs, 
and has penetrated to the depths of their souls. The process of changing 
it will require a long time, even if it is undertaken under the patronage 
of regimes and ideologies which are very strong. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARABS SET UP LLOYD'S RIVAL 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 26 Apr 80 p 7 
[Article by Michael Becket] 


[Text] Arab countries have set up a giant reinsurance organisation to com- 
pete with Lloyd's for business. A $3,000 million syndicate funded by Kuwait, 
Libya, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar will be based in Bahrain. 


This massive assault from the east on Lloyd's insurance market follows an 
attack from the west--the New York Insurance Exchange started last month 
on a capital of some $40 million and is also intended to be competition 
for the London Market. 


Kuwait finance minister Abdel Rahman al-Atiqi said the agreement for the 
new arrangement will be signed on Saturday. The scheme comes hard on the 
heels of another Arab insurance initiative intended tomake inroads into 
Western control of the market. 


Last year Lloyd's announced that it was designating the Gulf area @ war zone. 
That would allow underwriters to charge an extra premium for the risks 
arising from Palestine Liberation Organisation terrorists, and the problem 

of Iran. 


Although the decision came after over a year of warnings from the United 
States authorities and was not mandatory, Arab countries took it as a 
personal affront. 


They set up a joint marine war risks syndicate with representatives from 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Iran. 


The initiatives come at a bad moment for the insurance world. There is a 
general overcapacity which had depressed rates for over a year. 


And the marine insurance market has been hit not only by this competitive 
rates cutting but also by a high and accelerating level of ship losses. 


CSO: 4820 
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NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ALGERLAN-MAURITANLAN PACT--A cooperation agreement in the area of posts 
and telecommunications was signed Thursday by Mr Ahmedsalem 0. Sidi, 
minister of culture, information and telecommunications, who has been 
visiting Algeria since last Monday, and by his counterpart from the sister 
republic of Algeria, Mr Mohamed el-Hadj Zerguini. [Text] [Nouakchott 
CHAAB in French 8-9 Mar 80 p 1] 11936 





CSO: 4400 





13 








AFGHAN [STAN 


GIANT SOVLET BASE THREATENED 3Y REBELS 
Kavachi DAWN in English 7 May 80 pp 1, 2 


Text) New Delhi, 6 May--The security of a major Soviet airbase in Afghani- 
stan faces a potential threat by rebel tribesmen and Afghan Army defectors 
who skilfully carried out one of the new lar *-scale guerrilla operations 
last month. 


The Russian-manned Bagram base is located at the mouth of Panjsher Valley 
where an insurgent force destroyed much of an armoured column, said an Af- 
ghan source, a native of Panjsher, quoting a participant of the battle; the 
report independently corroborated by other reliable informants here. All 
declined to be identified. 


As reported earlier, more than 100 Soviet troops were killed, including the 
commanding officer, and 38 captured alive during the mid-April battle in 
the winding, narrow valley, about 15 kilometres north of Kabul. 


Residents of the Panjsher Valley were among the first Afghans to revolt 
against the pro-Moscow regime in Kabul, following April 27, 1978, coup 
which brought it to power. The operation was planned to take revenge for 
the arrest of a revered rebel chief named Abdul Majid Kalakani. 


The victory was attributed in large part to Afghan defectors from the Rus- 
sian Kotre garrison, 37 kilometres southwest of Bagram airbase, whose se- 
curity was entrusted to the well-equipped Afghan garrison, Brigadier Ahmed 
Shah, stripping his post of arms and other equipment, united his troops 
with the Panjsher area rebels. [Sentence as received] 


Meanwhile, no further word has been received from Kabul about Afghanistan's 
national field hockey team reportedly massacred on a highway near the north- 
ern city of Kunduz. Most of the 18-member team was feared killed by rebels 
on their return from competition in the Soviet Union. 


The reported rebel success at Panjsher was attributed in large part to 
shoulder-fired anti-tank missiles, used by Afghan troops which had defected 
in March from the Hussain Kotre garrison, (157) kilometres north of Kabul. 
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Panjeher Battle 


The insurgent forces carried out a traditional Afghan guerrilla strategy 
reminiscent of that against British troops during two 19th century wars. 
This ie the account of the battle. 


It called for only minimal resistance against the advancing Soviet column, 
so as to lure it deeper into the winding, narrow valley, through which a 
single-lane gravel and dirt road runs. High craggy mountains are on both 
sides of the tract, providing good cover for guerrilla snipers. 


Beginning at the end of Marach (CQ), the Russian force moved through the 
80-kilometer-long valley, meeting only small resistance and over a 25-day 
period captured the town of Rokha, then the next village, Bazarak. 


Afghan troops led the Soviet column which arrived at the end of the valley 
on April 19; when rebel snipers began their ambush, with the traditional 
Muslim battle cry “Allaho Akbar (God is Great), the Afghan soldiers refused 


to fight. 


When Russian armoured vehicles opened fire on the mutiny'ng Afghan infantry 
unit, the Afghans returned fire. 


During three days of fighting, the Russian Kotre garrison members knocked 
out the column's 13 armoured vehicles with Soviet-made anti-tank missiles. 


Captured Russian enlisted men were forced at gunpoint to radio in their 
native tongue for helicopter-ferrie reinforcements. 


The airlifted Soviet troops and crews of four MI-26 helicopter gunships, 
which landed on the valley floor, were wiped out to a man with volleys of 
gunfire from both sides of the valley. 


The source said the gunships were captured intact and that trained heli- 
copter pilots were among members of the Russian Kotre garrison which had 
defected. However, this was not corroborated by other accounts on the 
Panjsher battle received in New Delhi. 


More Success 


In an exclusive interview with the American weekly NEWSWEEK, Maulvi Mohammad 
Younus Khalis of the Hizb-i-Islami Afghanistan has claimed that three-fourths 
of Nongarhar Province of Afghanistan has been freed from the control of 

the Babrak Karmal regime. 


The 6l-year old Afghan guerrilla leader said that 400 Muslim guerrillas 
had so far been killed in Nongarhar Province in fighting with the Soviet 
troops. 
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Answering questions Maulvi Khalis gave out details of military hardships 
the Muslim guerrillas were facing while confronting the enemy equipped 
with sophisticated weapons. 


According to a Press release of the Hizb-i-Islami today the Dehrawot 
local government in Aruzgan Province is now under ite full control after 
heavy fighting which took place thirteen days ago. 


One hundred and forth Afghan Communists including the commander of local 
government, were killed and 85 Russians captured and later executed. 


Chief area commander of the Hizb-i-Islami, Dr Abdul Karim Khan and eighteen 
Mujahideen were killed during the fighting. Thirty Mujahideen are reported 
to have been wounded. 

Two hundred and eighty Afghan soldiers have surrendered. 


The release added that the Mujahideen captured two tanks, four mortars, 
28 light machine guns and 400 other weapons.--APA-Reuter-PP1. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


WORLDWIDE POPULIST ANTI-AMERICAN SURGE EXTOLLED 
Kabul HAQIQAT-E ENQBLAB-E SAWR in Dari 27 Mar 80 pp 2, 7 


/article by Keyhani: "The Wave of Protest against America's Aggressive 
Policy in the World Has Risen" 


/Text/ The Pentagon experte in the United States of America have started a 
broad campaign of arms races under the influence of the world's rapacious 


military monopolies. 





As a consequence of the success of the policy of peace, religion and the 
elimination of tension in the world, which with each passing day is draw- 
ing more classes of the inhabitants of the various continents toward it- 
self, the people who lay the groundwork for the warmongering policy of the 
United States of America have seen the market for their aggressive plans 
exposed to danger and have started to create new areas of strife and crisis 
in ite artificial form. 


The experts of the Pentagon and the CIA, using their experienced agent 
Hafizollah Amin, have so filled the circumstances of our country and the 
area with crisis that it was imagined that there was a danger that our 
independence and territorial integrity would be eliminated and the revolu- 
tionary gains of the toilers of Afghanistan would be crushed. This crisis 
arose from the dominance by the gang of one American agent provocateur in 
Afghanistan, who carried out the devious, evil plans of his imperialistic, 
warmongering masters, but, with the triumph of the victorious 27 December 
uprising, the bugle has once again sounded a new era in our tormented so- 
clety, the crisis imposed by imperialism has come under control, through 
the powerful will of the toilers of our society, and the role of the CIA 
in our country has met with a historic failure. 


Following their criminal historic failure in Afghanistan, the managers of 
the warlike policy of the United States of America, headed by Mr Carter 
and his advisor, whose true nature is well known, Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
have started a hysteric warmongering policy and arms race in this corner 
of the world and their treasonous Chinese collaborators are also fuelling 
the fire of thie policy of opposition to international security and the 
interests of the peoples of the region and the world. 
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The arming of the nation of Pakistan by the United States of America has 
faced stability in the region with a serious danger. Narasimha Rao, 
India's minister of external affairs, has severely criticized Washington's 
decision to send weapons of war to Pakistan and has pointed out that the 
resumed shipment of American arme and military and economic aid to Pakistan 
has dangerous consequences. The Indian minister of external affaires has 
stated that sending these arms to Pakistan will further disturb the stabil- 
ity of the region. 


Naturally, the military movements of the United States of America and its 
treasonous Chinese allies in the region and in the Indian Ocean, the 
Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf have confronted this region with serious 
danger and day by day the reaction of the countries of the region with res- 
pect to this aggressive policy of the despicable heir of colonialism, that 
is, the imperialism of the United States of America, is increasing. 


As a result of the arms races in the region and the pursuit of a policy of 
threat and blackmail b the archcriminal imperialism of the United States, 
whose leaders’ minds ve been destroyed by the abundant oil resources of 
Iran, the revolution .y anti-imperialistic Islamic leaders of Iran are con- 
tinuing their protest against the imperialistic transgressions of United 
States imperialism against rights which have been accepted among nations 
based on the rights of peoples to determine their road to economic and 
social growth and their struggles to preserve and guard their independence 
and territorial integrity. The peaceloving, vast nation of India, which 
has constantly been pursuing the position of a peaceloving policy in the 
region regarding the arming of Pakistan and border movements on the part 

of Chinese self-aggrandizers, considers its security faced with danger and 
has the right to exprese its reaction and protest against this warmongering 
policy and policy of international disturbances by the stooges of the United 
States of America. 


We are certain that a great wave of protest will rise from among the peo- 
les of the region against the adventurous policy of the United States of 
America and its treasonous allies, including the apostate leaders of China, 
in this area of knotty world problems and will direct a shameful condemna- 
tion against the aggressive, warmongering policy of the United States of 
America which has placed the cause of peace and friendship among peoples 
in serious risk. The revolutionary government of Afghanistan is protest- 
ing against this warmongering policy of the imperialism of the United 
States of America, which considers that its survival lies in the creation 
of turbulent areas and arms races, shoulder to shoulder with the other 
peace-loving forces of the region, and has determined that it will hold 
the flag of peace and friendship among peoples flying high and proud and 
will heroically defend the independence and territorial integrity of its 
country. The struggle for peace and friendship among nations is the com- 
mon duty of all peoples. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ACTIVITIES OF AFGHAN FIGHTERS DESCRIBED 
London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic 14, 28 Mar 80 


{Serialized article by Huda al-Husayni: "The Mujahidin: How They 
Slip Into Afghanistan from Pakistan") 


{14 Mar 80 pp 28-31) 


(Text] We arrived in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan. All told, 
there were 300 of us, innocent looking journalists, from all parts of 
the world. Our supposed mission: to cover the Islamic conference. On 
the surface, we behaved like good little school children, never missing 
a late-night conference session, and returning to our hotels, nearly 
20 kilometers away, in Rawalpindi. Meantime, the conference diplomats 
went to their hotels in Islamabad. Back at our hotels, however, we would 
speak in whispers about our real mission. We were anxious for the 
conference to end so we could get to Peshawar in the eastern part of 
Pakistan, near the Khyber Pass and the Afghan border. There, we knew, 
were the Afghan Mujahidin offices and their leaders. There, too, were 
the Afghan refugee camps with 500,000 refugees. 





While getting to Peshawar was important to us, entering Afghanistan 
with the mujahidin via the tortuous mountain trails was more important. 
Finally, the conference ended and we moved to Peshawar, only to find 
that the Pakistani military authorities were determined to prevent 
journalists from crossing into Afghanistan. Believing that letting 
the mujahidin enter Afghanistan from ite territory exposes the country 
to the danger of war, the Pakistani Government had increased the number 
of military checkpoints along the many paths leading to the tribal re- 
gions, which in turn lead to no man's land between the two countries, 
known as the Durand Line, and ultimately to Afghanistan. 


One day, as we sat pondering the best way to take without being caught, 
two German journalists were brought back from the border. They had 
sought the assistance of Jam'iy'at-i Islami-yi, a mujahidin organiza- 
tion headed by Professor Burhan al-Din Rabbani, and gone by bus with 
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4 group of @ujahidin ae far ae the border. There, they donned Afghan 
clothing and continued their trip, only to be caugh at the next check= 
point. They were arrested and brought back to Peshewa” with « warning 
that (further eieadventures) would result in their expulelon from the 
eountry., 


soon afterwards, Professor Rabbani, together with four mujahidin who 
nad juet arrived from Badeakhehan, a town in northern Afghanietan along 
the Soviet border, held @ press conference and exhibited the 1.0. cards 
of three dead Soviet soldiers. I used the occasion to ask the profee- 
vor if we could cross into Afghanistan with hie gen. He agreed. Two 
Parise MATCH journaliete, one from che etaeff of the Malayelan-based 
STAR, and 1, tepresenting Al-HAWADITH, later wet with the professor 

to plan the trip. It wae agreed that we would gove 3 days later. 

The following day | wae contacted by Rabhani's secretary, Majid 
‘Abdallah, and told that the “Political Committee" had objected to my 
joining the group. Reason: I was 4 woman. Despite gany attempts to 
reverse that decision, the anewer was still no. Desparate, I went to 
eee Hizb-lelami-ye Afghanistan, headed by Engineer Golbaedin Hikmatyar. 
ie agreed to let me go to the liberated town of Kama, which is located 
across the Konar-Kabul River from Jalalabad. When Hikmatyar asked me 
if 1 were going alone, | told him that I would be accompanied by « 
French journalist. 


| rushed to tel) the Prench journalist the good news. He responded cooly 
that hie desire wae to fly from Peshawar to Kabul with the sujahidin. 
Struck by thie errange logic, I could not reach Golbaedin Hikmatyar to 
inform him of che (unforeseen) development. Inetead, I was directed to 
one of hie aeeistante. The assistant looked we over carefully, then said 
harehly: “You know that @ woman cannot enter Mecca without her husband 
or brother.” 


| realized tamediately that thie was a new ploy to prevent me from going. 


‘Excuse me,” I said, “but Afghanistan is not Mecca.” Fe became irritated 
ond the discussion got nowhere. My second attempt had failed. 


Rejection made @e more determined. I gust get to the aujahidin hideouts 
even if I had to agarry one of them. Being a woman, an Arab voman, was 
bound to continue creating problems for me. 


| returned to the hotel in Peshawar to think about some other way of 
getting to Afghanistan, possibly enlietag the aid of some other group. 
There were, after all, 62 sujahidin groupe in Pakistan. Seven of these 
vere prominent. As Alaina Guiot [or Guiand], the LE MONDE correspondent, 
an Arab correspondent, and I eat in the hotel thinking, an inepiration 
came upon us. We agreed on a plan. Al 

to enter Afghanistan at all costs. Indeed not 

about returning safely, we did sot think about returning at all. We 




















decided to go to the Hieb-i Lealmi which Operates inside Afghanistan in 
the Khogiani region, in the immediate vicinity of Jalalabad. Thie 
group ie led by Mawlawi Muhammad Yunie Khalie. 


| asked the married French journalist: “Would you accept me as a mock 
wife for at least a couple of weeks?" He accepted. 80 to enter Afghanie- 
tan | married a Frenchman while an Arab looked on as a witness. 





We went to Mawlawi Khalie' office, I claiming to be the Frenchman's 
wife. Our Arab colleague informed Khalis that we did not believe that 
there wae a revolution in Afghanistan until we were permitted to see 
tor ourselves. The anewer came surprisingly fast: we would leave to- 
morrow. 


At 7:00 a.m. the following morning, a Land Rover came to pick us up 
from the hotel. We left our belongings and headed for the hospital 
run by the Higb-i Ttelemi, the Khalise group. We were taken to a bare 
room, where we sat sipping green tea ae we waited for our Afghan-style 


The success of our plen hinged on two elemente: Our ability to get by 

the Pakisteni army, and my ability to endure a round trip several-days 
journey across mwounteinouws terrain. I made it clear that I was ready 

to endure anything in order to cross into Afghanistan. During those 
moments, I could think of nothing elee; I was obeessed with the idea. 

I wae afraid that mere thinking about encering that country might 

jinx ay plan and bring another failure. Half an hour later, the Mujahbidin 


brought in a bag containing the toole of succese--the clothing. Over 
my jeans and woolen eweater, I put on a pair of pink Afghan women's 
rousere. On top of that came a red dress, followed by a jacket and 


my head. To top this, I put on the traditional black 
sh that covers the body from the head to the waist. Finally 

the Afghan chadur, a baggy dress that covers the wearer from head 
The ie equipped with a email netted opening through 

can see directly straight ahead but not to either side. It 
green. Having encased myself in thie outfit, I had to discover 
a way to breathe; but, to slip into Afghanistan, I was ready to suffocate. 


My “husband and marriage witness" put on Afghan men's clothing, caps, and 
the traditional woolen blankets. When I saw how funny they looked, I 
realized that I gust have looked such funnier. 


My firet minor problem was to find a way to walk and to get into the car 
which was to take we to Mahamund, 60 kilometers away from Peshawar. I 
finally managed to roll and get into the Land Rover. The Mujahidin soon 
had pity on me and agreed to let me uncover my face until we approached 
the checkpointe. All three of use were instructed to keep completely 
silent at the checkpoints to avoid being discovered and sent to jail. 
One of the Majahidin, named ‘Abd al-Hai, spoke Arabic. Believing that 
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" wee French and epoke no Arabic, he reetricted hie conversation to my 
Arad colleague. Ae ay colleague interpreted what ‘Abd al-Hai wae saying, 
Tl grew impatient, often anewering or asking questions before my colleague 
finished translating. I, of course, ueed English. ‘the worst part of 
thie wae when ‘Abd al-Hai would ask ay Arab colleague to "tell me" some- 
thing. Inetinetively and without waiting for a translation, I would 
spurt out “tell him" in Arabic. Recognising my blunder, I would try 

to cover up by coughing before I continued in English. in short, | 

wae not trained to be anything but an Arab woman. Many times our cover 
wae nearly blown, but the good Lord was watching. 


Language wae not the only problem. I often forgot that | was the French- 
man's wife. Sometimes, I would ignore him for hours. At other times 

we would talk incessantly as we walked together. Thies did not go un- 
noticed by one of the Mujahidin, who came close to uncovering our secret. 
He would turn to my Arab colleague and remark that we were “quite odd" 
for a married couple. "Why," he would ask, “do they ignore each other 
for days on end and then suddenly go into a non-stop conversation?" 
Moments like that scared me, but my Arab colleague would come to the 
rescue. “They have aseured me they were married,” he would tell our 
Afghan companion. "I have not seen their marriage certificate, of course, 
but you know how those Europeans are," he would add. At moments like 
thie one, | would not lov in their direction for fear the Afghan might 
euspect that I have underetood their conversation. 


On one occasion, however, our secret wae uncovered, almost. i was taik- 
ing with ‘Abd al-Hai who was sitting to ay right, between me and my Arab 
friend. We were discussing the Konar region in southern Afghanistan, a 
region under the control of Golbaedin Hikmatyer of the Hizb-Islami-ye. 
Prior to taie trip to the Jalalabad area, I had once attempted to go to 
Konar but never quite made it. After a 3 day trek in the snow, I quit 
and went beck. (1 will write about that trip in a coming issue.) 
Suddenly, I forgot the name of one of the villages which I had seen at 
the edge of the Konar region. I aleo forgot that I was French. 

Reaching into my handbag, I dug up an old notebook and started to 
search for a little map that was drawn for me by one of the Mujahidin I 
head met on that trip. Suddenly, ay Arab colleague, the interpretar, 
interjected in English in a loud voice: “You are looking in m, notebook. 
Can't you see that? Have you forgotten that you can't read Arabic?" 

| looked at him and at ‘Abd al-Hai who wae staring at the pages 

crammed with Arabic writing. I inetantly remembered the nawe of the 
village and apologized to the interpreter as I handed him the notebook. 
‘Abd al-Hai appeared convinced that ihe notebook belonged to the inter- 
preter. 


On the trip to Mahamund ay two colleagues were to pretend they were 
sleeping while the Mujahidin handled the soldiers at the checkpoints. 

1 posed no problem other than I might open my mouth. It is not custo- 
mary for Pakistani or Afghan soldiers to talk with or question a woman. 
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Another cuetom of the area permite a man to shoot anyone who annoys his 
wife, We went through all checkpointe without problems. When we reached 
the very last checkpoint outeide Mahamund=-an area controlled by Pakistani 
tribee--the car wae surrounded by soldiere. They opened the rear door and 
began to talk. All the “mujahidin" went out of the car. The rear door 
wae left open. The three of ue thought that wae it. The [real) mujahidin 
would be taken to one prison, my two colleagues to another, and I to still 
another. Five minutes later, all were laughing. We heard the words 

"Khoda Hafez"~-Persian for goodbye--being exchanged. The mujahidin climbed 
back into the car and we continued on our way. 


Some distance away from the checkpoint, I wae permitted to breathe again, 
i.@., to uncover my face. We asked what happened at the checkpoint. The 
anewer was that the soldiers manning the checkpoint knew that the Land 
Rover=-the only one in the Hizb-Islami-ye possession--was used to trans- 
port arms. On that day they were suspicious. When they stopped the 

car and opened the rear door they had been looking for arms. The mujahidin 
who went out of the car had explained that they were not carrying arms, 

but that they were transporting the pregnant lady in the back seat to her 
family who lived near the Durand Line. Concerned for my welfare, the 
Pakistani soldiers had inetructed our driver to take it easy. 


As we neared Mahamund, the car turned onto a winding dirt road. After a 
while we were driving across hilly fields. Behind a large hill, the car 
came to a stop and we were joined by two other mujahidin carrying very 
old rifles. We drove a long distance on a dirt road. Finally, the car 
came to a square enclosure surrounded by a wall. There we stopped and 
were ordered out of the car. Within the very large enclosure stood a 
structure with a single room. We were informed that we were in the 
Ghowandahab Alimazi (phonetic) region and that the owner of the structure 
was Ha’ “alewar Nur Fahamand. We sat on the ground. The mujahidin got 

up to pray. We were given green tea, fried eggs and home-made bread. 

it was 4:00 p.m. The car could not travel beyond this point. From here 
on we had to walk. After tea we bade the Haj farewell and moved on. 

One hour later we came to the first mountain, one of many we would en- 
counter. The mountain was strewn with jagged rocks and outcroppings. 
One-half hour later, I could hardly breathe. I began to curse the three- 
pack-a-day cigarette habit of mine. Soon I discovered that my green chadur 
was sticking to my nose and mouth. I though. of going back. But ay 
colleagues at AL-HAWADITH were waiting for my return from a “successful” 
trip. Should I go back? I looked behind me. We have come a long way 
already on this cruel mountain trail. Along the foot of the mountain I 
could see a mule caravan. I asked if I could have a gule to ride. The 
answer was that mules cannot walk on jagged mountain paths. "Pull your- 
self together," I said to myself. “The mujahidin cross this mountain a 
hundred times; why can't you? What would people say if you turned back?” 
As I encouraged myself to go forward, I continually adjusted my chadur away 
from my nose and mouth so I could breathe. The adjustments were not 
always productive: pushing the chadur away often meant shoving the netted 
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Opening to the eide, and this blocked ay vieion. fventually I found 
myself on a dirt, but muddy, road again. It wae 4 welcome relief, But 
soon again we came to a second mountain, the Khuder Khel. A village with 
lees than 10 gud houses lay beyond. In the distance, people were waving 
thelr arme in our direction. We had nearly arrived at the Lakh Gharkili 
Hotel in the village of Khudar Khel. The mud hotel had several rooms 

and wae typical of the travelers’ inne scattered along the Durand Line. 
Night fell and eo did the temperature. Not even walking could keep us 
warm. On thie long and tiresome trip, the mountaine appeared to be moving 
toward us ae we advanced. Experience proved me wrong: the mountains stayed 
put, or, ae I discovered the hard way, they even pushed ahead of us. At 
any rate, at 2:00 a.m. we reached Mungarchina, the firet Afghan tribal 
village in the area. (The name Munzarchina means either water springs or 
lions. The village wae noted for ite eprings and for being « romping 
ground for lions only at night.) 


We entered a mud house with several rooms. The roome with dirt floors 
contained extremely narrow beds, two short metal bare topped by a wooden 
platform. In the center of each room was a ej,uare firepit which served 
as heater and cooking stove. We spent several hours resting in Munzar- 
china, which consists of 5 gud houses and serves as 4 meeting place for 
the mujahidin who come from Kama in Afghanistan and from Peshawar in 
Pakistan. Our host, referred to as the stationmaster, was ‘Abd al-Sattar 
Muluet, @ ‘ormer juc,e in the Do'ud Government, and « relative of Mawlawi 
‘Abd al-Shakkur, the majuhidin commander in liberated Koma, our destination. 


We sat around a firepit. I was dripping with exhaustion. The mujahidin 
sat around us. An hour later, a young gan, approximately 20 years old, 
entered the room and sat with the gujahidin. From the manner in which 
they greeted him, it was obvious he was an important figure. Everyone 
listened as he began to speak. He was the Mujahid Shapur. He had just 
arrived with news of the war. He spoke Pashtu, a language none of us 
[the three journalists) understood. We could, however, see the changes 
in the facial expressions of hie listeners. The man spoke for one 
hour. After that the gujahidin rose to say the dawn prayers. Following 
prayers, we were told that the Russians were in Kama and that the 
fighting there was at ite peak. We jumped to our feet and asked to push 
on to Kama so we could be there by daylight. They shook their heads in 
disagreement. Kama, they told us, was one week away by foot. At 6:00 
a.m. we got up to continue the trip. I was still exhausted, but I had 
to learn to live with fatigue. The trip was long and I had better get 
used to exhaustion, the sooner the better. “If I waivered now, how 
could I return to Peshawar?" I told myself. 


After a few days on the trail, we lost track of time. We did not know 
whether it was Tuesday or Friday. Before we arrived in the vicinity of 
Jalalabad, after several days of walking in rain and mud with little 
sleep, a village appeared in the distance. The village stood out in 
stark outline against the barren surroundings. At night, it would 
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disappear from eight. The gujahidin, to boost our epirit, ineieted that 
thie time we would sleep in a house. "We would be in Kama the following 
evening,” they said. The thought of getting to Kama wae our only reason 
for going on. 


Finally, we did come to a house, and my one desire wae to sleep. The 
ewell of kerosene coming from a lantern in a emall room with a narrow 
bed wae irresistible. I flung myeelf on the bed and immediately fell 
asleep. Suddenly the bed began to shake violently. I didn't care. I 
thought they were trying to awaken me to see the battle which, I ima- 
gined, had reached our doorstep. But I couldn't care less at that 
moment. "They can kill me if they want, but I am not getting up,” I 
thought to @yself. But the bed continued to shake and I could 

hear no firing outeide. I sat up in bed. The walle were also shaking 
Suddenly the kerosene latern fell on the bed. I jumped out of bed to 
avoid being burned. I picked up the latern and looked around me. The 
men were sitting down etaring at each other. It was an earthquake. 
Whether it had lasted one minute, one week, or one month I didn't care. 
The only thing that mattered was that the quake had deprived me of 
sleep. We went outside. The gujahidin prayed, then we pushed on again, 
on feet that had long lost their sense of feeling. 





One difficulty we experienced with the mujahidin had to do with time. 
When they told us, for example, that the village of Mama Khel was just 
one-half hour away, it turned out that an Afghan hour corresponds to 3 
of ours. Another problem was their walking style. As habitual moun- 
taineers, they walked fast and with long strides. We, on theother hand, 
dragged behind them. When they tired--and being human, they did--they 
would reiterate an old Arabic expression: “Travel is a part of hell." 


The morning following the quake finally arrived. We had been on the move 
for 9 hours, from 4:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The mountains we had been 
negotiating were as torturous as the first one we had encountered. We 
ultimately came upon a plain on which stood 3 large colorful tents. 
Mujahidin from Kama, sent especially to meet us, were waiting in one 
of them. The welcoming party was headed by Commander Mawlawi ‘Abu al- 
Skukkur. They were armed with old World War I and Il vintage rifles. 
They had two new RPG's--anti-tank and personnel weapons--still in their 
original plastic covers. They had no Kalashnikou assault rifles. 
instead, they carried old, model 1936 German rifles, equipped with 5- 
round magazines. These were bolt-action affairs capable of single- 
shot fire only. In addition, they had one World War I .303 machinegun 
one World War II G-3 machinegun capable of single-shot and automatic 
fire, and several Enfield rifles. 


We had scarcely arrived when the sound of artilery echoed in the dis- 
tance. We looked at the gujahidin's weapons. ‘Abu al-Shukkur stood 
up to tell us that a battle was raging in Jalalabad, and that 7 Russian 
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planes were bombing the area in addition to a ground attack by tanks 
and artillery. Knowing that we had come to witness “heated battles," 
‘Abu al-Shukkur's description was intended to entice us. 


Rain had stopped falling as we sipped green tea and talked with ‘Abu 
al-Shukkur. Suddenly we heard the sound of the Russian reconnaissance 
plane which, we were told, flew one hour before noon and one hour after 
noon over the Jalalabad region. (The region included the towns of Kama, 
Sorkh Rud, Samarkhel, Khugiani, Arab Awarshah, and Hada.) ‘Abu al- 
Shukkur told us to be quiet and to listen to the aerial bombardment which 
was “about to begin." When we asked him whether it was safe for us to 
remain massed in the open he didn't quite respond to our question. 
Instead, ‘Abu al-Shukkur told us that his conscience was bothering him 
in the extreme for having left the battle in Kama to welcome us. Be- 
lieving him, we apologized for having deprived him of fulfilling his 
duty to the holy war. A few days later we were to discover that ‘Abu 
al-Shakkur not only was not quite right in the head, but that he was 
inclined to sadism. 


The plane having disappeared, ‘Abu al-Shakkur returned to his tales of 
battle. He spoke standard Arabic. Addressing the "interpreter," he asked 
him to listen attentively to what he was about to say. "I have been en- 
gaged in holy war since I was 10 years old, and I will continue to fight 
till I achieve martyrdom." 


‘Abu al-Shakkur who appeared well over 50 years old insisted he was in his 
forties. As he made this assertion he looked at his assistant who had 
once been employed in Kabul's Department of Vital Statistics. Without 
looking in our direction, the assistant simply nodded his head. We 

asked ‘Abu al-Shakkur about his military plane, how he met the enemy, 

how many men were under his command. We asked whether they (the 
mujahidin] had any training camps where the men are taught the use of 
weapons, especially modern ones which were nowhere to be seen. 


‘Abu al-Shakkur answered: "We do not move often by day. Airplanes 
keep after us if they spot us. We operate at night. We burn schools, 
hospitals, farms and especially the houses of Khalqists" (the Afghan 
Communist Party founded by Muhammad Nur Taraki and Hafizullah Amin). 
With obvious excitement, ‘Abu al-Shakkur went on: “We arrest Khalqis, 
then we sever their ears, then we all fire on them and kill them. To- 
night, in Kama, we will carry out one of these operations to please 
you." 


On hearing these words, my heart sank. 


To be continued next week. 
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(28 Mar 80 pp 26-28) 


{Text} Sensing my fear, Commander Mawlawi ‘Abu al-Shakkur asked through 
the interpreter: "Why does the lady tremble? Tell her that our women 
fight with sickles." I pleaded with him not to kill anyone just to 
please us, adding that eince Kama, as he said, was free, surely it gust 
be free of Khalqis. ‘Abu al-Shakkur paid no attention to me. He con- 
tinued: "A day or two after we get to Kama, I will take you to Jalala- 
bad and fire my weapon [no target specified]. Planes will then come and 
rain bombs on us. I will not be responsible if one of you dies." 


We did not argue this point further. We asked him, however, whether the 
mujahidin had enough men to tackle the Russians. He answered: "What 
good are numbers if we do not have the weapons? Weapons are our real 
problem Only one Afghan in 100 has a weapon. If we had the weapons 

we need, we would be stronger. So far we have received no military 
assistance. We are skillful and anxious to use our weapons. Imagine 
that to date I have not once laid hands on a Kalashnikov rifle." 





I reminded ‘Abu al-Shakkur that the Kalashnikov was a Russian rifle, and 
that he had claimed that the Russians supplied the Afghans indirectly 
with weapons. "Where were those weapons?" I asked. ‘Abu al-Shakkur 
shifted his rifle to the other hand and said: "You will see them to- 
morrow. We took two tanke from the Afghan Army and killed many of 
them. Some of them were not armed, 80 we made no weapon gains there. 
You ask too many questions. Tell France that we need weapons not cloth- 
ing. Do you have weapons we could use to defeat the Russians and the 
Khalqis?" 


‘Abu al-Shakkur appeared to remember something and added: "We send some 
mujahidin to Dara in Pakistan, where gunemiths can make copies of machine- 
guns, pistols and anti-tank weapons. We buy our weapons there, but they 
are much more expensive now. We then tour Pakistani bazaars to buy 
Pakistan Army machineguns. You know how? Pakistani soldiers frequent 

the bazaars in Khyber and Peshawar where they sell their weapons. We 

buy them from the bazaar merchants at much higher cost. Imagine that 

a single cartridge costs 2 to 3 dollars." 


He goes on: "You want to know about our numbers. There are at most 1 
million mujahidin in Afghanistan. There are many Khalq agents among 
us. They [agents] come to us and say they are Moslems and would like 
to join us. The moment they say “Allahu Akbar" we believe them. But 
the moment we discover that they are spies we kill them. Many Afghan 
Army deserters turned out to be spies. I don't like the army.” 


l interrupted him with the remark that “that was evident." 
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Atter @ meal in the fresh air, it began to rain. ‘Abu al-Shakkur ordered 
ue to eat quickly so we could move on toward Kama. Until now, I haven't 
figured out why ‘Abu al-Shakkur was bent on torturing us. When it 
rained, he ordered us to march. When we groaned with pain, he suddenly 
decided that we had to head for a new location. It was the same way for 
many days. 


After prayers, each of the mujahidin shouldered his weapon, and, with 
‘Abu al-Shakkur leading the way, we moved on. "When will we get there," 
we asked. "Before sunset, if you take long and fast strides," was the 
answer. We commenced on a run behind the mujahidin. When I asked 
whether I was expected to cross the mountain ahead of us running, no one 
answered. Suddenly, I fell and twisted my knee. The pain was immediate 
and severe. It was difficult to walk, but I had no choice, 


When Kame finally came into the distant view, it was nearly 6:00 p.m. 
But the closer we drew, the faster Kama receded. Because of my slow 
pace, I had fallen behind. I was in pain and cried silently. I 

was convinced that if my pain increased further they would amputate my 
leg. 1 began to think of President Tito, whose right leg was amputated. 
I realized that that was the only thing I could recall about Tito. 

As 1 walked I became convinced that the swelling in my leg was spread- 
ing to the rest of my body. Kama's green fields were a beautiful sight 
ahead of us. After one week of trekking across barren terrain and 
jagged mountain trails, green acquires a heavenly color. Everyone 

was ahead of me when I noticed my Arab colleague stop to seek out the 
French journalist. The two then headed back toward me. The sun was 
about to set when my Arab friend informed us that the mujahidin had 
decided to attack an army fort. "Which of us," he wanted to know, "was 
ready to accompany the attacking party?" He claimed that he was too 
tired for that. 


"The fort!" I shrieked, "which fort, and who is in it?" "They have just 
decided to attack the fort, an Afghan Army fortification," my colleague 
answered. "They want to know which of us will go along to photograph 
the battle. Here is a chance to ‘write about their bravery,' they in- 
sist." He added that there was no time to be wasted and that the fort 
was nearby. 


Before he finished talking, my French colleague was already gathering his 
cameras. He handed his small bag, saying: "All my papers are in here. 
I am going along. My passport is in here too. Should something happen 
to me, don't panic. If you can, please deliver my body to the embassy." 


| was too shaken to understand what he said. I repeated over and over: 


"How do I contact your embassy? How do you know that any of us will 
come out alive?" 
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I asked my Arab colleague where the fort was: He pointed to a fort about 
300 meters ahead of us. "Look, they're beginning to carry out their 
plan," my colleague said. "They're splitting into two groups; one group 
will charge the fort and the other will go into Kama." 


But who will attack the fort? With what weapons? They will certainly 
die. 


My colleague said the mujahidin knew that one or two of them would die. 


Heaven help me, I wailed. I didn't even get to know them well enough. 
This is madness. How could they attack with their ancient weapons? 
Don't they know what a military fort is? 


Suddenly we both stared at each other. Together we shrieked loudly: 
What will happen to us? The green field we were standing in suddenly 
turned black. The fort was directly ahead and not a tree was in sight 
to take shelter behind. There was not even a rock or a depression in the 
ground. We were frightened. My Arab colleague spoke: "I have been 
preparing for this moment. On the way here, I had made notes about the 
terrain we covered. I had a feeling, for which I now apologize, that 
you and the Frenchman would be killed. I was determined to escape as 
soon as that happened. The notes I made were meant to help me find 
the way back. That is all I could think of on the way here. I hardly 
heard what I was interpreting for both of you. I was busy memorizing 
every bend in the trail, the inclination of every sandy pathway. If 

I could escape now I will have no problem making my way safely back to 
Peshawar. Why did I believe that you two would die and I alone would 
escape? All three of us will soon die." 





Listen, I shouted at him. The sun has set. We can only see shadows 
moving ahead of us. Imagine if we had accompanied that lunatic bunch 
on the attack. I hate that ‘Abu al-Shakkur and all his talk about love, 
loyalty and humanity. That man brought us here to kill us. The fort 


is straight ahead. The mujahidin will begin firing any moment now. The 
soldiers will fire back and we will die in the exchange. He interrupted 
me angrily: “If it weren't for your leg, we could run and catch up with 
them." 


I discarded my chadur. Then we both discarded our belongings. “Stop 
blaming things on my knee," I snapped back. “Here, cut it off if you 
would. It doesn't pain me anymore. Where do we go now?" 


By this time we couldn't see anyone. The mujahidin had disappeared. Only 
the fort stood there. "What was their plan for attacking the fort," 
Il asked. 


"I don't recall anymore. They were speaking Pashtu. From what little 
‘Abu al-Shakkur told me, they were planning to divide into two groups, 
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one to attack the fort while the other continued to Kama to tell the 
mujahidin about the operation and inform them that the fort had fallen." 


"If anything is going to fall," I interjected, "it is we." "Didn't they 
show you their maps? Since when are military plans made and carried out 
like this? Mujahidin, you say? My eye! Those who die go to heaven you 
say? We are the true mujahidin my friend, but we shall not inherit 
paradise. We are stupid for not having used our heads." 


He interrupted: "Look, do you see thatemall light flickering in the fort?" 


"We are dead," I responded. "We are the only ones in this open plain. 
The army must have seen us. They will open fire any second." 


"Let us raise our hands and surrender," he said. 


"Which hand do you want to raise," I asked. "I didn't even tell my family 
I was coming here. I wish I could see my mother. I will die without 
seeing her... Do you have any children?" "I don't know," was his re- 
sponse. "Ask me about what will befall me instead. There is not a place 
where we can hide on this plain. We will be discovered easily. I see 
some armed soliders on top of the fort. They are about to begin firing. 
That light is shining on us." 


"The sons of bitches," I muttered. "We are almost near the fort. Do 
you suppose they have decided not to attack tonight? Or maybe they were 
arrested? Maybe the soldiers are waiting for us to arrest us?" 


"The mujahidin do not change their minds. If they make a decision they 

go through with it. I think I hear firing." "I don't hear a thing," 

I commented, “but the army must have seen us. Imagine how ironic it would 
be if the mujahidin were to escape and we get caught in this trap. And 
that fellow who agreed to be my ‘husband’! "How could he leave us to 

die? Will he die too?" 


My friend said: "We only have a few moments. You know my phone number in 
Beirut. If you escape, please call and tell my family that I achieved 
matryrdom without fighting." "You too know the phone number of AL-HAWDITH. 
Call their office in Beirut or London or Paris. Tell my colleagues that I 
thought of them before I died, and ask them to notify my family. This is 
my fate. 


"We're facing death without fear. You're not crying. Isn't that heroic? 
I can't ask you to cry now. You were the one most excited about crossing 
into Afghanistan. I had no choice but to go along lest the Frenchman 
think I was a coward. I should have stayed out, but it is too late for 
regrets now." "Look," I said, “we're in front of the fort. There is 
‘Abu al-Shakkur inside. I'm sure they must have occupied the fort. 

The Afghan Army must have surrendered without a fight.” 














The entrance to the fort wae vViocked with stones. The mujahidin were 
inside, including the Frenchman who seemed bewildered. ‘Abu al-Shakkur 
waved ue in. I could then see the flickering light which we had seen 
earlier. Standing behind the stone barrier, we asked where the Afghan 
Army was. ‘Abu al-Shakkur, addressing my companion, invited us in. 
The fort, it turned out, had been long deserted. Boredom and ‘Abu al- 
Shakkur have been its sole occupants for some time. 


9063 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


TREMORS REPORTED IN AYBAK--Aibak, April 15. (Bakhtar).--Severe tremors 
rocked Aibak and its suburbs at 2.49 p.m. yesterday. No report has been 
received about the losses that may have been caused by the one-minute 
Long earthquake. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 15 Apr 80 p 1] 


TWO TREMORS REPORTED--Kabul, April 16, (Bakhtar).--Two tremors were recorded 
at the seismographic station of the Engineering College, Kabul University, 
the more violent being 5 degrees on the Richter Scale. The shocks were 
felt at 2.47 and 2.52 p.m. yesterday. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in 


English 16 Apr 80 p 1] 


cso: 4920 
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TRAN 


COMMENTS ON ISLAMIC CONFERENCE, REGIONAL ISSUES 
BK080903 Madras HINDU in English 28 Apr 80 p 1 


[Article by G. K. Reddy: “Iran Trying To Get U.S. Condemned at Islamic 
Nations’ Meet") ' 


[Text] New Delhi, 27 Apr--As the focus of international attention shifts 
from Afghanistan to Iran again, the Islamic conference, which is due to be 
held in Pakistan next month, is assuming added importance with the two 
superpowers and their supporters attempting to influence its deliberations. 


A surrogate of the Soviet Union, Cuba continues to make an effort, in its 
capacity as the current chairman of the nonaligned community, to persuade 
the Islamic countries to adopt a more reasonable attitude and leave the 
door open for a dialogue between Pakistan and Afghanistan. 


Meanwhile Pakistan is sending out special emissaries to some of the Islamic 
countries to discuss the agenda for the conference and ensure that the 
fundamentalists like Saudi Arabia and the Gulf sheikhdoms which have been 
highly critical of the Soviet action in Afghanistan do not clash with the 
clash with the moderates like Iraq and Syria over the proposed move for 
modifying the earlier resolution. 


The Islamic foreign ministers who had met in Islamabad in an emergency 
session after the Soviet intervention had called upon the member-states not 
to have any dealings with the Karmal regime so long as Afghanistan is under 
foreign occupation. 


But the Afghan foreign minister has been visiting a number of Islamic coun- 
tries to explain what exactly led to the Soviet intervention. He is re- 
ported to have pleaded with some of them that, instead of adopting con- 
demnatory resolutions, the Islamic countries should t-y to dovetail their 
efforts into a wider nonaligned initiative for finding a peaceful regional 
solution to the problem. 
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After the failure of the American rescue operation, Iran aleo is sending 

out especial emissaries to some of the Ielamic countries to prevail upon then 
to adopt an equally etrong resolution at the coming conference against the 
American threate to use force againet it. The Khomeyni regime has stopped 
condemning the Soviet intervention to retain ite fallback option in the 
event of 4 punitive military action by the United Stetes. 


india’'s etand. The Indian policy ie to steer clear of any entanglements in 
the politics of the lelamic world, while continuing to associate itself more 
closely with the radical countries amonget them, It is neither supporting 
aor opposing the idea of a direct dialogue between Pakistan and Afghanietan, 
while maintaining that the Afghan crieie hae to be viewed in the wider con- 
text of the growing big power rivalries in the region. 


Thought it is convinced that (i. Afghan problem cannot be tackled in isole- 
tion, India will have no objection if the Ielamic countries, acting independ- 
ently or at the behest of some other powers, are able to persuade Pakistan 
and Afghanistan to seek a bilateral solution. 


It wae in chie context that India conveyed to the Soviet Government Presi- 
dent Ziaul Haq's offer to have a UN supervisory group stationed on the 
Pakistani side of the border to ensure that the Afghan refugees are not 
armed and trained in camps on ite territory to carry on their fight against 
the Soviet presence 


Though the message was communicated to Mr. Brezhnev through the head of the 
Soviet delegation to the Zimbabwe independenc’ celebrations, there is no 
indication eo far of Moscow's reaction to it. The Soviet Government has 
been told that the external affaires minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao, would 
be happy to visit Moscow on gutually convenient dates some time next month, 
probably after the Islamic conference on May 14 and 15, depending on his 
commitments to campaign for the congress (1) during the assembly elections. 


The government is projecting this visit in a bilateral context for keeping 
up the continuity of Indo-Soviet exchanges. The Afghan and Iranian problems 
will naturally receive primary attention while part of the time will be de- 
voted to bilateral issues. 


Ae India sees it, the stage has been reached when it should not be too diffi- 
cult to evolve a broad framework for finding a widely acceptable solution 
to the Afghan problen. 


Sut in the case of Iran, there are two negative factors at work whicsn have 
to be tackled simultaneously to avert the danger of a bigger confrontation. 
it ie not possible to persuade the Khomeyni regime to free the hostages 
wmtil the U.S. makes adequate amends for its past involvement in Iran. The 
Carter Administration cannot subject iteelf in an election year to any 
such humiliating admission while Iran holds the hostages. 








The Government of India has no official intimation yet of the reported Iran- 
ian call for a nonaligned meeting to discuss the American threate of aili- 
tary action, 


It will not be surprised if some of the other Lelamic countries take up 

the Iranian cause and call for a nonaligned conference to discuss both the 
Afghan and Iranian teeves which might confuse the situation further and give 
the two superpowers an opportunity to try to divide the movement to suit 
their power pureuite in the region. 


C80: 4920 
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TRAN 


PARTLES GIVE VIEWS ON MISSION OF PEOPLE'S ARMY 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Apr 80 pp 5, 9 


/article: “How Shall We Prepare the People's Army for the Struggle 
with [mperialiem?" 


/Bxcerpte,/ We have started a merciless battle against world im- 
perialiem, headed by archcriminal American imperialism. The Islamic revo- 
lution of Iran was the start of such a etruggle, though this struggle 
reached ite climax through the bold measures of the Moslem students follow- 
{ng the path of che emam and reached its goal with the severance of rela- 
tions between America and Iran. 


The archcriminal America is sparing no effort to bring Iran to its knees. 
Military threate, economic boycott, and mad propaganda against Iran are 
part of the show of force by the paper tiger of American imperialism. The 
leaders of American society who, through the weapon of propaganda, have 
been able to dominate the majority of that country's society, have turned 
to the imperialistic countries of Europe in their struggle against the 
Islamic revolution. Many efforts are being made so that the imperialistic 
countries of Burope might also take part in the economic boycott of Iran, 
as well as exerting other various pressures on Iran. In spite of all this, 
as the emam has commanded, we will struggle with the support of the people 
and will make “another Vietnam" live in Asia. 


What, however, ust be done to mobilize the people? Following the message 
of the lee’er of the revolution on the mobilization of an army of 20 mil- 
lion people, different interpretations on this army have appeared. How- 
ever, only that portion which is carried out by military confrontation has 
been raised in the various minds of the people. in order to work for a 
better and superior form of the 20-million-man army and in order to con- 
front military, economic and political threats, KEYHAN's political service 
asked parties, organizations and political groups for their views. The 
objective of this request for views was for officials of the country to 
equip a people's army in a manner befitting the great revolution of the 
Iranian nation in order to raise production, political awareness and mil- 
itary confrontation through various forms of guidance. Herewith you may 
read first KEYHAN's question then the answers of the parties and various 
organizations which have responded. 
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Our question was; “Ase Emam Khomeyni hase said, mobilization of the people 
ie the only way to fight against imperialiem. The solution to the various 
probleme of society in etruggling with taperialiem, such as economic, po- 
litical and military affaires, requires that the people be organized and 
that they be coordinated, 


"In thie regard, the emam has teesued an order for the composition of a 
20-million-man army; however, thie army hae not yet assumed the necessary 
and desired form. What is your recommendation, ae @ party, organization 
or group, for the greatest and optimum performance of the mobilization of 
the people and the 20-million-man army in all flelde--economic, military 
and political?” 


What you are reading ie the response by parties and groupe to thie ques- 
tion. 


JAMA 


Formation of a 20-million-man army, which te one of the tesues on which 
the emam of the nation has given guidance, can be put into practice through 
the local councils and under the supervision of these councile and can en- 
gage in organization in locations, factories, departments, and universi- 
ties. This organization, regardless of differences in methods, must in- 
volve everyone, because the struggle against imperialiem lies in the total 
mobilization of the strategy of struggle, and there is no one who does not 
consider imperialiem to be the basic cause of the misfortunes and discom- 
forte of the past half century. However, in order for us to provide a 
motivation for greater popular enlistment in thie mobilization, we must 
also participate in the issuance of orders and decisions; this is possible 
through the local councils and the deliberations of their representatives. 
One may use thie organization and these formations for the following ob- 
jectives: 


Raising production, strengthening agriculture, and daily on the job mili- 
tary training and efforte through the people's army. Alongside the guards 
and the traditional army, this army can be used during surprise attacks by 
imperialiem and can continue daily activity in ite current form in factor- 
ies and rural areas during peace. Meanwhile, it can be permanently con- 
sidered a backup force for the entire country. 


If an aggression is committed against part of the country, all the people 
of that region will cease working and stand like a dam in the form of an 
army, before the aggressor, while the other areas of the country continue 
their activities. 


The Guards 
Forutan, the public relations and communications official of the Army of 


Guards, /gaid/ “The purpose behind the 20-million-man army is not basical- 
ly that we should have 20 million people carrying rifles and for example 
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gather them ell into one garrison and send them into the field with the 
blaring of @ Crumpet, Rather, in my opinion, in order to preserve and 
protect the revolution, the people must attain a certain intellectual self- 
sufficiency @o that they can compensate for military, cultural and politi- 
cal inadequacies through the application of Lelamic culture. However, in 
connection with the army /of guarde/'s view, one must state chat in epite 
of the fact that people have exerted themselves to form 4 20-million-man 
army, inadequacies exist whichare the result of a lack of coordination in 
evaluating the emam's command. For example, the brothers in the army think 
that we muet have a 20-million-man army for combat. The view of the army 
/ol the guarde/ ie that we met create an organization which will guide 
the people from the standpoint of military, political, cultural and other 
forms of ideology in order to carry out the emam's order. After the people 
are prepared, regular organizations will be created in the sections of 
cities and cural areas, representatives of the groupe will be in contact 
with the command through a chain of ranks, and the orders issued will be 
carried out in the same manner in all regions by all groupe. Likewise, in 
the event the plan for the 20-million-man army is a popular one, it will 
certainly achieve success and inadequacies will disappear because the goal 
of the 20-million-man army is to have 20 million ideas and thoughts which 
are in agreement with Islamic culture in service for the sake of coordin- 
ated operations in various political, militery, cultural and economic 
areas.” 


The Movement of Fighting Moslems 


We have often stated and written that the emam's commands \earing on for- 
mation of the 20-million-man army and mobilization of the people will .e- 
come actual reality when they are accom anied by radical changes in the 
society. For example, one must see what people will organize the 20- 
million-man army. 


The masses of peasants and workers will comprise an important segment of 
thie army. If the 20-million-man army is to embark on an attack on imper- 
laliem and the garrisons and agents which depend on it and defend the 
achievements of the revolution, is it possible for us to keep the workers 
under the dominance of dependent capitaliem and at the same time ask them 
co fight against imperialism in the 20-million-man army’ 


Dependent capitelism has common interests with imperialism. Free the ‘ac- 
tories from the dominance by this group, give them to the councils of work- 
ers and employees and then, through military and political education, de- 
mand that they defend the revolution and the institution, raise the level 
of production and reduce consumption to the minimum. 


How can peasants participate in the mobilization process either, until 
they are freed from the power of landowners and deudalists’? Give the 
land to the peasants and prepare them alongside their political and mili- 
tary education to defend the revolution and increase production. We come 








to the other classes of the society; eince the mobilization is a general 
order, and involves everyone combined with Che rotten system of departments 
and continuing satanic methode and relationships, /one met/ cause emp loy- 
eee Co participate realietically in the mobilization process. 


Diecrimination and abnormal differences in rights and privileges, unemploy- 
ment, overataffing and excessive etaffing of workers in departments, along 
with the imperial system of management, does not prepare the groundwork 
for mobilization, 


Overcoming such socioeconomic probleme ae high prices, wrongful distribu- 
tion, hoarding, underemployment, unemployment, rioting and the like takes 
place when work te given to the people. 


In our opinion, saving the revolution and society ise possible only through 
a cultural revolution in the hands of the young Moslem masses. Our Moslem 
youth must repeat the process they carried out in occupying the embassy 
and confiscating apartments in order to solve social problems as well. 


The devout youths in the army and among the students and the workers can, 
through the guidance of the revolutionary path's school of thought and 
with the aid of its criteria, sweep away the evil effects of the previous 
regime through @ total mobilization. As long as these effect continue, no 
mobilization will have any meaning. Since those in charge of affaires have 
proved that they are incapable of radical change in the old system there 
is no solution but for them to give the job to the masses of the people 
and the committed Moslem youth. 


These people are well able to break up the land, establish councils every- 
where, clad the masses of the people in the raiment of academic and polit- 
ical literacy, give them military training, build highways and houses in 
the holy war of construction, crush hoaders and thieves, fight smggling 
and addiction, and confront rioting and underemployment. One can guaran- 
tee security better under a revolutionary regime. First give the factor- 
ies to the workers. 


Cut off the nands of the dependent capitalists and managers and you will 
see that underemployment and strikes will disappear. This is really the 
only way to build the 20-million-man army and mobilize the people to strug- 
gle against imperialism--a full-blown cultural revolution led by the head- 
Long enthusiasm of the masses of committed Moslem young in the form of the 
students, workers and revolutionary clerics. From the outset, this system 
is at variance with government from above and centers of power in the gov- 
ernment. If the people are just to listen to the commands of government 
officials you can be sure that the struggle against imperialism will have 
mo substance this time either and will not go beyond slogans and words; 
very soon intermediaries and political agents will get to work accommoda- 
ting, making reconciliations and eliminating disputes. Ouly a po 

cultural revolution can save the revolution from total failure. 
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The Holy Warriors of the Lelamic Revolution 


Fivrec Le che fact that the 20-million-man army has not yet assumed the 
desired form derived from the nature of a mass army movement, The notion 
of a 20-million-man army te that 20 million of our people should have the 
power to use arms and have had basic military training so that as soon as 
mobilisation ie declared it will be possible to use them and fight the 
enemy. Le must be declared with complete pride that in our country there 
are now few young people who have not received such basic training in the 
ovurse of che revolution, in the performance of military service in revwlu- 
‘Lonary committees throughout the country, through the National Mobiliza- 
tion Staff, through the Guards of the Islamic Revolution, or the like. In 
the short period in which the Mobilization Staff has been engaged in its 
work, 150,000 people in Tehran alone have received military training volun- 
tarily juet through thie staff. The eight mobilization centers are able 
o bring them into service immediately; this is a laudable activity which 
nas taken place with such speed in few countries. If these people who 
have received instruction, who all come from the masses of the people, 
take less part in parades of show and propaganda or do not parade in a 
very good, organized manner, this is not proof of the lack of success of 
the emam's plan for a 20-million-man army. Secondly, regarding military 
mobilization, for greater progress in the field of mass mobilization, in 
our view, military instruction must be made compulsory throughout the 

ountry and compulsory inetruction classes must be formed through the 
“obllization Staff and che revolutionary committees with the aid of the 
army in factories, departments, universities, schools and other group en- 
vironments during work and study hours in order to avoid wasting time and 
putting pressure on people. 


In the political sphere, political instruction, on the comprehensive path 
of the emam, which is the path and political ideology of pure, beloved 
islam, should take place on the level of the popular masses. The missions 
of such masse communication media as radio, television and the press com- 
mitted to the Islamic revolution are weightier than those of others in 
this sphere. 


Through a basic revolution, the universities and schools must be able to 
instruct our children in the ideology and culture governing the Islamic 
revolution and create political revolutionary staffs. In this sphere, 
preservation of the unity of the nation around the comprehensive path of 
the emam is one of the fundamental requirements of political mobilization. 


in the sphere of economic mobilization, as we have already stated, we mst 
engage in greater production and activity, indulge in less consumption, 
expectation and even satisfaction, and prepare ourselves to face suffering 
and hardships from the spiritual standpoint. 


(tt is also the duty of officials to impart morale to the people and dis- 
-uss facts and shortages with them. 
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The Holy Warriors of the Iranian People (Mojahedin-e Khalq-e Iran) 


Following America's threate and expanded political, economic and military 
movements against the people of Iran and the bloody revolution in this 
country in order to preserve and maintain America's long-term intereste 
and /illegible/ and to prepare the ground for renewed dominance by the 
enemies of the people, the need to organize and instruct the forces of 

the people in the appropriate form of a popular army is more relevant than 
before, 


Fortunately, the revolutionary message of Emam Khomeyni regarding the need 
to form and outfit a 20-million-man army with reliance on the force of the 
young and the revolutionary generation of our people, which is in keeping 
with the realities of the society and the social preparedness of the peo- 
ple, is the starting point for the organization and formation of this young 
popular army. 


In order to achieve and make reality of this message, one must bear in mind 
that organizing, instructing and educating the 20-million-man army, whose 
soldiers are the masses and oppressed classes, will not be possible in a 
spontaneous form or by adopting unscientific, non-revolutionary methods. 


To equip and arm 20 million young people in a wave of popular mobilization 
and preparedness requires a specific program and policy along with schedul- 
ing and determination of the appropriate systems. 


It is natural that is is a very serious, great activity and that this is 
not in the power of every person, group and party. 


Formation of a 20-million-man army mst be under the direct supervision of 
an organization or system which is competent from the organizational stand- 
point. Otherwise, one will not be satisfied with the organization of such 


an army. 


The basic difference between a professional army (receiving pay) and a 
part-time popular army lies in its organization, the chain of ranks and 
the element of coordination and organizational acuity. 


However, the answer to the question of how a 20-million-man army mst be 
organized is obvious. 


Formation of an army with these broad dimensions and popular characteris- 
tice which can have the combat power to confront extensive onslaughts from 
the economic, political and military enemy must not be the monopoly or 

under the specific controls of a group or party. Formation of a 20-million- 
man army possessing a popular character and label is in obvious contra- 
diction with non-revolutionary, monopolistic controls. In this case one 
cannot form such an army under a non-popular, non-revolutionary condition 

or conditions and education restricted to the acceptance of a special 

perty or group ideal, nor can one give it the name popular. 
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In essence the 20-million-man army is a negation of all forme of group or 
idealistic monopoly or limitation, 


The Freedom Movement 


In the view of the Freedom Movement, the armies existing in most countries 
of the world are specialized, artificial, complicated organizations with 
crippling budgets and expenses. In dominated countries, the armies, be- 
sides having these characteristics, have been imposed and are basically 
dependent on the outside world and dominant powers. In these societie:, 
the technological complexity of the army has no relationship in any way 
to the level of the scientific and technical progress in that society and 
as a result effectively using, keeping the enlarging it in an independent 
fashion without relying on the outside world is not possible. 


In our country, where we have recently emerged from foreign dominance, we 
are faced with an army which from the technical standpoint has super-modern 
equipment possessing incredible characteristics to the highest degree. 
Therefore, aware changes in the defense system and army of our country to 
create the desired unificationist society is of vital urgency. The answer 
which the Islamic revolution of Iran has given to solve this matter is to 
create a popular army which in symbolic fashion has been given the name of 
a 20-million-man army. Such an army muect be a natural organ which hs 
sprung from the body of the society, is lacking in any technical complex- 
ities or dependencies and an inflationary, crushing budget and expenses, 
takes form in accordance with belief in the creed of Islam and proceeds 
along the road of truth and martyrdom, not along the road of dominance and 
aggression. Such an army must plece martyrdom, which is the climax of 
human perfection, at the threshhold of every family so that every member 
of it, who has attained the state of awareness of the blessing of martydom, 
can choose it. Such an army must create such unity and movement that only 
through a neutron bomb or the elimination of life on the Iranian scene can 
the enemies of Islam and Iran take over this land. Such an army must be 
a model, at trivial cost, for countries which have mistakenly spent their 
peoples’ great wealth on destructive spiritless equipment, thinking that 
that will take the place of belief and the religion. Such an army must 
have such an orientation that if it should engage in political activity 
and war today it will be able tomorrow to engage in economic activity, 
construction, education and learning. Such an army must not have such a 
spiritless, fossilized and dry organization, structure or bureaucracy that 
it can perform no other job if there is no war and as a consequence will 
create the vocation of inciting war and unemployment. Therefore, creation 
of such an army can in the long run have profound creative economic and 
political effects and can cause bravery, manliness, martyrdom, construc- 
tiveness and freedom to grow in the stagnant areas and remote rural places 
of our country. 


It is clear that our Islamic republic and revolution, parallel with their 
efforts to make the entire society a fighting one, mst convey to the ears 








of the world's peoples ite revolution's cry of protest regarding the exiet- 
ence of all armies which have been organized for the sake of aggression and 
dominance by countries of the east and the west, 


The Freedom Movement, in conclusion, adde that during the period when ag- 
gressive neighboring and non-neighboring armies etill exiet, and threaten 
us, we must make use of the weapons we have inherited and at the same time 
mobilize innate talents for their maintenance and effective use and end our 
need for dominating sources through careful planning. 


The Fighting Clergy ' 


Hojjatoleslam Mehdi Shahabadi, member of the Society of the Fighting 
Clergy, stated, 


"At the start, in order to mobilize the people, it is necessary to make the 
motive for this mobilization clear. Making people understand the abomin- 
able face of the enemy, archcriminal imperialiem, and causing people to be 
aware of its various military, economic, political, social and even cultur- 
al dimensions in Iran and all countries of the world, and ite archcriminal 
methods throughout its history and ite confrontations with the system of 
divine justice and peoples, will draw people's attention to the foreign 
enemy. Likewise, all the people will be drawn to confront the great satan 
for the sake of the struggle. This illumination, through the popular 
stronghold of the clergy, will have an extremely broad scope and can be 
perfected with the help of radio, television and all mass media; especial- 
ly now that our Islamic revolution has become worldwide has become clear 
to the people, it will be a legal duty to deliver all peoples from the 
shackles of imperialism. In the course of this illumination, making people 
understand the emam's severe confrontation with America and drawing the 
people's attention to America's defeats throughout these months of the 
people's struggle, under the leadership and guidance of Emam Khomeyni, 
will give the people a double and firm constitution, because this forma- 
tion, under the leadership of a person like Emam Khomyni, who is the sole 
standard bearer of the struggle against imperialism, will be created. 
Similarly, the people will recognize the forces which are moving against 
this process but have claimed to have fought America throughout these 
months, and as a result total, comprehensive mobilization will occur. 


The National Front believes that a people's army will be achieved in a 
broad, expanded form in the event that all the forces, organizations and 
groups, which, in the course of 25 years of Mohammad Reza Khan's suffoca- 
tion and dictatorship, fought with this bloodthirsty regime and never 
abandoned the struggle with the dictatorial regime, participate in the 
process of organizing, planning and leading this people's army in an ef- 
fective fashion. We believe that it is necessary for the quickest mobili- 
zetion of the people and their organization into a people's army that 
greater use be made of fighting political organizations. 
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The Tudeh Party of [ran 


The opposite view of Emam Khomeyni, the leader of the Iranian revolution, 
regarding the way to fight imperialiem, is once again evident in the 
statements you have raised in your question. In reality, there is no more 
effective, decisive way to mobilize the people to crush imperialism, under 
the leadership of American imerialien, 


Only decisive and obstinate confrontation by all the people who have been 
mobilized from all standpoints and consider themselves to be in a state of 
war with the great satan will bring the struggle to victory. 


Our own experience has not been forgotten and is not to be forgotten. The 
experience of other peoples is before us. In all matters, protection of 
the mobilization of the people and the organization of the masses of people 
have created and are creating a great social force which is indestructible 
and can bring imperialism to its knees, in spite of all its economic, poli- 
tical and military power. 


In another part of its response, the Tudeh Party said, 


The 20-million-man army is also a means for fighting and crushing imperial- 
ism; it entaile not only the performance of some operations or some train- 
ing and acquaintance with the simplest weapons or the most ordinary forms 
of resistance. The 20-million-man army must be a means for building and a 
means for defense. The 20-million-man army means that all Iranians, ex- 
cept for infants and small children, who do not yet have the power to cre- 
ate and defend, should be mobilized. This mobilization entails acquaint- 
ance with weapons and methods of fighting the enemy but is not confined 
only to that. 


An important element in the defense against imperialism is constructing 
the country and mobilizing the people. Creating a 20-million-man army 
also means becoming outfitted with the weapon of moral resistance against 
the enemy's propaganda and ideological intrigues. 


Using economic means to cancel imperialism's economic blockade from outside 
and sabotage by counterrevolutionary elements inside, raising domestic pro- 
duction, and reasonable consumption devoid of profligacy also are. Adopt- 
ing fruitful diplomatic measures which mobilize friendly forces in the 
world against corrupting political interference of imperialism also is. 
Codifying programs and carrying them out carefully on behalf of the people 
so that everyone may benefit from the fruits of the revolution and enjoy 

a bright horizon, thus avoiding the enemy's abuse of all the injuries of 
discontent and creation of discontent, also are. 


On the one hand, carrying out all these activities will result in the gen- 
eral mobilization of all the people; on the other hand, conversely, it it- 
self needs these activities. That is, each is linked to the other. The 





purpose ie that the better and more decisively these measures and tech- 
niques are used, the more practical and realistic the mobilization of the 
people will be. The better and more organizedly the masses of the people 
are mobilized, the more possible the performance of these measures and 
techniques and the more fruitful and efficient they will be. 


However, this great goal of mobilizing the people in the struggle against 
{mperialiem requires a basic element, which is the unity of all friendly 
revolutionary forces. Aside from differences in views on approaches and 
organizational relationships, in order to realize thie vital objective, 

all kinds of monopolization and divisive ultraprogressivism must be put to 
the side, since, instead of mobilizing the people, it will draw the process 
into dissension and fragmentation and thus will result in the loss of the 
struggle against imperialism. 


Thus, in our view, it is necessary that: 1. The unity of diverse forces 
participating in the revolution and taking part in its triumph must be en- 
sured on the foundation of the most basic duty: the struggle against im- 
perialism, led by American imperialism. 


2. A united front must be created, through a council of unity or other 
structure, in order to meet, express views and combine the efforts of 
friendly revolutionary forces whic) can be a true organ for the mobiliza- 
tion of the people. 


3. The basic content of the path of Emam Khomeyni, that is, the anti- 
imperialist, popular policy, must be decisively adopted, as the basic plat- 
form, without any kind of feigned support, accommodation, or vacillation, 
and must be followed sincerely and obstinately. 


4. A precise, specific plan should be codified concerning all basic prin- 
ciples and details for various fields of life, economic, cultural, politi- 
cal, military or otherwise, with the cooperation of all interested forces, 
without any kind of monopolism (we will declare our views in these fields 
for discussion). 


5. Use should be made of all creative, efficient human forces believing in 
the revolution and the basic cause of the struggle against imperialism in 
order to advance this path and this program, without any kind of discrim- 
ination or isolated action, in all economic, military, cultural or politi- 
cal fielde. 


6. The Land reform law ratified by th \ lonary Council must be de- 
cisevely and comprehensively implemented a hig landowners must be com- 
pletely and wholly eliminated from agricultucal lands. Land must be given 
to the landless and land-short peasants, who will constitute the majority 
of the 20-million-man army. The peasants who own land, and adequate dom- 
estic agricultural output, together with the weapon of political awareness, 
will be the supporting force for the fighting power of the 20-million-man 
army. 
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7. Big dependent capitalists must be totally and radically removed from 
affaires of production and distribution. A specific, clear program mst be 
prepared and declared to realise the basic demands of the workers and toil- 
ing people in the field of wages, labor, housing and so forth. The toiling 
people of the cities and villages are the backbone of the 20-million-man 


army. 


8. Use should be made with understanding, clearsightedness and complete 
preservation of freedom of action, of the experiences of other friendly 
countries and anti-imperialist movements in the field of mobilizing the 
people from every standpoint, including the military standpoint and the 
severance of bonds of dependence. 


9. Serious measures should be taken to cut the bonds of dependence on arms 
and the permanent need for American imperialism, which is the fruit of sa- 
tanic domination, in order to create and expand independent arms industries 
which will draw us toward relative self-sufficiency in defense, at least in 
the field of military equipment for the 20-million-man army. 


10. The 20-million-man army is the fundamental nucleus of the country's 
security and fighting forces. A real purge should be carried out from the 
standpoint of personnel and command staff and from the standpoint of poli- 
cles and procedures dominating it in the ranks of the existing army. 


If mobilization of the people is based on these realistic, firm broad foun- 
dations, it will create an era and a future. 


If the people are mobilized, they should be mobilized in a uniform, compre- 
hensive way. America cannot make any mistake. In this event our victory 
in the struggle against imperialism, headed by American imperialism, will 
be inevitable. 


11887 
CSO: 4906 











[RAN 


BALUCHESTAN GOVERNOR CALLS FOR SUNNI-SHI'AH UNITY 


Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 21 Apr 80 p 11 


/article: "The Governor General of Sistan and Baluchestan in an Interview 
Stated Obstinate Effort Has_Been Made on Behalf of Unity and Solidarity 
Among Sunnites and Shiites"/ 


/Bxcerpt/ Dr Bahrami, the Governor General of Sistan and Baluch- 

estan, who had just returned from the governor generals’ seminar held in 
Tehran, gave statements in a conversation with our reporter concerning the 
results of this seminar, the measures taken in the past 3 months and other 
problems of the ostan. At the outset, concerning the results of the semi- 
nar, Dr Bahrami stated "The basic axis of the seminar's work was to exam- 
ine the break down the ni tion's 1980-81 budget. In this regard, the over- 
all problems which the governors general had were discussed and subjected 
to exchanges of views and recommendations were made by the governors gener- 
al in a joint session held with the Revolutionary Council and the cabinet. 
Regarding this year's budget, that is entirely by ostan and the power has 
been given to make changes in budget articles on the spot, in the sense 
that it is possible, in case of need, for example for deductions to be 
made from the ostan's operating budget and for additions to be made to 

the development budget. Of course in light of the real situation there 

ie not mch possibility for change and substitution." The governor gener- 
al added, "In all, two thirds of the budget is spent on operating expanses, 
which is dangerous for the country's future. More of the budget must be 
spent on production and capital activities." 


Referring to the point that the existence of security and calm in the re- 
gion is essential for every welfare and development measure aimed at build- 
ing up the country, Dr Bahrami then said, "In view of the fact that my 
first commitment vis-a-vis the people of this ostan has been to guarantee 
security, I think that any alert, impartial observer would confirm today 
that security exists whether in the towns or rural areas, or even on the 
main and branch roads. An obstinate effort has been made for the sake of 
unity and solidarity among Sunnites and Shiites and everyone sees the 
fruits of this effort today. Even in religious meetings, in Friday prayers, 
on the holding od celebrations, people see that Sunnite and Shiite leaders 
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are participating with one another and giving joint declarations.” Dr 
Bahram added, “On # vieit which « number of brother clerice and religious 
scholare of the Sunnite persuasion made to Tehran, they acknowledged thie 
point in the presence of Mr Bani Sedr, the president, and said thet the 
favorable political and social climate which governe our ostan today is « 
very favorable unprecedented one.” Dr Bahrami then etated in regard to 
development plane “Almost all the development plene which had been sue- 
pended for several monthe because of the lack of security leet year have 
been resumed, All the contractors who hed left the region heave returned 
and long-term plane have been approved for thie ostan and God willing w.il 
soon be carried out, including the project to construct three harbors in 
Chahbehar, Kenarek and Poszem in the south of the ostan and the construction 
of the Pishin and Bahukelet Dam for which credite of about 1.5 billion 
tomane have been allocated. Thies hae been approved and construction work 
on thie dam will perhaps eleo begin in « few months. When chie project is 
put in operation much desert lend will be put under cultivation.” The 
governor general added, “In order to create greater employment, « project 
hes been drawn up to construct e date juice extraction plant in Bampur and 
thie has been approved by national officials; God willing, work on conetruc- 
tion of it will soon begin. Likewise, in the field of rural road construc- 
tion, extended activities have begun, construction of 100 primary schools, 
40 in Steten and 60 in Baluchestan, ie underway, and in addition to that 
everyone will be informed of the details of many other projects subsequent - 
ly." In the ephere of agriculture, Dr Behrami said “Close to 20,000 hec- 
teres of new land have been put under cultivation in Sistan this year and 
another plan is under etudy whereby all the arable lands whose water and 
soil potential is proved will soon be given to agricultural labor volun- 
teers throughout the osten. Implementation of this project will have «a 
profound effect on the economy end the employment of the people of the 
osten and, in view of the etruggle which our country has with the super- 
powers, thie plen can be influential in self-sufficiency. Perhaps in the 
course of less than | month to come this job will begin and committees are 
right now engaged in examining water and soil resources in pursuit of this 
objective. As soon as this committee's work is completed this project will 
begin.” Regarding elimination of the problem of unemployment and the en- 
ployment of unemployed persons, Dr Bahrami said “Right now an employment 
council is engaged in investigating projects, and all persons volunteering 
for work, especially graduates, will receive adequate resources from us to 
invest in the field of productive activities. As far as capitel goes, 
loans will aleo be given to them. Since the number of unemployed people 
without high echool diplomas or college degrees is also large, because of 
special conditions in thie osten, the decision has been made that partici- 
pation will be given to @ greater percentage of unemployed persons in com- 
panies which can comprise unemployed persons and finally help and oppor- 
tuntes will be given to all persons volunteering in thie field to start 
working.” The governor general added, “If work is carried out properly to 
thie end, and if we are not influenced by slogans, not only will we not 
have unemployed people in the ostean in the near future--perhaps people will 
come to this osten from other areas for jobs." 
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IRAN 


PASDARAN GET MOJAHEDIN-E KHALQ TROOPS TO F\GHT IMPERIALISM 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 28 Apr 80 p 3 


(Article: "Mojahedin-e Khalq Has Ordered its Militant Teams 
and Militia to Follow the Pasdaran"/ 


[Text] In a politico-militant communiqué, 
the Mojahedin warn that the British intel- 
ligence service has become active 


All political groups are called upon to 
unite against imperialism 


The Organization of the Mojahedin-e Khalq 
of Iran in its politico-militant communiqué 
No 24 has ordered all its part-time guerril- 
las and militant teams throughout the 
country to follow the Pasdaran. In its 
communiqué this organization also calls 
upon all groups to unite. The communiqué 
states: 


The latest armed invasion of our beloved country by interna- 
tional criminals confronts every revolutionary and alert 
conscience with the question: If the invasion of American 
imperialism had been successful, what would have happened? 
And what should be done so that in the future we will in no 
way suffer from negligence and unawareness of the superpower 
world devourers? We must especially not ignore the fact that 
the latest US steps were instigated under such conditions that 
all the internal factions and forei allies of the United 
States and its foreign instruments (even in our own neighbor- 
hood) have united against the revolution and the people of 
Iran. At the same time, unfortunately, the revolutionary 
movement of our country has never before been dispersed to 
such an extent throughout the country. Hence, it is not 
surprising that cooperation between the American and British 
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Spy Organizations has manifested itself simultaneously with 
the plot to close the universities and create disturbances 

in them, precisely when the shah and SAVAK elements hand in 
hand with Israeli and Egyptian functionaries are busy plotting 
against the Iranian revolution, 


The Organization of the Mojahedin-e Khalq of Iran, which 
previously warned of the gathering of more than 2,000 SAVAK 
agents and royal officers in Egypt and regarded as bad omens 
the freeing of sensitive SAVAK figures from prison and the 
appearance of some of the old-hand Anglophiles on the Iranian 
political scene, has been witnessing certain suspicious 
activities in Tehran in recent days and has so informed a 
number of authorities, Among the new and very suspicious 
faces there are a number of old SAVAK agents who have been 
seen around the spy nest as well as the central office of the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq and among the ranks of the so-called 
Hezbollahis (who attack us), We have witnessed several 
instances of exchanges of money between them, These indivi- 
duals, under the guise of so-called Hezbollahis, have been 
riding around on pickup trucks and sometimes even on tanks 
through the city streets and making contact with smaller 
groups. In short, the situation, on the whole, indicated that 
these activities could not be classified as normal operations 
of the so-called Hezbollahis, especially in the one or two 
instances where it was observed that contacts were being made 
with foreign-looking individuals. 


In addition, one of the duties of the American spy nest before 
its capture was to organize and manage the remainders of those 
forces ready to serve SAVAK so that they could be used on any 
appointed day, a duty that, as events indicate, was given 
over to the British intellegence service in Tehran which has 
been deeply influential in Iran from times of old. 


Also, the present military situation of Iran on the whole is 
sufficient reason for extensive preparation of the entire 
defense and military system to successfully block a counter- 
revolutionary invasion led by the United States. This is an 
issue about which the revolutionary army, brothers, and 
personnel will undoubtedl: have much to say, 


Therefore, in light of the above, which is merely an insigni- 
ficant part of the whole truth, all the forces of the people 
must unite and cooperate in political and militant action 
against the aggressive imperialism of the United States, 
Under such sensitive circumstances, this is an imperative 
ideological and historicel duty. For this purpose, the 
Organization of the Mojahedin-e Khalgq of Iran calls upon all 
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its militant members and its people's militia to follow our 
Pasdaran brothers. Hence, in accordance with the present 
politico-militant order, to ensure unity of action and unity 
of militant command against American imperialism, all members 
and militant teams and the Mojahedin militia are duty-bound 
to obey the order: of their Pasdaran brothers throughout the 
country against the American criminals. Obviously, our men- 
bers will not interfere in any domestic quarrels and will 
merely concentrate on an all-sided struggle against the real 
enemies of our people to trace and uproot the imperialists, 
the extensions of the CIA and the British intellegence 
service, and the organized remainders of SAVAK, 


We hereby call to the attention of all the highest authorities 
of the country the necessity of greater protection than ever 
before for the imam's headqua-ters, water and electricity 
centers, silos, telecommunications systems, radio and tele- 
vision, airports, and national ports, since under conditions 
such as these where the country has not been totally purged of 
foreign and domestic spies and functionaries, there can be no 
complete guaranty of security. We have even obtained samples 
of the efforts of SAVAK centers and officials abroad to 

create a network and reorganize internally. 


In addition, it should be noted that the mobilization and 
unification of the militant action of all anti-imperialist 
people's forces require at least a minimum of agreement and 
anti-imperialistic political coordination, as was the case 
towards the end of the shah's regime when anti-dictatorial 
agreement and cooperation were witnessed in all segments and 
classes of the people. 


On this basis, the Organization of the Mojahedin-e Khalg of 
Iran requests of all political parties, groups, and anti- 
imperialist ~ o> forces who agree with the foundations of 
this communiqué to try, regardless of their ideological and 
political differences, to find ways and slogans to help 
mobilize and coordinate all anti-imperialist forces and 
organizations of the country sharing common national and 
patriotic goals. 


Obviously, the organization will do whatever is necessary and 
in its power since present conditions require that we, 


according to Imam Khomeyni, put aside our ideological 
differences. 


9593 
CSO: 4906 


51 





IRAN 


QASEMLU: NO SURRENDERING OF ARMS UNTIL DEMANDS MET 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 16 Apr 80 p 2 


[Text] Tehran--"We will not surrender our arms until our demands are fully 
accepted by the government, said Kurdish leader ‘Abdorrahman Qasemlu yester- 
day. 


The Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) leader said this was in response to a 
proposal made by Hashem Sabbaghia who is a member of the government good- 
will mission in Kurdistan, that the Kurds should first lay down their arms 
in order to create an atmosphere conducive to the peaceful settlement of 
affairs in the Kurdish region. 


Sabbaghia said that if the Kurdish leaders were sincere in their stand 
against Iraq then they should agree to the "Peshmergas” (Kurdish Guards) 
coming under the control of the regular Army so they could perform more 
effectively. 


Qasemlu, however, disagreed saying that the “Peshmergas" were a civilian 
force and could not come under the control of the military. 


He said that Sabbaghia's proposal had two aspects to it. The first, which 
was a call for cooperation with the regular government forces, the Kurds 
fully agreed to and accepted. But the second, for disarming the Peshmergas 
and bringing them under the control of the Army, they could not accept. 


As to the present situation in the region Qasemlu said there was peace at 
present and hoped that law and order will prevail in future too. However, 
he said, there were certain elements who did not seem to favor the creation 
of a peaceful atmosphere in the region. 


Qasemlu cited the case of an Army helicopter that had fired on Peshmergas 
Guards who were inthe vicinity of an Army unit which was passing through 
‘Orumich on their way to Mahabad. The firing was unprovoked and led to 
further needless clashes. The incident is clear evidence of the fact that 
there were some who were not interested in peace in the region Qasemlu said. 
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IRAN 


REVOLUTLONARY GUARDS KILLED IN JAVANRUD REGION 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 16 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] Tehran--Fighting broke out between Revolutionary guarde and the 
militant aggressors in Javanrud region yesterday. 


Reports reaching here said that at least three Revolutionary Guards were 
killed and others wounded in these clashes. 


The fighting continued until last night and the exact number of those 
wounded or later killed was not known. 


A report from Kermanshah said last night that the fighting broke out between 
the two sides after an armed group of aggressors launched a surprise offen- 
sive against the Revolutionary guards who also opened fire in self defense. 


Meanwhile, the Governor General of West Azarbaijan Jamshid Haqgu told Pars 
News Agency that a militant group of aggressors yesterday carried away by 
force a trailer and a bulldozer together with four persons working on the 
earthmoving machinery. The fate of the four persons taken hostage was 
still not known, Haqgu added. 


Another report from Kermanshah said that an armed group of aggressors 
opened fire on the oil well and the gendarmerie post at Gomrok-e Now (new 
customs building). 


The Commander of the gendarmerie in Kermanshah confirwing this report said 
that no damage was caused to the oil well but the customs building was 


partly damaged. 


In another development one policeman was wounded in Miandowab near Urumiyeh 
after a group of aggressors attacked a group of patrolling police. 


A police force was rushed to the rescue of the patrolling team but the 


aggressors fled after throwing a hand grenade to prevent the police from 
following then. 
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IRAN 


STUDENTS TO GO TO COUNTRIES OTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 28 Apr 80 p 2 


[Text] Dr Hekmat Salehi, chief of the National Organization of Student Af- 
fairs, while explaining the government's new policy of sending students 
abroad said: In view of the difficulties Iranian students have been having 
in the United States, the government of this country is formulating a new 
policy vis-a-vis the nine Common Market countries by means of which we are 
trying to solve the said difficulties. We will also apply this policy here- 
after to some of the Arab countries which have good facilities for higher 
education by establishing cultural relations with such countries as Syria, 
Algeria, and Libya. 


He added that [ran will also send students to Eastern European countries 

for special fields of stud‘es. Likewise, we have also investigated the 
educational possibilities of some of the Third World countries to see whether 
they offer any of the fields of study we need and can use. 


Furthermore, Dr Salehi said: At present, we are also sending a quota of 
students to India and Pakistan. 
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VARIETY OF BCONOMIC, FINANCIAL MEASURES TAKEN 


Nonpayment of Debt to U.S. 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 8 Apr 80 p 1 


{[Text] Following the severing of diplomatic relations between Iran and 

the United States, officials of the Central Bank, today, announced that 
only nine percent of Iran's total foreign reserves are in the United States. 
Hence the U.S. president's decision has little or no effect on Iran's 
foreign currency reserves. 


Central Bank officials today announced that new decisions will be taken 
concerning sending foreign currency to students, patients and retired 
persons in the United States. These decisions will be announced in the 
future. In the new measure arrangements will be made so that foreign cur- 
rency needed by these individuals will be supplied without delay. 


After the occupation of the U.S. spy nest the directors of 750 American 
firme fled from Iran. These firms were actively engaged in business in Iran, 
either independently or as shared capital ventures. 


Apparently Carter's decision includes this group of businessmen who unilat- 
erally cancelled the contracts they had had with Iran and left the country. 


Another informed Central Bank official announced today that the Iranian 
Government will not pay the debts ($800 million) of those recently-national- 
ized private Iranian banks which borrowed money from the U.S. during the 
former shah's regime. 


From another direction, an informed economic official said, concerning 
Carter's recent decision: This decision will harm the U.S. more than any- 
one else, because Iran annually imported an average of $2.7 billion worth 
of goods from the United States. During the past regime Iran became the 
largest importer of American goods; the world's largest commercial contract 
was signed with the U.S. as well, with the help of Kissinger and Ansari. 
The size of this contract was $40 billion, on the basie of which the U.S. 
would carry out several large military, industrial and housing construction 
plane. With the overthrow of the shah's regime these contracts came to a 
halt. 
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U.S. Sanctions Discounted 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 9 Apr 80 p 10 


[Text] Reza Salimi, minister of economic affairs and finance, following an 
announcement of the decisions of an extraordinary session of the Revolu- 
tionary Council which had been convened yesterday morning for an investiga- 
tion of the repercussions arising from the complete severance of diplomatic 
relations between Iran and the U.S., made this announcement: U.S. economic 
sanctions againet Iran were actually applied monthe ago and fortunately we 
were able to confront the toll it took and stand firmly on our own feet. 
Therefore, Carter's decision based on economic punishment of Iran will not 
have much practical effect on condition because the commercial rela- 
tions of the two countries we: tually severed some time ago. 


Salimi added: Goods which were previously acquired from the U.S. are also 
found in other countries. The U.S. cannot be reckoned the world's sole 
producer of the aforesaid goods. Therefore we can provide these types of 
goods from other foreign sources. Fortunately the important factor existing 
at thie time is our financial potentiality which permits us to secure our 
needs from all countries. 


Salimi, concerning food, which according to Carter's atatement is not part 
of the boycott of Iran, but whose import in this situation will be very small 
ow insignificant, stated: Mr Sheybani, minister of agriculture, yesterday 
assured me that food items exist in the country in sufficient quantities. 

We are confident that through relying on the aforementioned existing food 
and further on the possibilities of domestic production, the reduction of 
food and grain imports from the U.S. will certainly not lead to famine or 

a food shortage. In no way should the people be concerned regarding this 
matter. 


The minister of economic affairs and finance in another portion of his 
speech said: In Mossadeq's period the situation was worse than this and 
despite that we saw that for the first time in Iranian history our exports 
outran our imports and the country's economy bloomed. It is clear that the 
possibility for a repetition of that blossoming also exists in the present 
conditions and is not impracticable. 


Subsidy for Small Industries 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 7 Apr 80 p 12 


[Text] The amount to be payed for a plan is approximately 50 mil- 
lion rials. 





The credit Sepah Bank has allocated for the execution of the president's 
decree aimed at getting the wheels of the economy moving again is about 
55 billion rials. Thirty-five billion rials of that will be spent for the 








establishment of small industries and the remaining 20 billion riale will 
be paid out as revolving credit to those firms. 


‘Ali Reza Mahmudi, managing director of Sepah Bank, made this statement in 
a press and radio television interview. 


Several months ago a group of economiste and experte made investigations 
under the supervision and direction of the president of the republic. 
Numerous sessions were held with hie participation in the prime minister's 
office and Sepah Bank. Following this we also organized a seminar which 
was held in Sepah Bank with the participation of university professors, 
experte ‘rom some of the ministries and governmental organizations and 
expert: .om several commercial and specialty banks. We held these dis- 
cussions in order to allocate a portion of our banking resources for the 
establishment, start-up and expansion of small and medium-sized industries. 


Mahmudi said that the amount of credit allocated for the performance of this 
plan is 55 billion rials. Thirty-five billion rials of that amount will be 
spent for the establishment of small and medium-sized industries in rural 
areas and small and large cities, with the exception of Tehran (outside 

a 120 km radius from Tehran). The remaining amount of 20 billion rials 
will be spent for getting industries of this type in Tehran moving again 
and for the start-up and expansion of them in rural areas and small and 
large cities. 


Concerning the rates of service charge and guaranteed interest, Mahmudi 
said: In respect to the government's economic and social policies for the 
establishment of this kind of industry, four percent service charge with- 
out guaranteed interest has been considered for the rural areas. The 
contemplated rates for industries in small and large cities are as follows: 
in emall cities, four percent service charge and three percent guaranteed 
interest; in big cities, other than Tehran (outside a 120-km radius from 
Tehran), four percent service charge plus four percent guaranteed interest. 
As for start-up and expansion of existing industries, it must be noted that 
in Tehran (within a 120-km radius) loans will be made only for getting in- 
dustries with current productive capacity into operation; four percent 
service charge and six percent interest will be charged. A noteworthy point 
is this plan's connection with the government's policy of decentralization. 
Unite presently located in small or large cities which transfer their place 
of establishment to small cities or villages, will be interpreted from 
this plan's viewpoint as newly-founded industries. Thus they will be en- 
titled to the preferable rate of guaranteed interest for industry estab- 
lishment. 


Pointing to the matter of priorities, he said: In the execution of this 
plan in accordance with the policy ammounced by Bani-Sadr, creation of 
employment and utilization of domestic raw materials have been considered 
special priorities. It must not be left unsaid that other considerations 
such as increased production of essential goods, efforts towards liberation 
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from foreign economic domination, just distribution of incomes, and the 
establishment of the most complete reciprocal relations between economic 
sectors are also priorities, with which this plan will also concern itself. 


He said: Loans made for establishing industries will have a 5-year repay- 
ment period, beginning 1 year after the initial loan. A period of 3 years 
altogether has been considered for loans made for the start-up and expan- 
sion of existing industries. Of course in those cases which a bank deems 
completely necessary, 4 and 8-year extensions can be granted. 


Mahmudi, concerning the amount of the loans, said: The maximum amount 

for a plan being presented would be in the neighborhood of 50 million rials. 
In this area priority will also be given to plans in which several individ- 
uals functioning as members of a cooperative have practical partnership in 
carrying out the plan. 


The managing director of Sepah Bank then went on to emphasize the bank's 
readiness to receive, examine and execute plans: I hereby announce that 
this bank, with the assistance of the responsible, related state organiza- 
tions, is ready as of right now to accept plan applications. All those 
persons possessing plans and wishing to actively participate in the crea- 
tion of small and medium-sized industries can take the first step by calling 
upon the Bureau of Plan Examination and Supervision in Sepah Bank's central 
office, or by submitting their plans by letter to the same bureau. 


Import Allocations Made 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 9 Apr 80 p 10 
[Text] Egg imports inflicted a 40-million tuman loss on the government. 


The value of imports for the year ‘58 [21 March 1979 to 20 March 1980] 
came to $1.2 billion. This amount does not include the value of iron 
goois imported in the same year. 


Mortaza Movahedizadeh, managing director of the C: vernment Commerce Company, 
yesterday announced the levels of essential goods and consumer items which 
were imported in '58. He said that last year it was determined that the 
government would import 1.5 million tons of wheat; of this amount 1.15 
million tons were imported. This wheat was purchased from Australia, France, 
Argentina and Turkey at an international price of between $210 and $220 a 
ton; a major portion of this wheat was bought from Australia. He then 
stated that in the current year, in accordance with the government's pro- 
gram, it has been agreed to import 1.5 million tons of wheat, a portion 

of that to be purchased from Romania. In the event that during the current 
year the farmers are encouraged and wheat production increases, imports will 
be less and we will stockpile our domestic production. 


He added that the purchase prices of the Government Commerce Company were 
based on the best international prices and that the wheat was transported 
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by Iran National Shipping (formerly Arya). Movahedizadeh then pointed to 
the import of barley, saying: Barley imports for poultry feed were about 
400,000 tons, purchased at a price between $180 and $190 a ton. The gov- 
ernment imported 350,000 tons of corn, and the private sector also under- 
took to import corn on ite own initiative. He said, concerning vegetable 
oil imports: Last year about 400,000 tons of liquid vegetable oil were 
imported; the price of this commodity has recently fallen, but it was $626 
aton. Liquid vegetable oil was imported from Holland, Brazil, Spain and 
France. 


He said: Last year problems arose in the production and distribution of 
vegetable oil. This caused the government to sustain a loss of 1.2 million 
tumans so that the people could buy vegetable oil cheaply. But with the 
inefficiency that existed in the productive and distributive sector the 
public was confronted with problems if they desired to use vegetable oil. 
He said that in ‘'58 about 371,000 tons of rice were imported. Of course 
prior to the U.S. embargo, in the first part of the year '58, some of this 
rice was imported from the U.S., but afterwards all purchases were made 
from Thailand and Pakistan. The price of rice per ton was between $440 to 
$450 and it was of the best quality. 


Egg Imports 


He then pointed to the problem of egg imports and said: Last year 9000 
tons of eggs were imported. This was because a shortage of eggs was ob- 
served in the winter and because domestic production declined due to 
cold weather. We had no alternative but to make imports, and since the 
roads, such as the highway from Turkey, were blocked by snow and ice, we 
were compelled to transport the purchased eggs by airplane. 


It is under consideration to cut egg imports during the first part of the 
current year since as the weather warms up domestic production will in- 
crease and the need [to import] will be eliminated. The total price of 

the imported eggs was between 90 and 170 rials, but they were sold to con- 
sumers at a price of 135 rials per kilo; at the same time, the government, 
by paying the difference, sustained a loss of between 36 to 40 million 
tumans. The managing director of the Government Commerce Company said 
concerning iron imports: Last year 100,000 tons of iron were imported, 

and this year it has been agreed to import 600,000 tons of iron. The 

price of iron (C & F) was between $420 and $425 a ton; iron is imported 
from Eastern Europe. He announced that the stockpile of iron was about 
800,000 tons, and if sellers wish to increase the price, we will introduce 
that into the market and also control the price. In the matter of sugar 
imports he added: Last year the government purchased 900,000 tons of sugar, 
and because the price showed great fluctuations, purchases began at $250 
and went up to $650 a tom. But once again the price has decreased. The 
purchased sugar was from South American countries, and we have also pur- 
chased refined sugar from Germany, Holland, France and Brazil. At the 
close of his speech he said: Last year we did not purchase fruit, luxury 
items or cement. There was no need to import these products and in principle 
the first item of work for the government is the prevention of the import of 
luxury goods. 
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IRAN 


MINISTER © MENTS ON BUDGET FOR NEW YEAR 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 21 Apr 80 p 10 


/Article: "The Outlines of the 1980-81 Budget Have Been Disclosed by 
Ezzatollah Sahabi, Minister without Portfolio and Plan and Budget Organi- 
zation Supervisor"'/ 


/Text/ Ezzatollah Sahabi, minister without portfolio and supervisor of the 


Plan and Budget Organization, placed information regarding this year's 
budget at the disposal of Pars News Agency yesterday. 


The Plan and Budget Organization supervisor said, "In general, this year 
our sources of revenue, which have been forecast in the budget are, 
firstly, the oil sales revenues chapter, and, second, the chapter on tax 
revenues from revenues of government companies domestically and probably 
government capital investment abroad." 


He stated, "Along with all the agreements and accords and other forecasts 
made regarding oil sales, oil revenues will be 1,623,000,000,000 rials. 
Other domestic sources such as taxes, company profits and so on have been 
forecast at 600 billion rials. All in all, the country's total revenues 
will amount to 2.23 trillion rials." 


Regarding current government expenses, Sahabi stated that the government's 
expenses are divided into two categories--current expenses and development 
expenses, or fixed capital investment. 


He continued, "The basic problem in the composition of any budget is the 
ratio of these two figures to one another, that is, the ratio of develop- 
ment expenses to current expenses. Out of 2.2 trillion rials in revenues, 
close to 1.6 trillion or 78 percent of that is oil's contribution. This 
is not productive income. 


"Similarly, the other 600 billion riale are from tax and other revenues 
and comparing the 933 billion rials, the development budget's share, and 
calculating the current budget, which is about 1.65 billion rials, we will 
have a budget deficit of about 343 billion rials. Of course, another 20 
billion rials will be added to this budget deficit figure for debts on 
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loans we have abroad. You will concur that this is not a sound budget. 
If we continue in this manner in future years, it will be impossible and 
out of the question to emerge from dependence. 


"Thus what must we do to cope with this situation? In my view, three basic 
jobs must be carried out in the budget. One is to reduce current expendi- 
tures, the second is to raise the sources of revenue and the third is to 
increase the share of development expenses." 


Government Emp loyees 
On lowering current expenses, he said, 


"Ninety percent of this budget is spent on salaries and wages for govern- 
ment employees. Only 10 percent spent on other government agency expenses. 
Last year, in this regard, we observed some economies. This year, it will 
also happen that we will have greater economies." 


He said, "Government employees constitute the bulk of the country's active 
force; they are about 40 percent of the nation's active force and if these 
workers lower their expectations, reduce consumption and draw lower salar- 
ies and wages, or retire from government work, or engage in productive ac- 
tivity, that will be a source of national income or national product and 

they will be performing a big service to our consumer society to this end." 


The Bevelopment Budget 


The Plan and Budget Organization supervisor then stated, with respect to 
the country's development budget "One bitter fact must be stated: from 
March 1979, the revolutionary government inherited enormous costly pro- 
jects, most of which were not of use and in some areas were deleterious to 
the national interest. Many of these projects constituted the bulk of ex- 
penditures, Therefore, the government could not leave them as they were 
and perforce was compelled to continue them, of course with economies, and 
the attempt was made at first to reduce their scope and extent so they 
would be completed more cheaply and secondly to avoid waste to a greater 
extent. We have no choice but to continue this course this year as well. 
However, all in all, we are the captive of these projects and until they 
are completed the bulk of the budget will be spent on this activity. 

After the budget for this, a little amount will remain and, with more use- 
ful, essential projects in production, especially those for just distribu- 
tion of wealth, we will raise the incomes of the downtrodde: classes." 


Increasing Production 


Sahabi said, “Our objective in the current year is to plan in such a way 
that we will raise the production of such institutions and productive 
sectors as the steel industries, petrochemicals, military, food, construc- 
tion and so forth and give a greater share of our development budget to 
them." 
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The Ostene' Share 


Regarding the powers of the governors general, Sahabi said “Thie year, in 
order to derive greater benefit from the country's work potential, which 
le mostly dietcibuted among Che ostans, and also so that use may be made 
of the workforce in the ostans, the governors general wii! «ave full power 
in terme of their needs and priorities, Sterting thie yar, we have creat- 
ed very many basic facilities with respect to the ostan budget so that all 
the current and development credite of each ostan will be placed at the 
disposal of the osten iteelf and the governor general, with the agreement 
of the heade of the executive agencies and the Plan and Budget bureau head 
in the osten, can dietribute these credite to various jobe which they will 
determine to have priority and, making decisions in the light of the econ- 
omic and human capacity of their environoment, can advance some projects 
and hold back others. 


"In thie fashion, the hands of the governor generals and lawful authorities 
in the ostans will be free to advance their work; it is just the nationwide 
projects which will remain under the control of the capital. The special 
regional projects will remain with the offices of the governors general." 


He added, “In spite of the fact that revenues this year show 4 shortage 
relative to lest year, we have nonetheless increased ostans' development 


share 30 percent so that they can carry out most of the projects and plans 
they have.” 
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IRAN 


FI\':=YEAR PLAN DEEMED URGENT FOR AGRICULTURE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 28 Apr 80 p 10 


(Article by Engineer Mohammad Noruzi-Qazvini: "Migration and 
Housing Two Inseparable Factors: The Necessity of Providing 
a Five-Year Plan for Agricultural Development" 


[Text]? In the previous article, the system that western 
imperialism creates in countries under its domination in 
order to force villagers to collectively migrate to cities 
was discussed briefly. In addition, we said that through the 
creation of artificial, unproductive jobs such as service and 
governmental jobs or assembly industries, it distributes 
among these people the national income of these countries 
which is obtained through the sale of natural resources. And 
Since there are no products to be consumed by them, the 
dominated countries in responding to the wants of these 
people who have money in their hands while there are no goods 
to buy, allow the free import of items made by western imperi- 
alists. In addition, as we know, western imperialism has 
arranged a system whereby the national incomes of these 
countries depend upon the sale of natural resources needed by 
the west (such as copper in Chile and Zaire or oil in Iran) 
to enable it to constantly control the economic pulse of these 
countries. With a little attention, it is evident that the 
national revenues of these countries are spent on essential 
investments in this very system and on imported consumer 
items from imperialistic countries (whether western or 
eastern) and thus plundered, The imperialists go to great 
extremes in this plunder to make the dominated countries 
forever indebted to those banks and financial establishments 
under their own influence. 


Now that we have a relative grasp of the dominating western 
imperialist system, we will be able to bring about a system 
which will neutralize the aforementioned system, 
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The basic goal of this new system must be the prevention of 
the unreasonable migration of villagers to the cities. The 
gradual migration of villagers to the cities is quite natural, 
an outcome of the first phase of development (which is the 
replacement of the plow for agricultural industry), Following 
this phase, the surplus of individuals in the agricultural 
sector created by th’ industrialization of agriculture will 
gradually enter into a well-planned non-agricultural program, 
To this end, in every country after the revolutionary Islamic 
government comes to power, a five-year program for agricul- 
tural development should immediately be announced, It should 
be supervised by a committee of at least five ministers, In 
order to ensure the success of such a program, whose periferal 
benefits include the regulation and guidance of rural migra- 
tion, attention should be paid to the following: 


A, Mobilization of Financial Resources 


The primary factor affecting the growth and development of the 
agricultural sector, or any other sector for that matter, is 
the amount of existing financial resources or the financial 
resources available to that production sector, Therefore, we 
must facilitate and encourage the transference of finan ial 
resources to the agricultural sector through the following 
policies, 


1, The creation of a National Fund for Agricultural Develop- 
ment: 


In every village, a fund called the National Fund for Agricul- 
tural Development should be established under the supervision 
of representatives of the Agricultural Bank overseen by 
several trusted local people. Every purchaser of agricultural 
goods from this village would contribute to this fund a sum 
not less than 20 percent above the agreed purchase price. 


In order to encourage villagers to produce more, governments 
should give all their financial aid to the agricultural 
sector through these very funds in direct proportion to the 
sum which has eccumulated in the National Fund for the 
development of each village through the sale of its products. 


2. The reform of banking regulations in the interest of the 
agricultural sector: 


The nation's banking system must make arrangements to ensure 
that within a maximum period of one year up to 25 percent of 
the total credits given are concentrated in this sector, and 








these credits should only be given to the National Funds for 
Agricultural Development, 


3. Not giving direct loans to farmers: 


Experience has shown, considering the western imperialist 
system, that loans given directly to farmers are unfortunately 
used for buying consumer goods and luxury items for the 
farmers rather than for real investments such as drilling 
water wells, purchasing agricultural machinery, or leveling 
the ground. Therefore, the system of granting direct loans 
to farmers must be stopped, Instead, the aforementioned 
funds should be spent on purchasing agricultural machinery or 
drilling wells, depending on regional priorities, and the 
farmer-landowner should pledge to the seller of agricultural 
machinery or the well driller to repay the loan within a 
period of 10 years after the purchase, 


4, Unlimited credit for the development of irrigation and 
agricultural machinery: 


Since the essential problem of Iranian agriculture concerns 
to a certain extent the shortage of water and agricultural 
machinery, regulations must be devised to facilitate the 
Agricultural Bank's providing the aforementioned funds with 
unlimited loans and credit for the development of irrigation 
and agricultural machinery. 


B. Devising Preferential Regulations for the Agricultural 
Sector 


In order to enable financial mobilization to affect all levels 
of the agricultural sector without being confronted with 
obstacles, it is necessary to devise specific regulations 
concerning this sector as well as activities related to it, 


1, Limitations on the ownership of agricultural lands: 


Western imperialism usually arranges to control and supervise 
the financial and economic powers in the societies it 
dominates through individuals and organizations it trusts. 

Tt thereby regulates the ownership of agricultural land 
(itself a political and economic power) to such an extent that 
more than 90 percent of these lands are owned by a small 
number of preordained people or organizations. This situation 
is widely evident in Asian and Latin American countries. 
Therefore, in order to stop this dependency system, the 
ownership of agricultural lands must be determined or limited 
according to the degree of mechanization. Of course it is 
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obvious that each year the scale of this limitation must 
increase in proportion to the increase in technology so that 
a self-sufficient agricultural industry is created in the 
country fas published/, 


?, Establishing shareholder cooperatives for agricultural 
services: 


In order to avoid bureaucracy and paperwork which only slow 
down work, in every city which has a governor's office, a 
shareholder cooperative for agricultural services should be 
immediately formed, The initial investment in these coopera- 
tives would be determined according to the number of villages 
under the jurisdiction of the governor's office as well as 
regional priorities, A maximum of about 10 percent of the 
investment in these cooperatives would be provided by the 
government and the rest would be put at the disposal of the 
employees of the cooperative through their cooperative owner- 
ship fas published/. Of course, since in the beginning these 
cooperative employees will not have the money necessary to 
become shareholders in the cooperative, the national banking 
system should loan the employees of the aforementioned 
cooperatives the necessary capital. These cooperatives will 
begin by establishing irrigation, electricity, machinery, 
fertilizer, and insecticide units and the like, depending on 
the services needed by the villages under the jurisdiction of 
the governor's office in that city and will obtain the money 
to pay for them according to a chart to be approved by the 
high council of the National Fund for Agricultural Develop- 
ment of that village. 


3. Encouraging graduates and government employees to serve 
in rural areas: 


Western imperialism attracts the people of the societies under 
its domination to the worship of luxury, material goods, and 
self-centeredness through propaganda and the presentation of 
a system of individual freedom devoid of social responsibi- 
lity. The basic tenet of service to the people which is 
considered a religiously good deed in Islamic schooling and 
ideology is replaced by that of making money in order to 
spend more and satisfy individual self-centeredness, Unfor- 
tunately, this manner of thought and action has penetrated to 
the core of the society which has been under the domination 
of western imperialism for a long time, The majority of 
specialists, educated merchants, professionals, etc. have 
grown up with this type of thinking. You can see examples of 
it amongst the physicians who take their fees like businessmen 
even before their patients enter their rooms, Fortunately, 
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of late a large number of them have changed their places of 
profession and gone to those very countries whose systems 
correspond to their way of thinking. Another example would 
be those merchants who are presently plundering the society 
in spite of Islamic rules, with inspiration from that same 
imperialistic system, Therefore, until the time when this 
kind of thinking has been abolished from the society, it will 
be necessary to devise regulations to encourage the educated 
and specialists to work in rural areas in order to raise the 
level of technology in those areas. 


C,. Mobilization of Resources for the Production of Agricul- 
tural Machinery and Equipment 


Through the mobilization of financial resources and the 
increased development of the agricultural sector, activity 
in this sector will certainly improve. But the mobilization 
of financial and manpower resources alone is not sufficient. 
That would cause inflation, uncontrolled wage increases, and 
also high prices for agricultural goods. The result of such 
@ phenomenon would be deadly and damaging for every revolu- 
tionary government, Therefore, simultaneous with the 
mobilization of the abovementioned resources, resources for 
the production of agricultural machinery and equipment must 
also be developed and mobilized, 


1, Establishing shareholder cooperatives for the production 
of agricultural equipment: 


With the studies previously undertaken concerning the 
country's soil and climate in relation to existing agricultu- 
ral equipment, it is certain that much of this equipment has 
been recognized as appropriate to the soil and climate of the 
country. Thus, in the first phase, the import of all useless 
kinds of equipment must be prohibited. Then, the phase of 
reproducing the abovementioned machinery should begin. Of 
course, at the same time the development of agricultural 
equipment which is completely appropriate to the climatic 
conditions of the country should begin with the help of 
technical universities and government and private agricultural 
institutions, 


The capital for these cooperatives must be provided in the 
same way through credits from the banking system and should 
be divided between the government and its employees. Agricul- 
tural equipment produced by such factories should be sold 
directly to the shareholder cooperatives for agricultural 
services mentioned above to be given to the farmers, 
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2, Establishing shareholder cooperatives for the production 
of fertilizers and insecticides: 


Under the same system of initial investment and government 
supervision and considering the situation and the amount of 
agriculture and animal husbandry in each region, a shareholder 
cooperative should be established for the production of one or 
more kinds of fertilizer or insecticide. Of course, in order 
to eliminate the middleman, which creates a worrisome situa- 
tion for the products of these factories, the products should 
be distributed in the rural areas by the shareholder coopera- 
tives for agricultural services, Therefore, we can see that 
one of the important effects of establishing cooperatives for 
agricultural services is the elimination of the middleman. 

In this way, the villagers will be able to satisfy their 
agricultural needs most easily. 


With the implementation of this agricultural development 
project, an important part of financial, manpower, technical, 
and industrial facilities in the country will be made avail- 
able to the farmers, Within a maximum period of five years, 
this sector would be able to regulate the migration of the 
farmers to the cities as well as bring about agricultural 
self-sufficiency, This would be a first step toward reducing 
the demand for housing in the cities, But, unfortunately, the 
problem of housing is not one to be resolved so easily. It 
requires more discussion, which will be taken up in future 
articles, 
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OIL SHIPMENTS TO PORTUGAL CUT OFF 
Tehran THHRAN TIMES in English 20 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] Tehran--Iran announced yesterday it has halted all oil sales to 
Portugal following Lisbon's decision to support U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter's economic sanctions against Iran. 


An official statement said that "following the Portuguese government's deci- 
sion to respond positively to Carter's economic sanctions against Iran, 
the delivery of oil to Portugal has been cut off." 


The statement also warned "Non-Portuguese companies which buy oil from 
Iran, are hereby notified that they will be blacklisted by the Iranian 
Oil Ministry if they deliver a single barrel of Iranian oil to Portugal." 


The Iranians have already blocked oil exports to the United States, Israel, 
South Africa and the Philippines. 


Oil Minister ‘Ali Akbar Mo'infar in an interview said "Portugal was one of 
the first countries to adopt a hostile attitude towards Iran after the 
halting of oil exports to the USA and after Carter's threats." 


"It was announced last December that the Portuguese government was ready to 
place ite military bases in the Azores at the disposal of the USA for an 
attack on Iran. This announcement caused us to revise our oil relations 
with Portugal,” he was quoted as saying. 


Mo'infar added: “We have no commercial relations with Portugal which could 
possibly effect our trade. Portugal's step in imposing economic sanctions 
on Iran is aimed at procleiming its subservience to the USA and creating an 
anti-Iranian atmosphere abroad. 


"For us, Portugal is now in the same classe as Israel, South Africa, the USA 
and the Philippines, to which oil exports are also banned." 


According to other related news from Tokyo Iran has threatened to stop its 
shipments of crude oil to Japan from Monday should Japanese oil firms 
fail to accept higher prices by today, Press reports here said yesterday. 


69 











The reports, quoting Japanese oll] industries sources, said that lLran had 
notified its decision to 12 Japanese oil companies which buy Iranian crude. 


The reports said that [ran proposed to raise the price of its crude by 2.5 
dollars per barrel to 35 dollare retroactive to April 1. But negotiations 
between the Japanese oil industries and the National Iranian O11 Co. (NIOC) 
in Tehran broke down last Thureday. 

They said that NIOC insisted that the Japanese reply by today. 


However, the oil refiners decided to reject the Iranian demand after consult- 
ing with the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, the reports added. 


CSO: 4920 
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INTERIOR SUFFERING FROM SHORTAGE OF OIL TRANSPORT 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 22 Apr 80 p 12 


/Text/ In connection with the shortage of ta.« trucks in Abadan and Tehran 
and problems with oil products distribution in some shahrestans, the Minis- 
try of Oil has published an announcement, whose text is as follows: "Sup- 
plying oil product requirements throughout the country and completing stor- 
age construction plans for the maximum consumption season will require the 
execution of reserve plans and plans for transport from production centers 
to consuming areas. Unfortunately, under conditions where the transporta- 
tion of fuels to various destinations in the country is not being carried 
out properly and complaints are constantly being made of shortages in fuel 
inventories in some shahrestans, trucks in Abadan and Tehran, the major 
oil products producing centers, a large number of oil tank trucks have left 
Abadan and have accumulated in Esfahan. As a result, about 600 oil tanker 
trucks have collected in Esfahan, which does not need more than 150 re- 
serve oil tank trucks, and they insist on working only in the Esfahan area. 
In areas of Azarbayjan and Khorasan there is an exceptionally conspicuous 
surplus of trucks in excess of local requirements. These trucks refrain 
from agreeing to shift to parallel transport and will agree only to trans- 
port cargoes to their own shahrestans on returning to central depots in 
Tehran. Under conditions when oil products inventories in the main pro- 
duction centers and central depots are constantly increasing, problems 
have occurred in meeting our beloved compatriots’ requirements because the 
tank trucks are failing to follow reserve plans and refuse to transport 
and replace fuels in accordance with general operational requirements. In 
the event these irregular procedures continue, intensive measures will be 
taken in the future. 


“Unfortunately, in spite of repeated warnings by the Ministry of Oil, these 
types of tank trucks have not shown concern for the public interest and 

are not providing the requisite cooperation. Last year fuel transporta- 
tion also met with difficulties in various areas when disruptions of this 
kind arose in terms of supply requirements, and Ministry of Oil officials, 
in spite of all the discomforts, tried, through persuasion and guidance, 

to make people aware of the grave responsibility they possess. Unfortun- 
ately, however, since tank truck drivers have not heeded this guidance, 

the Ministry of Oil considers that it has no choice but to expose and 
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rapidly declare the activity of a number of truck owners and drivers before 
the heroic and revolutionary people of Iran. It is the decision of the 
Ministry of Oil that from this date on oil trucks which commit malfeasance, 
preferring their interests to the interest of society and refraining from 
accepting cargoes for determined destinations in order to observe their 
comfort, will in no way be tolerated. If tanker trucks are not prepared 

to follow the plan for supplying reserve requirements to various areas, 
contracts with such trucks will be abrogated, the consigning of cargoes to 
them will be strictly avoided in the future, and this sort of disruptive 
activity will be considered counterrevolutionary." 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


ESFAHAN STEEL PLANT CONVERTER--Tehran--A Soviet-aided extension to one of 
Iran's largest steel plants was commissioned yesterday and an Iranian 
official declared the extension would help Iran resist American "threats," 
TASS reported yesterday. The Soviet news agency said the new converter 
at the steel plant in Esfahan, would boost the plant's production to 1.9 
million tons of steel per year. It quoted Mohammad Bojnurdi, governor- 
general of Esfahan province, as declaring that the new converter was "a 
weighty contribution to the Iranian people's struggle against economic . 
blockade and threats of military intervention by American imperialism." 
Bojnurdi expressed "deep gratitude" to Soviet specialists for their 
assistance, TASS said. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 20 Apr 80 


p 1) 


CLASH IN ZANJAN--Tehran--At least 19 persons were reported injured in a 

face to face clash between the supporters of the Peoples' Mujahedeen Organ- 
ization (PMO) and a large number of people who were shouting slogans against 
the PMO in Zanjan, yesterday. A Pars News Agency report said that thousands 
of people in the city of Zanjan had gathered in front of the PMO building 

to protest against the film about PMO leader Masoud Rajavi which was shown 
on a close circuit television in a school here. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES 
in English 16 Apr 80 p 1} 


KISH ISLAND EXEMPTION--Tehran--All goods imported into Kish Island will be 
exempt from customs duty according to a bill approved by the Revolutionary 
Council and announced yesterday. By terms of the bill all such duty-free 
goods will be permitted for sale at shops and receive further exemption 
benefits by way of commercial and municipal taxes which will not be charged 
on them. [Excerpt] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 20 Apr 80 p 2] 
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ISRAEL 


SHIMON PERES ATTACKED IN CONNECTION WITH RABBINATE LAW 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 26 Mar 80 p 9 
{[Article: "The Desire To Return To Power Dictates all Moves of Peres"|] 


[Text] If you think that the Messiah will come when Likud falls, if you 
believe that Labor Party Chairman Shimon Peres will rise to power at the 
head of 62 Knesset members, if you have such rosy dreams,--you cannot 
possibly belong to the Labor Party. Anyone believing in these fantasies 
must belong to an esoteric religious sect whose main preoccupation is 
superstition. In spite of this, the Labor Party chairman is now doing 

all he can to prove and convince others that these dreams can be realized. 
At this point, after 3 years in the opposition, efforts are confined to 
words only. 


Peres is trying, quite logically so, to build on the ruins of Likus and 
the burnt-out land left behind. But these efforts cannot obliterate or 
make anyone forget some facts. At the twilight of the party and its fall 
at the elections, most of its leaders were expelled, some resigned and 
others simply died. The hoped for rejuvenation has yet to happen. No 
new leaders have surfaced. The beaurocrats in the branches are running 
the party, now more than in the past. 


What is even more worrisome is that to date the party has not cleaned its 
own house. The lessons of its fall have yet to be learned. Nothing has 
been done to ensure internal democracy. There is no assurance that some 
appointed committee will not continue to decide in back rooms and under 
the table who will lead the party. Not the slightest effort has been 
made to prove that the Labor Party will update obsolete social and eco- 
nomic ideas which continue to plague our society and economy, such as to 
ensure the authority of the party over the Histadrut. 


Shimon Peres alone has the copyright over the magic words "rehabilitation 
of the party." But these have nothing to do with reality. The cliche is 
not based on facts. Promises that the Labor Party is better, improved, 
more prepared to assume power, have no substance. 
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The opposite is true. Certain of the deeds, or misdeeds, of Peres, shed 
light over a dangerous trend. The desire to return to power--actually 
the lust for power--now dictates all of Peres' moves. The closer the 
smell of power gets, the less hesitant Peres becomes in selling out, at 
any price, the most sacred ideas of the party. Two cases exemplify the 
liquidation sale, Peres’ style. The first is the Law of the Chief 
Rabbinate. 


Secret Agreement 


Last December Peres was invited to the convention of the Reformed rabbis 
in North America, which was held in Toronto. In preparation for the 
trip, he wrote a “religious document" comprised of 8 sections, all lib- 
eral. In this document, presented to the party secretariat, Peres 
promised "to act for ensuring religious services and funding for all 
religious movements," to "work to facilitate conversion procedures so as 
to prevent superfluous suffering," to “object to any religious dictates 
and to take care that the religious institutions do not employ pressure 
and coercion.” There was also a section stating that “the Labor Party 
is neither a religious party nor is it anti-religious." This means that 
in Peres' eyes all are equal, Reformed and Orthodox. 


According to reports from Toronto, Peres was very warmly received. In 
the eyes of the Reformed rabbis, who were worried over Likud's rule under 
the auspices of Agudat Israel and NRP, Peres, the chairman of the major 
opposition party, was the life saver, the only chance. But the Toronto 
convention was held in December, in faraway Canada. Who remembers? Who 
knows? 





At the same time, clandestinely, and without notifying the media or the 
public, a detailed agreement was worked out between representatives of 
the Labor Party and NRP to prepare the Law of the Chief Rabbinate. This 
was done with Peres’ knowledge, approval and full support. For some 
reason, perhaps because he did not want to stop the racing Labor Party- 
NRP cart, Peres did not see fit to find out whether the Law of the Chief 
Rabbinate fits in with his "religious document," which he himself had 
prepared, or with the needs of the Reformed movement. 


At midnight on 16 May, on the eve of the final vote on the Law of the 
Chief Rabbinate, leaders of the Reformed movement came to Peres' door- 
step. They were stunned at his apology and explanation as to how the 
deal with NRP, and his support of the law to be voted on, could possibly 
fit in with the document he had presented in Toronto. 


The gist of what Mr Peres said is as follows: "My commitment in Toronto 
was for the eventuality of the Labor Party returning to power. Coopera- 
tion with NRP in preparing the Law of the Chief Rabbinate, which favors 
the Orthodox movement, was intended to facilitate the Labor Party to 
reach that goal!" Does Mr Peres intend, if he attains power with the 
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help of NAP, to abolish the Law of the Chief Rabbinate as a favor to the 
Reformed movement’ 


Those versed with the dark alleys of religious politics know that the law 
wae the result of the desire of the young generation within NRP to ensure 
that Rabbi Shlomo Goren ie reelected Ashkenazi chief rabbi. It was be- 
cause of the almost absolute command of (Sephardi) Chief Rabbi ‘Ovadye 
Yosef has over the rabbinate and the deep hatred between the two rabbis, 
that they could not help Goren. For Zvulun Hammer, Yehuda Ben-Me'ir and, 
reluctantly eo, Minister of Religion Aharon Abu-Hatzeira (a protege of 
Rabbi Goren), Goren's reelection wae an absolute gust for them to acquire 
@ political power base within the rabbinate. 


About two years ago, NRP prevented the elections to the chief rabbinate 
from being held, because it knew then that Goren would not be reelected. 
The Labor Party, headed by Peres, participated in this anti-democratic 
trick very willingly. That exercise came to an end on 16 March, when 
the legislative job was completed. Rabbi Goren, according to the new 
law, will be Ashkenazi chief rabbi, without election, until 1982/83. 


And what happens if the young generation is not fully appeased? Members 
of Knesset Shimon Peres and Moshe Shakhal imposed party discipline, so 
party members had to vote for the Law. The freedom of vote which was 
avarded the party's members with regard to the Camp David accords was 
denied to them on an issue of conscience. And ju.*t a8 4 reminder: At 
issue here is a chief rabbi who does not hesitate to voice his super 
hawkish views on settlement on the West Sank. 


it is doubtful that Rabbi Goren's stand on foreign and defense issues 
concerns the Labor Party chairman very auch. On the other hand, any~- 
one listening to what Peres has had to say on these issues in the past 
2 years has a lot to worry about. His frequent trips to Europe and 
the United States, his meetings with leaders of the Socialist Interna- 
tionale and with Jew‘sh leaders throughout the world are indicative 
enough of which way the wind is blowing. 


There were no buyers for the “functional compromise” that he and Dayan 
proposed via the Alinement government. All world leaders are talking 
in terms of far-reaching territorial concessions and recognition of 
the just rights of the Palestinians. In the special Knesset seeting 
in honor of Jimmy Carter, Mr Peres made it clear to the distinguished 
guest where exactly he stands today. 


The opposition leader talked in support of the Yariv-Shem-Tov formula 
that supports negotiations with Palestinian organizations which recog- 
nize Ierael. Peres also mentioned the just rights of the Palestinians. 
For those who can no longer stand Likud reign, Ari‘el Sharon's activities 
with Gush Beunia and the like, Peres’ words seemed like a breath of fresh 
air. Anyone who complained about Peres and the Labor Party's blurred 
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political positions and their inability to form a firm and stable front 
againet the coalition, could find a new approach in Peres’ words. But 
in recent weeks it seems that the real Shimon Peres ie finally emerging. 


Cards on The Table 


in order to please Carter, Peres voiced dovish opinions. But what can be 
done to gain the confidence of NRP and hasten its departure from the gov- 
ernment, 80 a8 to topple the government? Early in March, some of NRP's 
leaders met in Peres’ office for a final discussion on the Law of the 
Chief Rabbinate. After examining all religious issues, Peres felt NRP's 
willingness to move the elections up. In the course of the conversation, 
Yehuda Ben-Me'ir retorted to Peres: “Why should NRP cooperate with the 
Labor Party which supports withdrawale in Judea and Samaria?" 


Peres bad a response 411 ready. The same thing will be done as was done 
by Golda Meir and Yitehaq Rabin=-the coalition agreement with NRP will 
state that when negotiations on the future of the West Bank are concluded, 
there will be elections, again. What was good enough for the late 

Mre Meir ond the hawke in 1974, before anyone dreamed that Sadat would 
vieit Jerusalem, will be good enough for Peres, who is considered a 

dove in 1980. True, this kind of an agreement ties the hands of the prime 
minister, who will be conducting the negotiations, and actually contra- 
dicte all his statements of the past 2 years. Sut this is apparently of 
no consequence to Shimon Peres. Ensuring his power is more important. 


About 3} days before Yig'al Allon's death, Member of Knesset Khaika 
Groseman, of MAPAM, explained why she preferred Peres to Allon a8 party 
chairman. “Shimon is pragmatic. He is lexible. He can change his 
position. He used to be a hawk, now he is a dowe. Yig'al is a aan of 
principles, he has an ideology. He initiated the Allon plan and he stiil 
stands by it.” 


The dialog between Peres and NRP shows that the Labor Party chairman and 
its candidate for prime minister is indeed a flexible man. Principles 
are for sale--‘t ail depends on the price. Mr Peres also has 4 prepared 
anewer for oll conplaints. The Labor Party will be able to act free of 
pressure, according to ite way and socialist principles, only if it gets 
an absolute asajority in the elections. But what will happen if this 
miracle does not happen? 








ISRAEL 


OPPOSTTION TO BGYPT'S SETTLEMENT STAND 
Tel Aviv HATZOFER in Hebrew 2 Apr 80 p 2 
(Editorial: “The Egyptian Communique and its Aime”|] 


(Text) Yesterday's decision of the Egyptian Parliament, in condemning the 
settlement policy of lerael aust be viewed with gravity because of ite 
content, as well as because of ite phrasing, as well as because of ite 
timing. It is a fact that Egyptian condemnation communiques regarding the 
settlements are nothing new, and the most recent communique of the Egypt ian 
Parliament in effect approves the policy of the Cairo Government. However, 
passage of this resolution one day after the etart of the deliberations 

in the Security Council] on the demand of the Arab states to grant the right 
of self-determination to the Palestinians and to enable them to establish 
an independent state--is certainly not coincidental. 


In the resolution of the Egyptian Government which was unanimously approved 
by the Parliament, there is a reliance on inaccurate facts. The communique 
states that establishment of settlements constitutes a violation of the Camp 
David Accords and that lerael committed iteelf orally to refrain from 
establishing settiments in the “Occupied Areas” while the negotiations for 
the establishment of peace were in progress. This compunique disregards 

the fact that «4 specific lereeli commitment was given for a period of 3 
months, while the negotiations for the signing of a peace treaty between 
lerael and Egypt were being conducted, which by now have dragged into a 

full year since the signing. 


But it would seem that particular gravity quest be attributed to parte of 

the resolution which touch upon East Jerusalem. It is true that the 
Egyptian Parliament has « tall tree on which it can be hung--the resolution 
of the Security Council of a month ago in which, among other things, it 

was stated that all steps taken by Ierael “to change the physical character, 
the democratic composition, the structure of institutions or the status of 
the Palestinian area or the other conquered Arab areas include East Jerusalcs 
or @ part of it, have no legal force”--but the Egyptian resolution is not 
eatiefied in establishing that “all of the lIeraeli steps that alter the 
democratic character of Jerusalem are illegal, ouwll and void"~-but gives 
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ite opinion on pragmatic steps to pour content into thie fact. In the 
resolution it ‘a etated that Bast Jerusalem constitutes an inseparable 
portion of the West Bank=-thue that the Arab residents of East Jerusalem 
should be permitted to participate in the establishment of a council for 
self-rule on the West Bank and in the Gaga Strip.” And the Egyptian 
Government and ite Parliament were not satiefied until they decided that 
taet Jerusalem must be the headquarters of the Palestinian council for 
eelf-rule. 


The timing of the Egyptian resolution is undoubte ily connected with the 
deliberations now going on in the Security Council on the question of the 
right of self determ.-ation for the Palestinians. While the representative 
of the PLO condemns the Camp David Accords and alleges that they intend 
“to liquidate the Palestinian Nation,” Egypt comes and shows for all the 
world to see that she is concerned about the Palestinian issue. But the 
Egyptian resolution is far more serious than ite attempts to bolete: ites 
stand in the Arab World. 


The resolution of the Egyptian Government and of the Egyptian Parliament 
condemning the settlements, particularly on the question of East Jerusalem, 
are very serious as well because of the timing as well as because of the 
content and the sharpness of the phrasing. <A short time before the meetings 
of the President of the U.S. with the leaders of Lerael and Egypt, which 
are designed to provide momentum to a conclusion of the autonomy talks on 
che target date of 26 May, a resolution was adopted which, among other 
things, determines that East Jerusalem is an inseparable part of the West 
Sank, and must be the headquarters of the Palestinian council for self- 
rule. The Egyptian communique indicates the goals of Cairo in continuing 
the autonomy talke and raises doubts regarding attempts on ites part to 
dictate the character of the negotiations and to propose terme in contra- 
dictions to the Camp David Accords. 
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LSRAEL 


'MA'ARIV' COMMENTS ON VANCE'S ANTICIPATED RESIGNATION 
TA281004 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 28 Apr 80 p 5 
[Editorial: "“Vance's Resignation") 


(Text) The decision of Cyrus Vance, the considered, matter-of-fact jurist, 
to advance hie retirement as secretary of state by half a year is another 
blew to President Carter's prestige and does not bode well for Israel 
either. 


"Cy" Vance has not always succeeded in curbing those State Department ele- 
ments who continued to cultivate the ideological school which viewed Israel 
as a burden only, as a factor which impedes the spread of U.S. influence in 
the apparently "Arab" Middle East. Likewise he was not an innovator with 
the flight of imagination and the wide historical perception as his prede- 
cessor Henry Kissinger was but he hae always been the spokesman of prudence 
and clear thought. 


Vance was greatly interested in the Ieraeli issue. He served as a key 
figure both in the Camp David negotiations and the prolonged and tiring 
follow-up leading to the signing of the peace treaty. With his sober 
legalistic logic he has often managed to bridge gaps of temperament and 
historical suspic iousness. 


The early and demonstrative withdrawal of Vance, who had to date promised 

the President to remain in office until the November elections, will deepen 
the feeling of failure and helplessness in the United States. We who admire 
the American people despite all weaknesses want to hope that the United States 
will know how to turn this failure, however great it may be, into a lever of 
awakening. 


So it was in December 1941 when Japar took advantage of U.S. complacency. 
The enormous regression in its military thought, and sent its bombers to 
play havoc and let all hell break loose at the naval base in Pearl Harbor. 
So it was also in October 1957 when the Soviet Union took advantage of the 
excessive materialism the United States indulged in after the great victory 














in World War II by proving in ite launching of Sputnik that U.S. technology 
was lagging. 


Pearl Harbor epurred the establishment of the U.S. war machine more than 
any eloquent speech by any of ite presidents. The Americans have proved 
they are capable not only of producing a big and efficient army in the 
battlefield but aleo of manufacturing war toole of quality and quantity 
inconceivable anywhere elee in the world. The challenge of the Sputni« 
gave rise to a magnificent space program. 


Millione of people in the free world hope that the military failure in 
Iran, a failure that has been more than mere “unluckiness,” a failure that 
has been that of the political and military leadership as well, will help 
the 220 million living in this big and rich country to cope with the 
estrangement they have fostered toward their country's institutions follow- 
ing the Vietnam trauma and to reach the conclusion that danger is hovering 
over the heads not only of the 50 hostages but over everything known as the 
“American way of life" with all the values that the great America is culti- 
vating and representing in the world today. 
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ISRAEL 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON ABORTIVE U.S. ACTION IN IRAN 
TA270721 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0503 GMT 27 Apr 80 
[Review of morning press editorials] 


[Excerpts] Most newspapers discuss the failure of the rescue attempt of 
the hostages in Iran and ite impact. 


HA'ARETZ says that the free world is vitally interested in that the United 
States draw the lessons from its abortive attack in Iran and apply them as 
soon as possible. In its present situation the United States is incapable 
of fulfilling ite duties as the leader of the Western world. The newspaper 
is skeptical about the nature of the political considerations that guided 
President Carter in Launching the rescue operation. Precisely because of 
its importance and its international significance, Carter should have post- 
poned the rescue attempt if he could not guarantee better chances for its 
success. It seeme that the world now needs more than the vast potential 

of the United States in order to guarantee a safe America and the fearless 
Western world. 


DAVAR writes that the vast majority of the Israeli public justifies the 
motives behind the U.S. action. Whoever has experienced--just as we have-- 
kidnaping and blackmail by terrorist organizations cannot doubt Carter's 
moral right to release the hostages, even by force. One should not go too 
far in drawing conclusions from this ill-fated event despite its weak points. 
On the other hand, the people in charge of U.S. security will be better off 
learning the lessons from the failure and--taking into account the focuses 
of danger in the oil-rich Middle East--strengthening the U.S. forces in the 
region. 


THE JERUSALEM POST writes that the abortive operation in Iran has adversely 
affected the U.S. international image as a superpower. The Soviet Union 
will now do its best to gain political capital, particularly in the Third 
World countries. The U.S. people will now have to face a series of ques- 
tions regarding, among other things, the international status of the United 
States, its relations with Western Europe, the disadvan.iages of the demo- 
cratic system and whether Washington had not better flex ite muscles and 
adopt a more sophisticated policy and more effectively exploit its might. 
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‘AL HAMISHMAR notes that despite ite bitter failure, the military reacue 
operation should prove to everybody the U.S. determination to release ite 
hostages. If a diplomatic solution cannot even now be found to the crisis, 
the United States will not be deterred from launching a large-scale 
military operation even if it entails grave international consequences. 
According to the newspaper, the most important lesson to be drawn ie that 
the continued captivity of the hostages constitutes a dangerous focus for 
an internatival crisis which could turn into ar expanded war crisis. 


HATZOFE writes that the abortive U.S. operatior. gravely affected U.S. 
prestige and the status of President Carter and his administration. The 
Soviets are now trying to exploit the failure of the operation and to divert 
world opinion from Afghanistan. The abor ive U.S. operation will probably 
strengthen Khomeyni's statue and will help him gain control of political 
activities in his country. President Carter himself has been dealt a per- 
sonal blow, and the entire election campaign will now be overshadowed by this 
affair. It should be assumed that President Carter will soon be forced to 
impose an economic boycott on Iran. However, the success of such a boycott 
depends on the cooperation of all the Western countries. 


Tragedy and failure--this is how HAMODI'A defines the U.S. operation in 
Iran. The failure is of the United States. However, the tragedy is of 
the entire world, because in the struggle between the free and the evil 
regimes the latter have the upper hand. The Israeli public shares the 
pain of the United States, which will ultimately continue to be the leader 
of the Western world. Carter's failure may, to some extent, change his 
political conceptions, which are mostly founded on economic interests. 


CSO: 4805 


63 











ISRAEL 


AUTONOMY NEGOTIATIONS DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 18 Apr 80 p 2 
{Editorial: “Autonomy Talks Continue") 


[Text] At the continuation of the autonomy negotiations {n Washington, 
Israel and Egypt merely restated what had previously bee: greed. Why was 
thie summit necessary at all’? The decision to continue the talks could have 
been reached by lower level officials without a summit. 


The suggestion to form a permament committee to handle the unresolved issues 
and thereby rescue the talks closely resembles the proposal accepted at 
Camp David: to begin autonomy negotiations despite the clear understanding 
on both sides that the gap between them could not be bridged. 


Major iseves should not be left unresolved. These issues erode and undermine 
the day to day activity of the committees discussing autonomy. 


While it is true, as Begin stated, that he was not pressured over the 
settlement question, this does not mean that the United States changed its 
mind about settlement. Once both sides realized the volatility of this 
question, they decided to deal with other matters. 


It emerged from these talks that there is no Egyptian-American document. 
Nothing substantive has been agreed between the United States and Egypt with- 
out Israel's knowledge. This is comforting, particularly in view of fears 
that Sadat had reached an agreement with Carter and asked him to confront 
Begin with accomplished facts. It seems unlikely that Carter would be 
willing to endanger his position with such a document during an election 
year. 


Begin's visit to Washington came at a convenient time. It is unlikely that 
Israel will be pressured prior to the presidervtial elections. But obviously 
Begin will not bring Israeli good tidings from Washington. Perhaps the 
most important news will be that pressure is not being applied to Israel on 
the autonomy question. 
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ISRAEL 


APPRAISAL OF ISRAEL'S INTERNATIONAL POSITION 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 18 Apr 80 pp 3, 6 
[Article by Ya'akov Edelstein: "Changes in Powers' Relations to Israel") 


[Text] The diplomatic journey of the Prime Minister, Mr Menachem Begin, 
this week to the U.S., together with the Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and the Interior Minister Dr -Yosef Burg in order to deal with the autonomy 
talks on the eve of the 32nd Independence Anniversary of the State, returns 
us to the political processes of the powers and of Israel, over the course 
of 32 years and to the days of the establishment of the State. On this 
backward trip we shall easily come to know that the attitudes of the powers 
change in accordance with their interests. 


In 1948, two of the superpowers, the U.S. and the USSR, supported the 
establishment of the State while England supported the Arab side and France 
aided us secretly, because of her relations with Lebanon. The Soviet Union 
supported the establishment of the State not for love of Mordechai but 
rather out of hatred for Haman, since she wanted to eliminate the British 
from the region, whereas the U.S. supported the establishment of the State 
by the weighing of considerations of the Jews of the U.S. 


the situation was reversed by the Holy War of 1956. England and France 

were on our side in this war--France openly, while England played the neutral 
role. In contrast, the U.S. and the Soviet Union stood against us; the USSR 
because of her interests in the Arab World, whereas the U.S. because she was 
c afforded a participating role nor was she consulted. The USSR threatened 
to ser? volunteers to the Suez and the U.S. told us that this threat must be 
reckc with. President Eisenhower even threatened a cutoff of the United 
Jew ‘peal Funds if the IDF did not withdraw from Suez. This role played 
by the J.S. in the withdrawal of the IDF was a political error which became 
apparent shortly thereafter when Nasser exploited the withdrawal in order 

to strengthen his position and the position of the Soviet Union. 


A polarization was created between the year 1948 and the year 1956. In 


the year 1967 the U.S. identified with us in a limited manner while the USSR 
went over to the Arab side in a decisive manner to the extent of fanning 
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the flames of war and delivery of arms in a massive manner to the Arab states. 
France went over to the Arab side at the conclusion of the war in Algeria 
when General De Gaulle decided to change drastically the pro-Israeli policy 

to a pro-Arab policy and cut off the shipments of arms to lerael, 


Today, after the signing of the peace accords with Egypt, the relations of 

the powers with us have once again changed: the Soviet Union continues to 
stand on the Arab side. England and France today are siding more and more 
with the Arab position--England less and France emphatically, as a continu- 
ation of the policy of De Gaulle, who was of the opinion that the interests 

of France are with the Arab position. This policy has not changed since 

1967. The countries of Europe of which some were on our side in 1967, 

today tend more to the Arab position. Public opinion in the Western countries, 
which was on our side in 1967, has passed more to the Arab side, this owing 

to the impetus of the Palestinian slogan and owing to petroleum interests. 


The U.S. is on our side, but also on the side of Egynot, for this is the first 
time since 1967 that the greatest Arab country finds itself a protege of the 
West and has cut its ties with the USSR. This situation brought about a 
change in the policy of the U.S. as compared to the situation which prevailed 
in 1967 and in subsequent years, when Nasser cooperated with the USSR against 
the West and against Israel. 


These upheavals in the position of the powers are influenced by a change in 
positions and a change in situations and on the basis of taking a stand as to 
where their interests lie. The considerations are cold and premeditated. 


France aided the establishment of the State of Israel secretly in 1948 in 

order to force the British out of the Region, after they had forced France 
out of Syria and Lebanon. Today, the interests of France are totally dif- 
ferent and she maintains her ties with the Arab countries through support 

of their political positions. 


Upheavais and political considerations, narrow interests, those are the 
determinants of the attitude of the powers to a small state. 


Chronology of the Arab Refusal 


The President of Egypt, Anwar Sadat, broke the chronology of Arab refusal to sit 
and discuss with Israel around the same table. He himself broke the barrier, 
but did not draw after him any additional Arab country and it is doubtful 

that the psychological barrier has been broken. 


The refusal of the Arabs to conduct negotiations with the Jewish community 
had its origin in the twenties, and they have always benefited from a 
political standpoint by positions of refusal. After the riots of 1920-1929 
came the White Paper of Churchill which ripped eastern Transjordan from the 
Mandate Territory of the Land of Israel and transferred it to King Abdullah. 
The Arabs refused then to conduct negotiations with the Jews. After the 
riots of 1929 came the White Paper of Passfield which de*ermined that there 
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was no additional room for settlers in the Land of Israel and restricted 
immigration. After the riots of 1939, the White Paper of MacDonald appeared 
establishing a prohibition of the sale of lands to the Jews and conversion 
of the Land of Israel to an area with an Arab majority. During these riots 
the Arabs did not attain military gains; during the riots of the twenties 
they killed 6 Jews, in the year 1929 they liquidated the Jewish community 

in Hebron, in the riots of the thirties there were 400 victims, L1/1000 ] 

of the population of that time. In contrast to this on the political side 
there were always gains for the Arabs from the riots. A significant portion 
of the gain came as a result of their refraining from conducting negotiations 
with representatives of the Jewish community. 


According to the vote in the Assembly of the UN in the year 1947, the 
representatives of the Arabs Jamel Husseini and Faress al-Khouri proclaimed: 
the Arabs of Palestine will saturate our land with their blood and will 
defend every single inch. What was written in ink will be erased in blood. 


In contrast, Zionist policy from the year 1947 was prepared for compromise, 
after prolonged discussions on the partition plan. The compromise was the 
impetus for political gains. But the Arabs refused to appear before a 
commission of the UN in 1947, thus the members of the commission saw no 
other way but to recommend partition. 


The recommendstions of the commission were brought to the UN Assembly which 
decided on the 29th of November to establish 2 states, the partition decision. 
The Arab rigidity disrupted the moves of the British who were attempting to 
prevent the establishment of the Jewish State and pass over openly to the 
Arab side. Harold Bailey, the representative of the British Foreign Minister 
Aneurin Bevan, attempted to appease the Arabs but even his efforts were of 

no avail. George Kirk, a British historian of the Arab School, sees therein 
the reason that the partition plan gained a majority of 33 against 13 with 

10 abstentions. In his view on Arab concession would have prevented a majority 
of two-thirds. The Arab obstinacy shocked even more the members of the 
British-American investigation commission, which was appointed at that time 

to investigate the question of the Land of Israel. 


In January 1947 the British decided that their presence in the Land of 

[Israel was bringing them more grief than benefit and they transferred the 

issue to the UN. They were hoping that in the UN the Arabs would be victorious. 
But again they were shocked by Arab intransigence which rendered impossible 

any political process in cooperation with the powers. 


Today, after 32 years, the Arabs are prepared to conduct negotiations on 
those very areas which in 1947 they refused to discuss with representatives 
of the Jee, on the assumption that every refusal of theirs would bring them 
political gcins. This assumption was proven false. With the passage of 
time, the Arabs missed the train. Sadat understood that only a breakthrough 
of this refusal would bring gains to the Arabs, and he was justified therein, 
although the other Arab nations still refuse to admit this. 
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The Israeli Diplomacy 


The most severe diplomatic test for the State of Israel after its establishment 
was the assassination of Count Bernadotte, the Swedish UN mediator, who 
constructed a plan whereby Jerusalem would be transferred to the sovereignty 
of King Abdallah. This assassination put a question mark on the possibility 
of existence for the young state and its political and independent sovereignty. 
The assassination was carried out by an extremist faction of people of LEHI. 
Its action endangered the shaky political status of the state which had just 
come into being. Groups of LEHI and AZAL [the Irgun] operated independently 
in Jerusalem after establishment of the State. Today, after 32 years, the 
head of the Foreign Ministry which is in charge of Israel policy, Yitzhak 
Shamir, a former commander of LEHI, carries out Israeli diplomacy. 


The former head of the British Government, Sir Harold Wilson, who is visiting 
our country presently, said that the fact that as Foreign Minister a man is 
serving today who is a former commander of LEHI, that assassinated Lord Moyne 
and Bernadotte, is very disturbing abroad. Wilson has forgotten the evil 
that the British meted out to us in those days, and how they sent boatloads 
of Jewish immigrants to Cyprus or sunk them in the ocean. He has forgotten 
that England under the hegemony of the Labor Party encouraged King Abdullah 
to make an incursion into the territory of Eretz Israel at the head of the 
Arab Legion whose commanders were British, a step which endangered the 
existence of Israel. The Arab Legion under the leadership of the British 
Commander, Glub Pasha and his staff of officers, were the most serious hazard, 
from a military standpoint, to the establishment of the State of Israel. 


The Labor Government of that time openly acted for the benefit of the Arab 
side. Even Egypt would not have sent its army to the British Mandate 
Territory without the encouragement of Britain. Fgypt and Britain at that 
time had a defense treaty and when the IDF advanced beyond El Arish in 

1948, the British threatened to activate the defense treaty if the IDF would 
not withdraw and even sent aircraft to the front, several of which were 
downed by the Israeli Air Force. 


In other words, the Labor Government of Britain operated openly and conspicuously 
in 1948 to prevent establishment of the young Jewish State. It even prepared 

a plan to set up tent camps in Greece for Jewish refugees from Israel who 

would flee there, for according to its plan it was certain that the Arab 

Legion and other Arab armies would erase the Jewish State from the face of 

the earth during its early days. 


How can the assassination of Lord Moyne and the assassination be equated with 
e Satanic British plan to liquidate the Jewish cormunity which at that time 
numbered one-half million Jews. 


And yet, this did not prevent Britain and the State of ‘tsrrael from establishing 
diplomatic relations immediately after the rise of th State when tempers 
had calmed. 
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The British in those days played a double game: in the UN they represented 
themselves as neutrals but at the same time they hinted to the Arabs that 

it is possible to operate against the Jews. Britain was then the reigning 
power in the Region, 


The forces of Transjordan and Egypt would not have made an incursion into 
the Territory of the British Mandate had Britain been opposed to that. Our 
account with the British, even after the assassination of Lord Moyne, is 

a lengthy one in which there are many items remaining to our credit, 


Israeli diplomacy has passed through many severe tests since the establishment 
of the State. However, the assassination of Count Bernadotte was one of 

the most shocking tests among them. Yet, in all the history of Israeli 
diplomacy, it is difficult to point out diplomatic gains which were achieved 
by way of political maneuvering. The maneuvers were constantly conducted 

by the U.S., through its resources or by its urging. 


Cessation of battles in all of Israel's wars did not come through diplomatic 
achievements, but always after the Arabs became convinced that continuation 
of the war was not to their benefit. 


The discussions of a cease-fire agreement which were conducted in Rhodes 

in 1949 and which were considered at that time to be an Israeli diplomatic 
achievement, later turned out to be feeble agreements. The Arabs did not 
observe them. Possibly precisely then was the proper hour for peace, and 
when it was missed, the enmity persisted to the peace agreement with Egypt. 
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ISRAEL 


WEITZMAN'S “ALL FOR EARLY ELECTIONS CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFPER in Hebrew 18 Apr 80 p 2 
[Editerial: “Weiteman Went Too Far") 


[Text] Defense Minister Ezer Weiteman's announcement favoring early elections 
to the Knesset and his own candidacy for prime minister caused surprise among 
government circles and severely damaged the government position during 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin's talks in Washington. 


This was a poor move on Weiteman's part, and one damaging to his political 
reputation. Before he became firmly established in the Herut Party, he 
attempted to undermine Begin's leadership and wae defeated. As a result, 
he wae inactive until the latest Knesset elections. Weitzman seems to be 
asking for an inheritance earlier than expected. He ie impatient. That 
ie what has been bothering hin. 


Weitzman is notorious for his sharp and reckless remarks. His statement 
about support for President Carter provoked American circles. There have 
been others in a similar vein. Weiteman states that, as a politician, he 
favors changes in national alignment policy, changes that must be made 
carefully and at the right moment. These statements only serve to damage 
his reputation as an effective leader. 


Weitzman seems to be drunk with the popularity Dr Mina Zemah's poll proved 
he has. ‘te seems ready to head a seperate list in order to get the votes 
promised. Planning such a move would be a political error. It is doubtful 
that the public would follow him outside the framework of a stable and 
traditional political party, having already wasted their votes for the 
Democratic Movement for Change. Calis for Weitzman's resignation yesterday 
are understandable given the situation arising from his statement complaining 
about the Begin government. It gave adversaries of this government fuel for 
their fires. 


Overnight success cen sometimes be achieved. In this case Weitzman ruined 
a promising political career overnight and damaged his personal reputation. 
His statement hurt the prime minister, the party and an Israeli public 
which, in horror, views to what extent political hopes can denigrate those 
who have achieved power in Israeli political life. 
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Reger Weiteman has gone too far with thie statement. If he has a shred of 
decency, he will draw hie own conclusions from the situation arising in the 
wake of hie expression of support for early elections as the watchword of 
the opposition, 


8770 
C80: 4805 


91 














VOTING POWER OF ISRAEL'S ARABS ASSESSED 


Tel Aviv AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 4 Apr 80 p 5 


[Article by KASSEM ZAID: “Israeli Arabe and the Labor Party--a One-Sided 
Love" | 


[Text] The results of the elections to the Histadrut by the construction 
workers make it clear that the Alinement won 64 percent of the votes of 

the Arab workers, while HADASH won a mere 25 percent. The number of Arab 
voters is about 14,000 of a total of 50,000 eligible voters which consti- 
tute 35 percent of all of the voters. The Alinement gained 7 percent, 

while the RAKAH dropped by the same percentage, in comparison to the 
previous elections. RADAH was dealt a severe defeat in the city of Nazareth 
and in the other villages where the local jurisdictions are under the 
control of the HADASH people. 





The relatively high participation of Arab workers in elections, which 
exceeded the 70 percent national average while the number of seats increased 
by a percentage point, indicates the great interest which the Arab workers 
have in the elections. 


The results of the elections demonstrate beyond any doubt, that the Arab 
residents exhibit a ,reat degree of political maturity and concern for 
the future of the Labor movement in the country, and on their part are 
attempting to assure » large majority for the workers’ movement in the 
Histadrut. 


The clear-eyed vision of the Arab workers did not come merely as a protest 
against policy of the Government, it came also to demonstrate a great 

degree of compromise. If not so, the Arab workers would have given a large 
majority to the RAKAH, also as a protest against the policy of the Histadrut, 
which is unclear to them and does not satisfy their needs: for the Arab 
workers well know that the policy of theHistadrut is still far from satis- 
fying their needs, and does not grant them full equality. 
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A Defeat for RAKAH in Ite Stronghold 


Prior to the elections of the conatruction workers there was a surprise 
in the elections for the Orthodox Community Council in Nazareth, Thie 
community, from which the leaders of RAKAH have aprung, and which during 
the past 20 years hae given a decisive majority in all election campaigns 
to the RAKAH=-thie time chose by a large majority a candidate of the 
Alinement, the director of the Employment Service in the town, Said Halil. 
In the five top positions of the Council there was no representation for 
the RAKAH. 


The RAKAH wae soundly defeated aleo in the elections for the Clerks’ 

Union. In the ballot in which the workers of the Municipality of Nazareth 
voted, which was under RAKAH control, RAKAH acquired only 28 percent 
approximately. Three election campaigne which took place at that time, can 
serve as a sufficient indicator of the mood in the Arab sector. And they 
are by no means coincidental. 


The Alinement list garnered a large majority of the votes of the Arab 
workers in the general elections for the Histadrut. They contributed 
significantly to the success of the Alinement in guarding its majority in 
the Hietadrut, but did not yet reward the Arab members. It would have 
been proper for the leadership of the Histadrut to effect a revolution 

in ite modus operandi in the Arab sector, and to adopt for itself a slogan, 
"Equality and nothing less than equality.” 


The leadership of the Histadrut did not even consider it appropriate to 
adopt the recommendations of the Harel Commission which recommended improve- 
ment of the Histadrut work in the Arab sector. Recommendations of the 
Commission, acceptable to the Histadrut Arab membership, remain merely as 
slogans committed to paper, and perhaps a few steps were taken for the 

sake of appearance, but nothing more. 


A Lifeless Body 


The principal Histadrut activity should have been in the realm of industriali- 


zation of the Arab village. The question thus is: What has been done by 
the association of workers and all its branches to advance this area’? 


The management of the workers’ society established a special department 
to deal with industrialization of the Arab village, and appointed as its 
leaders two experienced Arab workers whose ability to advance the work is 
unquestioned. But under the condition that they have available to them 
the proper resources. 


Until now we have heard nothing regarding the establishing of a single 
project in the Arab villages, nor have we heard about a single work project 
or the approval of a budget for this goal. The Arab Department of the 
Workers’ Association was and remains a body without life. 
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On other levels we have not heard of a plan of operation designed to aid 

the Arab members, or to reward them for their loyalty to the worker move- 
ment. It is possible that I am suffering from subjective vision, however 
after tripe to the Arab villages in the Galilee and in the Triangle, after 
my contacts with all levele of the Arab public--1 could not discern no 
progress whatever in the Histadrut work in the Arab sector. Except for 

the estaolishment of a Workers’ Committee in Um-al-Faham | know of no single 
concrete step that has been undertaken by the leadership of the Histadrut 

in the Arab sector. 


Thus, it is permissible to suspect that the unbridled "love" which the 

Arab community demonstrates for the Histadrut, is the source of ite trouble. 
It brings about complacency among the Histadrut leadership, that apparently 
assumes that the Arab community behaves as it does for lack of an alter- 
native. 


The Arabse--Non-partner? 


lt is permitted to suspect that the leadership of the Labor Party has not 
learned the lessonsimplicit in the political upheaval in the Arab sector. 
It continues to proceed as previously, as if nothing has taken place. 
Beyond that, it doesn't value the effective and concrete contribution of 
the Arab community in strengthening of the Alinement. 





In the elections which were held for the Center of the local authority, 
despite the fact that the heads of the local Arab councils constitute one- 
third of the number of the leaders of the councils and the municipalities 
in the country, the Labor Party in the Center declined to choose an Arab 
candidate as deputy to the chairman of the Center. And this despite the 
fact that Pinhas Allon received almost all of the votes of the heads of 
Arab councils. Despite this, he agreed to give the position of deputy to 
a Likud person. 


Even the representation which was granted to the Arab members in the Center 
is not in proportion to their numbers in the Center. 


The inescapable conclusion: The Labor Party still does not recognize in 
the Arab citizens an equal partner, irrespective of their numbers. Is 
there perhaps another reason for such odd behavior--than the ethnic origin 
of the Arab citizens. Does such behavior befit a Socialist Workers’ Party? 


Mistiness on the Party Level 


I did not conduct an investigation or a survey. But from discussions which 
i engaged in with many Arab citizens, from all levels of the community, 
among whom are many who in the past did not support the Alinement and 
perhaps even opposed it--it becomes clear that during the coming elections 
for the Knesset a majority is forming which intends to choose the Alinement. 
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In the elections for the Knesset the Arab community demonstrates a greater 
interest and caiculates ite moves more than in other elections, for the 
possibility of choice here is greater, they are conducted against a poli- 
tical background. Yet, at the same time there are in the Knesset elections 
Arab candidates, too, in separate lists and in combined lists. Thus, the 
Arab community will strive for a more appropriate representation than in 
the elections for the Histadrut. At the same time the Arab community this 
time reveals a greater tendency than in the past toward the Labor Movement. 
Many have told me that they do not wish to continue to be overshadowed but 
wish instead to be an active factor in the campaign for democracy in the 
nation. “We see in the workers’ movement an almost single ally, but the 
thing must be mutual. From our standpoint, we are prepared to give an 
opportunity to the workers' movement." 


This is not mere rhetoric, since it is expressed in the area. In the census 
conducted by the Labor Party, prior to its convention, an interest and an 
awareness on the part of the Arab are sensed, who had been disinterested 

in previous conventions. All this stems from the conviction that the Arabs 
of Israel can be a decisive factor in the struggle for the democratic image 
in Israel. 


The question persists: What did the Labor Party for its part do to give 
effect to the sentiments of the Arab citizens? Does its relationship this 
time toward them equal their relationship toward it? Yes and no!! 


[ am not lightly dismissing the familiarization tour that the head of the 
Labor Party, Knesset Member Shimon Peres conducted in the Arab villages. 
Since the political upheaval, Peres made a series of visits to the Arab 
villages in the Galilee and the Triangle, and I was present at all of them. 
This familiarization trip was a good opportunity to gain a close knowledge 
of the kind of problems of the Arab citizens which cannot be accomplished 
while he stands, if he is to stand, at the head of the Government. And 
there is therein a significant contribution to the advancement of the 
affairs of the Arab citizens. But if we are to judge MK Peres by his 
declarations on the Party polotical level, even prior to his attaining the 
premiership, the picture emerging before our eyes is not too encouraging. 


During his first visit to the Arab villages, Peres proclaimed the establish- 
ment of an Arab Section in the Labor Party, and the opening of several 
branches in the larger Arab villages. Since then more than a year has 
elapsed and the promises of Peres are yet to be fulfilled. From discussions 
that I held with Arab members of the Labor Party, it even became evident 

to me that the Party platform in anticipation of its convention, does not 
respond to the aspirations of the Arab members. More than that, the Labor 
Party still has failed to make public a clear and unequivocal policy in 

the Arab sector, and it appears as if it will continue to support the Arab 
lists which have become undesirable to the Arab electorate. 
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Non-promulgation by the Labor Party of a clear platform in the Arab sector 
and the haziness in ite policy, have motivated a significant number of ite 
supporte:s to proclaim the establishment of an Arab party. If the Labor 
Party wishes to benefit from popular support by the Arab community, it must 
declare publicly and immediately a clear policy--on the Party level as 

well as on the governmental level, and it must not continue in the policy 
of zig-zagging lest it create a frustrated love in the Arab community. 
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ISRAEL 





POLL SHOWS MAJORITY IN ISRAEL AGREES TO TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE 
TA291148 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 29 Apr 80 p 7 
[Article by Hayim Shivi)] 


[Text] Almost 68 percent of 1,227 people, a cross-section of the adult 
Jewish population, would agree to territorial compromises in the West Bank. 
Of those questioned, 11 percent were in favor of full annexation and 18 
percent wanted to perpetuate the existing situation. 


This data was taken from a public opinion poll conducted in March by Dr 
Mina Tzemah and the Dahaf Company. The poll's question was: "In return 
for peace on the eastern front the Arabs are making demands for both the 
return of the West Bank and the establishment of a Palestinian State. 
What price would you be prepared to pay for peace?” 


In the cross-section, which comprised 1,227 people, the answers were as 
follows: 


~<In favor of a return to the 1967 borders and the establishment of a 
Palestinian State: 1.4 percent; 


--In favor of a return to the 1967 borders with small border changes and 
the establishment of a Palestinian State: 2 percent; 


--In favor of a return to the 1967 borders with a Palestinian solution in 
a Jordanian framework; 6 percent; 


--In favor of significant border changes and the establishment of a 
Palestinian State: 2.8 percent; 


--In favor of significant border changes and a Palestinian solution in a 
Jordanian framework: 12.7 percent; 


--In favor of leaving open options for negotiations with both Jordan and 
the Palestinians, while making decisions in accordance with purely military 
considerations: 25.5 percent; 














~-In favor of territorial compromise with Jordan: 17.2 percent; 


~~Againat any change: 18 percent; 

~-In favor of full annexation: 11.5 percent; 

~-No anewer: 2.9 percent. 

According to the poll, 39.6 percent of Likud voters were in favor of per- 


petuating the existing situation or annexing the West Bank. The remainder 
were divided between the various categories of concession. 


CSO: 48605 
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ISRAEL 


ALINEMENT CONTINUES TO LEAD Lw POLLS 
TA251556 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 25 Apr 80 p 1 


[Public opinion poll: "The Advantage of the Alinement and Its Leaders 
Continues" | 


[Text] The Alinement's appreciable advantage over the Likud as the favor- 
ite party to make up the next government is continuing. The percentage of 
those who have no preferences also continues to be high; this emerges from 

a YEDI'OT AHARONOT poll conducted in mid-April by the Institute for Applied 
Social Research and the Institute of Communications of the Hebrew University, 
Jerusaien. 


Question: Who would you like to make up the next government? (Answers in 


percentages. ) 

Date Likud Alinement No Preference 
February 24 34 42 
March 16 42 42 
April 17 41 41 


With regard to the attractiveness of the top leaders among the general popu- 
lation, the polls over the last few months indicate a drop for Begin and 
Weizman, stability for Peres and a rise for Rabin. Among the Alinement's 
potential voters, Peres has the advantage over Rabin, and among the Likud 
voters Begin has the advantage over Weizman. 


Question: Who would you like to be the next prime minister: (Replies in 
percentages. ) 


The Favorite January/February March/April 
Begin 17 13 
Weizman 14 10 
Peres 17 17 
Rabin 6 18 
Others 20 14 
No preference 26 28 
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ISRAEL 


POLLS SHOW EROSION IN LABOR SUPPORT 

Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 6 May 80 p l 

[Article by Mark Segal, POST political correspondent ] 

[Text] Tel Aviv--The opinion poll pendulum has swung back, slightly 


improving the Likud's and the National Religious Party's showing while 
denying labor an overall majority. 





The sharp rise in the number of undecided voters and the erosion in labor 
support lend substance to the supposition that many people took fright at 
recent polls indicating an absolute majority for labor if elections were 
held now. 


Labor support sagged by 8 percent and the Likud improved by 4 percent, 
while the floating vote increased by 9 percent. This emerged from THE 
JERUSALEM POST poll conducted in late April and early May by the Modi'in 
Ezrachi Applied Research Center among a representative sample of 1,302 
adults. 


Center director Amiram Yarkoni pointed to an interesting trend in the float- 
ing vote: In the latest poll it totaled 39 percent (undecided 28.7 won't 
vote 5.8, won't say 4.5) compared to 30.4 percent in March (undecided 20.4, 





won't vote 6.9, won't say 3.1) and February's 32 (undecided 22.2, won't vote 


6.9, won't say 2.9). 


Analysing the undecided vote, he found that there had been a 10 percent shift 


(from 31.7 to 21.9) away from labor over a period of three months. 


He also regarded as significant the breakdown of the May-April undecided 


voting bloc according to their previous political choice: 4.5 percent former 
Likud voters, 10.7 from labor, 1.3 from the NRP, 0.5 from Aguda, 15 from the 


defunct DMC, 4 percent from the smaller parties, while 23 percent remained 
hard-core undecided voters. 


Analysis of former DMC voters indicates that 53.1 percent are still in limbo 
(39.3 percent undecided, 9 percent won't vote and 4.8 percent won't say), 


while 40 percent would now choose Labor, 2.1 Likud, 0.7 percentTehiya. Only 


3.4 percent prefer Shay and only 0.7 percent the Damocrats. 


; 
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May~April March February 


percent Seats percent Seats percent Seats 

Likud 22.3 27 18.6 22 23.3 28 
Labor 46.4 56 54.4 65 48.3 56 
NRP 9.9 12 7.8 9 9.2 ll 
Aguda bloc 5.2 6 4.5 5 4.4 5 
Democrats 0.4 - 0.3 - 0.1 - 
Shay 0.9 l 2.0 3 1.5 2 
Tehiya 1.6 2 1.0 1 1.5 2 
Others 13.3 16 11.4 15 11.7 14 
CSO: 4820 
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ISRAEL 


PRESS REPORTAGE ON CHANGES IN PUBLIC POLITICAL OPINION 
TA280920 Tel Aviv AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 28 Apr 80 p 6 


[Text] [ITIM] Dr Mina Tzemah, the director of the Dahaf Research Insti- 
tute, said in an evening of interviews on Saturday that the findings of 
public opinion polls indicate, among other things, a drop in the hawkish 
tendencies of the population since the Camp David agreements and the sign- 
ing of the peace treaty. This tendency coincides with the decline of the 
Likud's popularity and Dr Tzemah believes there is a causative link 
between the two. 


She noted that the polls indicate the population's dissatisfaction with 
the government on domestic and social issues and it is this kind of dis- 





content that caused the Alinement to fall in May 1977 and led to the Likud's 


success. According to her, the Alinement's success in the public opinion 
polls is an expression of protest against the Likud's policy just as the 





vote in favor of the Likud in the last elections was in fact a protest against 


the Alinement's policy. 


Regarding the polls which point to Yitzhaq Rabin's greater popularity than 
Peres’, she said that this finding is common to all population strata and 
it is only among the Alinement's voters that Peres enjoys a 1 percent mar- 
gin over Rabin. 


On the question of establishing a new Central Party, Dr Tsemah said that 
following the disappointment with the DMC [Democratic Movement for Change] 
the public yearns for a center party but this issue is unrealistic since 
such a party does not exist, and we do not know who will head it or what 
its platform will be when and if it is established. In any event, if a 
center party existed then by today's polls it would have gained 18 Knesset 
seats, according to Dr Tzemah. 


This evening's interview was opened by Finance Minister Yiga'el Horowitz who 
said he will leave for the United States in June to raise large sums of 
money for the purpose of developing and expanding oil driilings in Israel. 
The Finance Ministry, in coordination with the Energy Ministry, will issue 
dollar-linked bonds in the United States for investments in such drillings. 
Similar bonds will be issued in Israel as well, apparently. 


The evening of interviews was held on Saturday night in the Tel Aviv 
'Ezyon Club. The interviewers were 1 Naqdimon and Sha'ul Meiselish. 


CSO: 4805 














ISRAEL 


OLYMPIC BOYCOTT ISSUE DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 16 Apr 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "Israel and the Olympic Gar» 


[Text] While eyes are focused on the “> May target date for the autonomy 
negotiations in the political sphere, 2: 46 the important date in the 
world of sport. This is the final date for deciding on participation in 

the Moscow Olympics. This Olympiad stands apart from other sporting events. 
It has turned into a highly political matter due to the U.S. decision to 
boycott the Olympic games and its request that allies follow suit. The 
United States made its decision following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
and the Soviet rejection of all motions that it withdraw its forces from 
that country. 


U.S. Vice-President Walter Mondale said yesterday that over 50 nations 
promised to join this boycott. Fourteen have officially announced their 
decisions. The news media of the USSR and the socialist bloc continue to 
attack the American boycott which, they say, is nothing but an “imperialist 
conspiracy against the Afghan revolution.” Participation of as many countries 
as possible in the boycott will be a hard blow to Soviet prestige. 


The Israeli Olympic committee, the body authorized to decide about Israeli 
athletes’ participation in th* Moscow Olympics, is still undecided. While 
there may have been room for postponing this decision at ‘irst, to see how 
the boycott idea would be received, time is running out and a decision must 
be reached soon. Given all the differences of opinion between the two 
countries, Israel is politically torn betwee opposition to the U.S. decision 
and the justice of boycott. Those opposed to Israel boycotting the games 
claim that there is great national important in having Israeli athletes pre- 
sent in Moscow, where the eyes of million of Soviet Jews will be watching 
them. They maintain that Israel, fighting to prevent her own exclusion from 
various sporting events for political reasons, must not allow the mixing of 
sport and politics. 


These considerations were reasonable until the idea of the Olympic boycott 
became a fact and many nations joined it. Now the Israel Olympic Committee 
must decide it once. In this case, the political consideration must come first, 
for as Prime Minister Begin said this week, we cannot continue "business as 
usual" after Afghanistan, 
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ISRAEL 


PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALIST ZIONISM OUTLINED 
‘lL Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 4 Apr 80 p 5 
[Article by Gavriel Schechner: “The Socialist Zionist Covenant") 


[Text] Without a doubt, in light of the crumbling of Likud power and the 
prospect for a return to power of the Labor Movement, everything should be 
done to prevent a return to the errors which brought about the overturn 
and the defeat of the Alinement in the elections of 1977. One of the 
important factors leading to the decline of the Labor Movement was the 
blurring of the differences between it and the Citizens Revisionist camp, 
owing to the lack of a coherent and sharp ideological and political plat- 
form, owing to the lack of a kind of constitution for socialist Zionien, 
that by its light and only in accordance with it could current political 
decisions be rendered. In other words, there is a need to articulate the 
totality of the fundamental ideas of socialist Zioniem, from which there 
must be no deviation at any price, while all the other principles must be 
flexible and adapted to the time and to the place. Because of their rigidity 
it ie clear that the totality of the fundamental ideas will not be extensive 
and will include only the principles of socialist Zionist aspirations and 
the principles of an approach to their imp] ementation. 


Let this resemble the constitution of the state, whose lack is recognized 
in Israel when any Knesset is capable of interpreting the goals of the 
nation in accordance with its own will. Just as in the United States 

the Supreme Court is able to annul decisions of the Congress owing to their 
lack of conformity with the constitution, so it should be possible to annul 
decisions or line-ups within the Labor camp which do not fall into line 
with the basic principles--such as, for example, the decision to put an 

end to the training of the flow of workers, or when a faction of the MAPAI 
converted to RAFI, a declared non-socialist body. The covenant of socialist 
Zionism would have perhaps prevented deviation of persons and communities 
from appropriate behavioral rules. It would perhaps have prevented the 
social and economic decline, the dancing around a golden calf, and the loss 
of ideological direction on the part of wide segments of the public and 
particularly in the Histadrut. 
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It ie possible that the existence of such a covenant would have prevented 
the conversion of the Histadrut into such a generalized organization that 
even ite ideological antagonists of the working class could be members in 
it and could subvert it from within. 


Such a covenant will be the foundation upon which will be built the pragmatic 
platform of the Alinement in anticipation of the forthcoming elections, and 
it will aseure that the platform will not be able to contradict the basic 
principles of the Labor Movement, will not be able to assure peake and 
valleys to the public. In order to change the situation that had been 
created after the upset and after many years of decline in the principles 

of the Labor camp--the old and good goals of socialist Zionism must be 
re-introduced, even if they do not entirely fall in line with the mood 

of the public. Details of the platform will explain how it is possible 

to implement or to advance toward the realization of basic principles. 


Stitching together of the platform in accordance with the "dimensions of 

the voter” must be avoided at all coste--something which must inevitably 
bring about the goal of “accommodation,” even as at present already there 
are in the Labor Party those who tend for reasons of electoral considera- 
tione to bring it closer to the “center.” A socialist Zionist covenant will 
prevent deviations of the Labor Movement to the right, toward non-socialism, 
and to the left, toward non-Zioniam. No faction that considers itself a 
part of the Zionist-Labor Movement will be able to include among its leaders 
non-Zionists or non-socialists (such as are included in SHELI, for example). 
This will prevent the organizing of bodies within the Labor Movement whose 
goal will be “from class to nation"=--such as RAFI and its factions. 


It is possible for the Histadrut to return and become a political instrument 
in addition to being a professional and economic instrument of the Labor 
Movement. The totality of the Histadrut will not be damaged if it will be 
evoservient to the socialist Zionist covenant, just as it was subservient 

to the socialist Zionist principles at its inception. Non-Zionist and non- 
socialist bodies will be eligible for membership in it, but will not be 

able to change its image and its principles which will be anchored in the 
constitution (the covenant). 


The basic principles of socialist Zionism have remained those very principles 
which were adhered to by the fathers of the movement. It is possible to 
argue for accommodation to the temper of the times if secondary principles 
are in question; not so when basic principles are under discussion. 


There can be no change in the Zionist principle of the aspiration to 
concentrate a majority of the Jewish nation in the Land of Israel. Lack 

of immigration in our time and the favorable status of Jews in the Diaspora 
do not contradict the basic aspiration. They simply render its implementa- 
tion difficult and complex so that here new and more finely tuned methods 
must be proposed. 
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We cannot change the principle of the conversion of the Jewish nation into 
a normal nation from the atandpoint of ite social, economic and employment 
structure, Thie is the principle which raises work, all work, to a level 
of top importance in implementation of Zioniem. The thing is expressed 
in the adage: Not only to draw Jews out of the Diaspora, but also to draw 
the Diaspora out of the Jews. We cannot waive this principle because it 
ie what differentiates between the Zionism of the Labor Movement and that 
of the Revisionists. 


Another important principle isa the existence of the State of Israel as 
Jewish in ite decisive majority, something which eliminates corsideration 
of inclusion of a large Arab population within the borders of the State. 
This principle was not quite clear at the start of the implementation of 
Zioniem--but it appears to me that it has become a basic principle of the 
Labor Movement with the passage of time. 





There can be no change in the principle that all currents and communities 
of Judaism are equal components of the Jewish nation and an integral part 
of it. 


The principle of the aspiration to build a better society, more just, more 
equal, in other words: the socialist principle, is a basic principle in 
the Zionist sense as well: it building of a society such as will draw 
Jews both from lands of oppression as well as from lands of prosperity. 

Any policy which widens gaps, which brings about enrichment of the few, and 
the like--is not only anti-socialist, but it is specifically anti-Zionist. 


The principle of the humanistic road to socialism has become a permanent 
asset of the Labor Movement. On the road to the realization of socialiem 
not a single person is to be trodden upon, as has happened in various places 
in the world. 


Socialism would be realized in a democratic and educational manner, or 
will not be realized at all. 


The principle of our relations with our Arab neighbors is the principle 

of respect and honoring their rights, on condition that this is mutual. 
Recognition of the right of both sides to the same parcel of land brings 
about the solution of territorial division of the Land of Israel on both 
banks of the Jordan. The struggle for the division of boundaries is still 
in progress. It will be solved, we are hopeful, through meth.ds of peace 
and negotiation. The most important factor in the establishment of borders 
will be concentrations of continguous population. 


Peace with the Arab world is a basic aspiration of socialist Zionism. 
This peace should be based upon maximum security and mutual recognition. 
Security factors are: power of the IDF, economic power of the State, 
external support, and boundaries which are easier to defend. 
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If the helmamen of the Labor Movement rise to the occasion, and formulate 
a covenant of the socialiat Zionist movement in the spirit of what has 
been stated above, there is hope for a renewed momentum of realization 
of Ziontem despite the distortions of recent years. If they are able to 
inculcate it to the masses--ite victory at the polle will also be an 
expression of widespread support of the basic principles. 


There is no alternative to socialist Zioniem. Either this Zioniam is 
realism--or Zioniem will be, perish the thought, merely an episode. 
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IMPROVED CIVIL DEFENSE URGED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 2 Apr 80 p 2 


[Editorial: “The Civil Defense and Ite Equipment") 


{Text} The Civil Defense System is duty bound at all times to be prepared 
at all times for a war that we all pray will never come. This preparation 
must parallel the character of the war which may come, if, God Forbid, 

it strikes the civilian rear. 


Similarly, we must be mich concerned with the pronouncements of the new 
commander of the Civil Defense, who this week said that while the IDF and 
ite various arms are improving tneir equipment ana their methods of warfare, 
the Civil Defense System must content iteelf with antiquated equipment, 
which was already obsolete several years ago. Although true that improve- 
ment of combat technique is involved with allocation of resources and 
expenditures of monies, but matters of life and death require that the 
maximum must be undertaken in order to attain the minimum possibility of 
damage. Beyond that, it would seem that the fact that there is antiquated 
equipment in the hands of the Civil Defense would bring about the need for 
more manpower than would be required if it were to be outfitted with modern 
equipment. Thus, the "saving" in expenditures for acquiring modern equip- 
ment is counterbalanced by the loss involved in recruiting additional 
manpower . 


A period of serenity must not be permitted to relax the tension and the 
alertness to face every possibility, no matter how remote, of war. The 
Civil Defense is one of the links that must be attended to diligently 
in matters of renewal and of constant improvement. 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


WISDOM OF DECISION TO SETTLE HEBRON QUESTIONED 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 26 Mar 80 p 2 
{[Editorial: “Assessment of Decision on Hebron") 


[Text] The 23 March resolution of the government to establish a school 
and a theological institution in the ancient Jewish quarter of Hebron 
gave the mayors an opportunity to create a big stir--an outlet for pub- 
lic tension which has been there anyway. The question to be asked now 
is, is the storm over populating these two institutions worth the ex- 
pected trouble? It is, after all, a symbolic gesture whose significance 
is more political than practical. 


It is known that the mayors are guided by the committee for national 
direction which acts at the inspiration of the PLO. Without the com- 
mittee, they would not have dared to act so audaciously. They are en- 
couraged by the internal debate that is conducted in such a way as to 
foster chauvinistic Arab nationalism. 


But this does not excuse the government from the responsibility it under- 
took when it decided, with a slim majority, to rush things in Hebron. It 
is doubtful that the possible reactions were taken into account, espe- 
cially the reaction of the Arab leaders who are just waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate their objection to what they call "the conqueror,” 
which this time was even compared with the Nazis. A thought of consola- 
tion could be along the lines of “so what else is new?" This is the line 
of thought that has been guiding the mayor of Hebron and his colleagues 
for quite some time. This time they were more open about it. It pays 
to know your enemy. But even if all this were new, it is still doubtful 
whether it was wise to give the mayors the opportunity to stir up unrest 
and raise a storm. 


The military authorities today are not able to use strong means to sup- 
press any revolt, as was done while the Alinement was in power, when 
Dayan was defense minister. Even then it was not easy to maintain order 
in the territories. There were demonstrations even then. But circum- 
stances have changed. Israel's maneuverability has been drastically 
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reduced. This is not the time to dwell on the reasons. Obviously, the 
background of the negotiations on autonomy for the Arabs in the terri- 
tories has something to do with it. Perhaps the weakness of the present 
government may also have something to do with the fact that the Arab 
leadership does not hesitate to be so audacious. What should also be men- 
tioned in this context is the matter of the expulsion of the mayor of 
Nablus. The government was forced to back down, and thus made a martyr 
of the man without any effort on his part. 


Israel has to recognize the changed atmosphere. This change has limited 
its maneuverability in the West Bank. Anyone aware of his own weakness 
is careful not to arouse attention. There was no political expediency 
in demonstrating authority in ancient Hebron by an act that only had 
symbolic significance. A whole new settlement could have been estab- 
lished in Hebron for that price, if there was any need for it in the 
first place. 


The general strike called for on 25 March is not harmful to Israel. But 
it does indirectly cause relations to deteriorate. The first to notice 
will be the settlers of Qiryat Arba. The delicate relations formed in 
the past 12 years since the Jewish settlement was established on a Seder 
night in a hotel in the center of the city may be badly damaged. Since 
the inciters were let loose, it may be very difficult to return the sword 
to its sheath. This should have been recognized ahead of time. It is 
obvious from the split in the government, when a leading minister was ab- 
sent altogether and the defense minister voted against, that the govern- 
ment was caught in a political trap that could be quite harmful. The 
problem is that it may be difficult to get out of it. Any change may be 
interpreted as giving in. This is too much of a price to ask for. But 
it cannot absolve us from saying: It was not too wise not to foresee 

the future. On second thought, it is doubtful if the decision is prac- 
tical, considering the negative reaction in the outside world. 
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ISRAEL 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX REFLECTS HOPEFUL CURBING OF INFLATION 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 16 Apr 80 p 2 
[Editorial: “The Index and Inflation") 


{Text} The 5.1 percent rise in the consumer price index in March cannot 
satisfy hopes of curbing inflation, but does herald a continuing trend in 
the right direction. There is no magic formula for curbing the inflation- 
ary spiral. It is a long and winding road involving economic slowdown. 
Movements in this direction are painful for the entire economy and the public 
at large. But thie ts the only way to prevent total economic failure. 


Histadrut Secretary Yeruham Meshel, typically, offered criticism when the 

new figures were announced. On the one hand, Horowitz's new economic policy 
for curbing inflation falls below his expectations. On the other hand, he 
declares that "the slowdown in the economy and in the rate of inflation 

is both economically and socially dangerous." Meshel is holding on to both 
ends of the stick, Aside from battering government policy, he is also taking 
swings at statistics and thus states that in a single year the index rose by 
120 percent. However, thie is not the criterion on which to base judgement 
of the success of the new economic policy. Figures for recent months since 
it was put into effect and began to show results are the only accurate criteria. 
These figures show a current rate of inflation of 90 percent, versus a 

rate of 170 percent for the fourth quarter of 1979. This decline in the rate 
of inflation indicates the success of the measures taken. 


The increase in the consumer price index is an important indicator of the 
effectiveness of the economic policy, but other economic processes cannot 

be ignored. Yesterday the treasury minister, Yigael Hurwitz, noted some 
additional achievements indicative of movement in a positive direction such 
as a decrease in the balance of payments deficit, cutbacks in the work force 
of government agencies, and a feeling among the public that a job is an 

asset to be taken seriously. Through there is still little cause for genuine 
satisfaction, things must be seen realistically, without the aura of gloom 
encouraged by the opposition in their attempt to weaken the government. 

















The above statistics show a curbing of inflation since the new economic 

policy took effect. The coming months will decide the course of this trend, 

In a short time government fees and gasoline prices will be increased. Sub- 
sequent steep increases in cost of living allowances are likely to bring about 
4 spiral of price increases, Also likely are increased wage demands on new 
work contracts. The test will be in dealing effectively with processes working 
against the slowing of economic activity and in continued efforte to curb 
inflation. 
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ISRAEL 


GOVERNMENT RESTRICTS RADIO, TV INTERVIEWS WITH ARABS 
TA060721 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 6 May 80 p 2 
[Article by Judy Siegel] 


[Text] Interviews with PLO supporters on the West Bank that are initiated 
by TV and radio reporters must from now on be approved beforehand either 

by the director of Israel TV or Israel Radio or by the broadcasting authority 
director-general. 


This regulation, which was proposed by director-general Yosef Lapid, was 
approved yesterday by the authority's board of directors. 


The board members set a clear line between coverage of public speeches by 
West Bank Arab leaders who support the PLO--which would not need such 
approval--and interviews with them required by authority staffers. 


Asked to comment on the board's ruling, TV news director Hayim Yavin told 
THE JERUSALEM POST last night that it was a “very strange decision. I 
don't see how it can be implemented." Yavin said he will raise the issue 
in the weekly "News Forum" that includes the director-general. 


TV director Yitzhaq Shim'oni told THE POST that he viewed the ruling as 
"unnecessary," since such decisions reach the upper rungs of the hierarchy 


anyway. 


Israel Radio director Gidion Lev-ari said at the board meeting that the 
radio must bring even “unpleasant things" to the knowledge of the public. 
He added that sensitive interviews reach him "anyway." 


Authority chairman Yaron criticized "chelmism" in the news departments; "It 
is ridiculous and sad that in our current situation we turn over our micro- 
phones and screens for the service of the PLO." 


LA'AM representative Aharon Papo, who raised the matter of West Bank inter- 
views, told the board that the appearance of all Arab leaders (in the terri- 
tories) should be banned on radio and TV. 


Almog of the Labor Party agreed that “the enemy" must not be assisted by 
broadcasts, but he asserted that the authority must be careful not to pre- 
vent information from reaching the public. 


CSO: 4820 113 








ISRAEL 


BI [EFS 


ISRAELI-JORDANIAN BORDER--The Israeli-Jordanian border near Ashoot Ya'aqov 
has receded 1 km as a result of the fact that the Yarmuk's course has 
deviated westward. Thus, Jordan's territory has been increased by 1 km at 
the expense of Israel. The river's course has changed in recent months due 
to the heavy rains and the subsequent large quantities of water flowing in 
it. [TA271214 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 27 Apr 80 p 1 TA) 


QUARTER'S IMPORTS, EXPORTS--The cost of oil imports in the first quarter of 
1980 has reached $676 million, compared with $243 million for the same period 
last year. This increase explains the increase of the expenditure on imports 
as a whole. A report analyzing imports data, prepared by the national consul- 
tants company, shows that whereas in the first quarter of 1979 $1.44 billion 
was spent on imports other than oil, in 1980 only $1.39 billion was spent. 
This marks a 4 percent decrease. The volume of imports has even further 
decreased since import prices rose by more than 25 percent in the last year, 
so that the real decrease was 30 percent. The decrease affected consumer 
goods mostly. In the first quarter of 1980, exports reached $1.4 billion, 
compared with about $1 billion last year. This is an increase of 38 percent. 
Most of the exports have increased. The real increase in exports was about 
15 percent, considering that the prices rose by about 20 percent. [TA271214 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 27 Apr 80 p 4 TA) 


UNEMPLOYMENT DATA--The employment offices report that the employers sent 
dismissal notes to over 6,300 workers in March, most of them--about 5,500-- 
were sent to industrial workers, and over 900 were sent to services workers. 
According to estimates, 30 percent of the dismissal notes were sent to work- 
ing women. However, the employment offices estimate that less than 2,500 
workers have actually been dismissed. About 25,000 people seeking employ- 
ment registered in March. [Text] [TA260821 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 1700 GMT 24 Apr 80 TA] 


DULZIN FOR LP LEADERSHIP--Jewish Agency chairman Arye Dulzin said last 
night that he had decided to compete with Mr Simha Ehrlich for the position 
of chairman of the Liberal Party. Dulzin said that if he was elected, he 
would propose that 'Ezer Weizman head the Likud list in the next Knesset 
elections. According to him, the liberals would support Weizman even if 
Herut proposed Begin and there would be an argument about this within the 
Likud. [Excerpt] [TA290912 Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 29 Apr 80 p 1] 
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EGYPTIAN CONSULATE IN TEL AVIV--Tel Aviv--The Egyptian Consulate here 

issues 100 to 120 visas to Egypt a day, more than any Egyptian consulate 

in Europe. The first secretary at the Embassy, Ahmad (Joma), said yes- 
terday, about 50 percent of the visas issued go to Israelis. Israelis 
submit 160 to 200 visa applications a day, (Joma) said, adding that the 
consulate, located in the Hilton Hotel, becomes more crowded every day. 

He said that although Egyptian consulates in Europe have to deal with the 
needs of thousands of Egyptian citizens residing or studying there, the 

Tel Aviv Consulate is busier than them all. It has also been learned that 
400 to 500 Ieraeli and foreign tourists travel to Egypt every week by air, 
and about the same number go by land. Tourist circles expect the flow of 
tourists from Israel to Egypt to increase during the summer months. Non- 
Israelis flying to Egypt can receive visas on arrival. The Egyptian Embassy 
postponed its first official reception here, slated for Monday night, due to 
the week of mourning declared by Egypt for the death of President Tito of 
Yugoslavia. The reception was rescheduled for next week. [Text] [TAO70956 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 7 May 80 p 3] 


CSO: 4820 
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JORDAN 


"JORDAN TIMES' COMMENTS ON VANCE'S RESIGNATION 





JN290809 Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 29 Apr 80 p 2 
(Editorial: "Exit Mr. Vance"] 


[Text] The resignation of U.S. Secretary of State Cryus Vance deals another 
blow to the beleaguered administration of President Jimmy Carter. It need 
not necessarily be a fatal blow: the November elections are still six months 
away and most Americans will have forgotten about Mr. Vance by then; be- 
sides presidential candidates are seldom judged by the composition of their 
cabinets. 


But two important aspects of Mr. Vance's resignation lend it particular 
significance. 


First, he brought to his job a wealth of experience in international diplo~ 
macy and a sound reputation as a dedicated and tactful negotiator that has, 
if anything, been enhanced in his 39 months in office. All who have dealt 
with him share a great respect for his balanced, patient approach. These 
virtues were especially evident when contrasted with the flamboyant, 
self-serving approach of his predecessor, Dr. Henry Kissinger. 


Mr. Vance, therefore, was symbolic of the "good and decent" brand of lead- 
ership whichMr. Carter was expected to bring with him to the White House. 
Carter's 1976 campaign slogan had been “Why not the best?" and Mr. Vance 
was in that sense probably the “best” man for the job of secretary of state 
and equally probably the "best" man in the administration. His resignation 
shows that something has gone seriously wrong. Perhaps Mr. Carter is find- 
ing, at an awkward time for him personally and for America generally, that 
the road to hell is, indeed, paved with good intentions. 


Second, Mr. Vance's resignation has bared the Carter Administration's 
Achilles heel: foreign policy. The President can take little comfort 
from the fact that three-quarters of Americans--more out of blind partiot- 
ism than rational analysis, perhaps--now say they support the attempted 


116 











hostage rescue operation in Iran, when that operation has cost him his 
secretary of state. And the fact that among the reasons cited for Mr. Vance's 
resignation were his differences with Presidential National Security Adviser 
Zbigniew Brzezinski is alarming to all those, inside the U.S. and outside, 
who entertain serious reservations about that hawkish strategist's views, 
policies and approach. 


The ground began to fall from beneath Mr. Vance's feet with the fiasco of 
the United Nations Security Council vote condemning Israel's settlements 
policies in the occupied territories. After the "foul-up" which led Presi- 
dent Carter to disavow the U.S.'s vote in favour of that unanimously passed 
resolution, Mr. Vance accepted full responsibility. Those involved in the 
Jordanian-sponsored U.S. initiative which produced the vote know that the 
American delegates, under instructions from the secretary of state, knew 
exactly what they were doing in first helping to draft and then voting for 
the resolution. 


There is little doubt that Mr. Vance, a lawyer and a compassionate man who 
had resigned from government service once before over the Vietnam issue, 
finally found he could no longer be part of an administration that shameless- 
ly disavows one of the few decent and honourable foreign policy moves it 

has ever taken, or one that engages in an act of reckless adventurism at a 
time when what is so urgently required is the type of calm, patient and 
tactful diplomacy which Cyrus Vance embodies. 


cso: 4820 


117 











DALLY COMMENTS ON ‘WHITE HOUSE EXTREMISTS' 
417900950 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 30 Apr 80 pp 1, 19 


[Editorial: "Carter and Correcting a Mistake With a Mistake") 


[Text] There is not the least doubt that the intransigent wing controls the 
state of affaires in the White House, reflected both in the decision to raid 
Iran to free the hostages, which failed completely, and in Vance's resigna- 
tion from the State Department after Brzezinski, Carter's national security 
advisor, succeeded in keeping him out of the decision-making center because 
of his moderation and his call to solve international issues through diplo- 
matic and political means. 


This belief is strengthened by reports that Carter intends to appoint Edmund 
Muskie, who is known for his intransigence and Zionist tendencies, as secre- 
tary of estate, thus giving the reckless wing in the U.S. Administration more 
control, influence and hegemony over U.S. foreign policy. 


Like the rest of the world, we expected the failure of the armed raid on Lran 
to teach President Carter a lesson, causing him to abandon his style of 
threats and intimidation in solving international problems and to undertake 
@ more moderate and balanced policy in solving international differences and 
conflicts. It seems, however, that he is trying to correct a mistake with 
another mistake, by continuing the same line that has placed him in such a 
difficult and critical situation in facing not only the U.S. people but 
world public opinion as well. 


By taking the extreme right path and following Brzezinski, in order to real- 
ize his objective of being elected, and by kowtowing to the Zionist lobby 
and thus prove his ability to administer the affairs of a large nation in 
today's world, Carter has in fact moved U.S. policy towerd further chaos and 
fumbling, which has led to loss of confidence in Washington's ability to 
maintain the ethics of the big and to keep its promises. This loss has also 
led to a curtailment of the U.S. role in the international arena, resulting 
in the loss of everyone's confidence, including that of its Western allies. 
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Burope, which has done its utmost in expressing ite support of the United 
States by imposing sanctions on Iran in order to guarantee a peaceful 
solution to the hostages crisis, can no longer trust Washington's ability 

to honor ite commitments, ae it did not fulfill ite promises, made to ite 
European allies, not to use force against Iran. Those who planned the 
operation in (?Lot's) desert and chose who plan U.S. policy in general for- 
get that there are international forces that seek peace as much as they 

seek to promote their interests and rights in a sensitive region in the 
world, the future and destiny of which cannot be decided by the United States 
alone. 


If Europe has realized the dimensions of his dangerous game, which was 
planned by the extremist wing in the White House, then it must express ite 
independent policy at the international level now more than ever before. 

The Middle East issue is no less dangerous than those of Afghanistan, the 
Tehran hostages or the conflict of powers. Washington's request that Europe 
postpone ite initiative until after the Egyptian-Israel autonomy talks is 
nothing but another dangerous game, which Washington is plotting behind the 
European Community's back, to cast doubts on Europe's role and its ability 
to participate in the solution of international issues. Under these circum- 
stances, therefore, the European initiative is a must and should be sought. 


The chaos and conflict within the U.S. Administration has created a political 
vacuum that might lead to undesirable consequences that are in the interest 


of neither the West nor the East. In a word, we only hope that Europe will 
reap what the White House extremists have sown. 


CSO: 4802 
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JORDAN 


POPULATION STUDIES AT JORDAN UNIVERSITY REVIEWED 
Amman AL~DUSTUR in Arabic 9 Apr 80 p 7 


[Article by Mustafa ‘Ayrut: "The Population Studies School at Jordan 
University~-What Are ite Goale and Accomplishments, and What Services 
Will It Provide for Society?") 


[Text) Man is the hub of economic and social development. He is both 

the means and the objective of development, and he is the prime mover of 
the wheel of production. The University of Jordan understands the impor- 
tance of population studies in serving other curricula. It is aware of 
the firm relationship of these studies with the development of society 

and their key role in programs pursued under the national economic and 
social development plan. At the same time, the university desires to 

do ite share in educating students and all members of society in everything 
pertaining to population on the local and national level, inasmuch as the 
university is a source of .ultural research. Based on all these considera- 
tions, the university on 26 December 1976 aporoved the creation of a pop- 
ulation studies proram based on an agreement concluded between the gov- 
ernment and the UN Population Activities Fund. 


This year, the council of deans at Jordan University decided to change the 
program into a school. Because of the significance of this change, the 
university page of this newspaper interviewed two members of the committee 
supervising the population studies department: UN population studies 
expert Dr ‘Abd-al-Khaliq Zikri, and Assistant Dean of the Liberal Arte Col- 
lege and Popule .on Studies instructor Dr Ahmad Hammudah. 


The School's Goals 
The goals of the Population Studies School, said Dr Zikri, are as follows: 


l. Preparing curricula in the field of population studies on the bachelor's 
level, and higher studies on the master's level; 


2. Coordinating the effort of scientific departments which teach subjects in 


the Population Studies School, and aiding instruction, with the approval 
of department heads and faculty members. 
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3. Preparing 4 research program in which faculty members and students 
share. The program finances the studies presented, after obtaining the 
committee's approval and in accordance with the instructions of the univer- 
sity's dean of scientific research. The section also prepares research and 
studies which it supervises directly, and faculty membere and higher study 
students participate in this preparation. 


4, Eneuring scientific study mission for doctorates in demography for 
higher study students, assistant instructors, and research assistants, as 
well as ecientific and practical missions for Jordan University faculty 
members, to prepare them to participate in the section's instructional and 
research activities; 


5. Eneuring population study experts to help conduct research and super- 
vise higher studies students; 


6. Holding seminars, study courses and conferences in population studies; 


/. Coordinating and organizing population studies in all the colleges at 
the univeristy, liaising between the university and specialized government 
departments and international and foreign authorities with respect to 
contributing scientific services or participating in research in the field 
of population studies and in everything relating to the economic and social 
development plan; 


8. Representing the university at international conferences and regional 
and national stuly seminars pertaining to population studies. The popula- 
tion studies committee nominates faculty members to represent the univer- 
sity at these conferences and seminars. 


The School's Status 


Dr Hammudah said of the school's status at the university, “It was decided 
to establish a committee to supervise the Population Studies School, to 

be headed by the dean of the liberal arts college and to have as members 
three faculty members. The school (formerly the program) has not granted 
any academic diplomas, and the change in this respect was made in order to 
enable the school to grant degrees in populacion studies on the higher 
studies level. This does not imply the end of the idea of minor specializa- 
tion on the bachelor's level; the school has continued to offer curricula 
in population studies to university students, especially those majoring in 
various university specializations. A number of faculty members of the 
university who are specialists in population studies have been transferred 
to teach various subjects to students in higher studies and minor special- 
izations. Thus the school has become an educational unit subordinate to 
the liberal arts college. in the past the school (formerly program) 

had an administrative committee representing five colleges which supervised 
it; now this committee has become a council concerned with other university 
schools as well, to facilitate their work, the planning of educational pol- 
icy, the acceptance of students, education and research, and supervision 
of seminars.” 
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The School's Participation in Seminare and Conferences 


Dr Zikri said of the program's participation in local and international 
seminare and conferences, "During the past 2 years the section has partici- 
pated in two conferences held at Jordan University~--the firet dealing with 
methods of demographic analysis, in participation with the American Univer- 
sity in Cairo, and the second dealing with housing and ecoromic and social 
development, in participation with the Jordanian State Statistics Depart- 
ment and the UN West Asia Economic Commission. The section has also parti- 
cipated in a study course about population conditions in West Asian states, 
held at the university.” 





Future Services 


Speaking of the services which the section will offer the society in the 
future, Dr Hammudah said, "In ite budget, the school is providing financial 
support for the social development center in the Nazzal quarter of ‘Amman, 
helping to support the activities of the center, which was established by 
the social sciences school of Jordan University. Consequently, students 
from the population studies program will help out with the center's activ- 
ities in the service of local society. The school will participate in those 
activities related to population studies, such as the State Statistics De- 
partment, so that the students can receive training and enroll in higher 
studies leading to a diploma. The school will also work with the Social 
Affairs Department for Social Development, a huge project which is equiva- 
lent to a regional center for developing Jordanian and Arab society alike, 
especially training intermediate and high level personnel in social develop- 
ment and planning as they relate to population studies. The section will 
also prepare curricula in this field, such as minor specialization on the 
bachelor's level and higher studies on the master's level, in coordination 
with the scientific schools which are studying subjects connected with 
population studies. The program is also working to ensure scientific study 
missions." 


Achievements and Activities 


Dr Zikri said, in reference to the section's achievements and activities, 
that during the past 2 years the section offered curricula for minor spe- 
cialization in population studies, consisting of three required subjects 
and six electives, beginning in school year 1977-78. Many students from 
the various colleges, especially liberal arts, economics and trade, and 
education, applied for registration in the minor specialization in popula- 
tion studies. 


Population Studies and Research 
Speaking of the population studies and research done by the section with 


the participation of committee members, Dr Hammudah said, “The social med- 
icine school is conducting research and studies financed by the "Bath 
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Fondada" (transliterated) authority, and has concluded an agreement with 
the Rockefeller Foundation to conduct some population research. 


"There ie a research project on population, education and development in 
Jordan, in participation with UNESCO and financed by the Population Activ- 
ities Fund. 


"There is a research project on population, the labor force and economic 
development, in participation with the Food and Agriculture Organization. 


"There is the Bedouin project, which was carried out in two stages under 
the supervision of Dr Kamil Abu-Jabir, head of the school (formerly com- 
mittee). Several faculty members from the college of economics and other 
colleges in participated in it. 


"Research into the use of census figures in economic and social development 
has been submitted to the conference on census experts convened by the UN 
West Asia Economic Organization." 


Conditions for Enrollment 


Dr Zikri discussed the conditions for enrolling in the Population Studies 
School, saying that the acceptance of the student for enrollment in the 
Population Studies School to receive a master's degree in demography is 
subject to the higher studies statute of Jordan University in general, and 
to the following conditions in particular. 


1. The student must have obtained a bachelor's degree from Jordan Univer- 
sity or an equivalent university, with good grades at least. 


2. The student must have minored in population studies--i.e., have obtained 
at least 27 approved course hours from the Population Studies School of 


Jordan University or an equivalent university or population studies center, 
provided that the program is recognized as equivalent to the minor special- 


ization in population studies that a student would obtain at Jordan Univer- 
sity. 


3. The student must be sufficiently proficient in English to be able to fol- 
low some lectures which will be delivered in English, and to read source 
material for his studies which is not available in Arabic. The school 

will hold English examinations for applicants who fulfil the enrollment 
conditions, to determine the degree of their proficiency in English. 


4. In all cases, approval of the population studies committee is required 
for applications for enrollment in the master's study program, inasmuch as 
it is the body authorized to perform the jurisdictions of the school coun- 
cil and the college, provided that the grades obtained by the student in his 
bachelor's degree be taken into consideration in the selection. Students 
who have obtained their bachelor's degree with good grades at least can also 
be accepted, provided that they take supplemental courses equivalent to a 
minor in population studies. 
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JORDAN 


NEW MARKETS TO BE ESTABLISHED TO AID CONSUMERS 





Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 8 Apr 80 p 3 


{Article by Muhammad Jabir Ibrahim: Minister of Supplies Says: "Six 
Model Markets Are To Be Set Up In the Kindgom During the Current Year To 
Break Up Monopolies, Curb Hoarding and Lower Costs For the Consumer’) 


[Text] Through its various specialized organizations the government is making 
efforts to put an end to the rise of prices in general, and food prices in 
particular. 


In order to ensure the availability of foodstuffs to the citizens at reasonable 
prices, the government has undertaken the establishment of the Civilian 
Consumer Organization to lighten the burden of middle class working people. 

It has also recently begun to study the establishment of model markets to 

serve all citizens. In view of the importance of these markets, we held 

this interview with Dr Jawad al-‘Anani, the minister of supplies. 


The model markets represent a new activity of the ministry of supplies through 
the Civilian Consumer Organization and its military counterpart. They are 
directly under the authority of the ministry of supplies, and are subject to 
ite continuous supervision. They will be open to all groups of citizens-- 
workers, soldiers and civilians. Prices will be determined by the ministry. 
The ministry will endeavor to supply these markets with all the goods and 
necessities which are important to the citizens. 


Concerning the prices in the model markets the minister said that "they will 
definitely be lower than market prices, and will be determined on the basis 
of cost. I want to make this point very clear. We in the ministry of 
supplies will supply imported goods to the model markets in exactly the 

same manner as any local merchant in the kingdom. In other words, we will 
pay customs and other taxes just like everyone else. We will then determine 
prices on the basis of these factors. Therefore, prices of certain goods 
may perhaps be different from current prices, because the ministry will be 
satisfied with a smaller profit. But it will make a profit in all cases." 


On the question of whether the markets would guanrantee the [the supply of] 
vegetables and meat, the minister said: 
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"These markets will be content with guaranteeing [the supply of] other goods 
for no other reason than that meat and vegetables--are already currently sold 
in model markets. The model markets will be ordinary markets run by the 
ministry of supplies." 


Concerning the planned locations of the model markets he said: "We will 
begin with opening the first market early in May in the district of Jabal 
al-Husayn near the entrance to the camp. In early June, we will open the 
second market in the district of al-Luwaydah in the municipal building. 
The third market will open in the district of Saqf al-Sayl early in July 
and will again be located in the municipal building. 


"We are considering opening three other markets in the kingdom's cities so 
that six markets will be opened during 1980." 


Concerning management of the markets, the minister said: "We will assign 
civil servants employed by the ministry of supplies, who will receive 
ordinary salaries like other civil servants. But as a kind of incentive 
they will have a share of the income to be determined later." 


Concerning the milk shortage, and whether the new markets will have supplies 
of it, he said: “The milk shortage may have eased quite a bit, but we are 
still in the tail end of it. We will get over it, God willing. Milk will 
be available this month, and we will have it at the model markets." 


Concerning the cause of the occaional price increases and the justifications 
for them, the minister said: "We are sometimes forced to raise the price of 
certain necessities, whose prices had been stable for a long time, when 

their production costs increase, or when we wish to encourage local industries, 
For example, we recently raised the price of chicken and chemical cleaners 
while we lowered the price of imported flour, rice and meat." 


The minister justified acceptance of imported meat saying: "There are several 
reasons. Most important is the high price of local chicken and meat and the 
low price of imported meat. This has led to a large rise in demand, making 

it necessary for the ministry to increase the amounts that are imported. 

This has reached 150 tons of mutton and 100 tons of beff in 1 week, which 
means that more than 10 planeloadsof meat arrive at Amman airport weekly." 


The minister has asked about the possibility of an interruption in the arrival 
of this meat by airplane for any reason, and to what extent the state could 
support the price of this meat in the event of a price rise at the source. 


He answered that that was feasible by making diverse sources of protein available 
to the consumer, such as chicken, fish and frozen meat. Frozen meat can be 
purchased at a lower price and kept available in freezers. 


In order to solve this problem, the ideal alternative is to increase and 
support local production, and organize the way it is marketed. 
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On the cause of higher prices of fruits and vegetables, the minister 
anewered that out of esteem for the role of the farmers, and in order to 
encourage them in their work, and because of their inability to withstand 
losses in years of drought, it was necessary to endeavor to introduce slight 
price increases, 


Dr al-'Anani added that the ministry would support agriculture and farmers 
in Jordan to curb the exodus of farmers to the city and to encourage others 
to work in agriculture. 


The minister concluded his talk by saying that the idea of model markets 

was very useful to every consumer and merchant. It gives the consumer the 
opportunity to purchase basic commodities at reasonable prices which reflect 
the true cost. If the idea is successful, it will also give the government 
real information and precise measurements of real costs. The markets will 

also be a useful means to break monopolies and curb hoarding. This will 

allow the government to influence the market without resorting to restrictions 
or heavy supports. 


This also gives the merchants greater freedom of action, within reason, 
consistent with the public interest. 


9123 
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, KUWAIT 


SAUDI ARABIA MEDIATES BAHRAIN-QATAR OIL DISPUTE 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 7 Mar 80 p 3 


[Article: "Saudi Arabian Mediation Between Qatar and Bahrain; Oil of 
Dukhan Oilfield Revives Hawar Island Dispute") 


[Text] Imformed Arab diplomatic sources tell AL-QABAS that the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia is seriously considering renewal of its mediation efforts 
between Qatar and Bahrain in view of the flare-up of the border problem over 
Hawar Island. These sources indicate that as an initial step in its med- 
iation effort, Saudi Arabia quickly requested leaders in both countries, 
Qatar and Bahrain, to contain the situation, avoid any new provocation that 
may widen the dispute, and not to allow the media to complicate the situa- 
tion through statements and counter-statements by officials in both coun- 
tries. 


The dispute between Qatar and Bahrain over Hawar Island had been frozen 
and shelved following intensive mediation efforts by other nations of the 
area to avert a hot border conflict between Bahrain and Qatar which would 
harm efforts made to spare the area any tensions leading to an atmosphere 
of anxiety and instability. 


The Saudi efforts started several years ago, especially during the visit by 
His Majesty King Khalid to states of the area in 1975 and during Prince 
Fahd's visit to the state of Qatar in 1977. Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan al- 
Nahayyan, president of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), has also contributed 
his efforts toward this goal. The subject of mediation and resolution of 

the prohlem was also raised during the visit to the UAE by Shaykh Khalifa 
bin Hamad al-Thani. Kuwait also frequently made efforts to remove the causes 
of the border dispute between Qatar and Bahrain over Hawar Island. 


The Dukhan Oil Field 


Informed sources revealed to AL-QABAS the causes of the new flare-up of 
the dispute: The main cause of this dispute is the recent prospecting 
by American companies in agreement with Bahrain, which indicates the possi- 
bility of an oil discovery in Hawar Island and surrounding areas. Qatar is 


127 





concerned that drilling for oil on the island may lead to seepage from the 
Qatar oilfield of Dukhan--the largest in Qatar--to the new wells through 
tortuous underground cavities. The quality of the oil from Dukhan field is 
among the best in the world. The percentage of sulfur is only 1.1 percent. 
Annual production in 1973 was 11.67 million barrels of of] and 245 million 
cubic feet of gas a day. 


Geographic and Political Situation of Hawar Island 


Hawar Islands consist of one large and three small islands on the western 
coast of the State of Qatar. The [large] island is 11 miles long with a 
maximum width of about 2 miles. Its size is 15.96 square miles. “Hawar" 
means young lamb. The island is e volcanic area not suitable for agricul- 
ture, and is separated from Bahrain by 17 to 18 miles. It is 1 mile away 
from Qatar. The first reference to Bahrain's claim over the island came 
in a letter by the counsellor of the Government of Bahrain to the British 
Commissioner on 28 April 1936. It said that “Shaykh Hamad bin ‘Issa ‘al- 
Khalifah had told him to convey to the commissioner that the Hawar Islands 
are part of the State of Bahrain." 
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KUWALT 


CENSUS RESULTS--Speaking at a press conference yesterday upon the completion 
of the general census that had begun on 11 April 1980, Planning Ministry 
Undersecretary Fu'ad Mulla Husayn announced that the population of the state 
of Kuwait totals 1,355,827, compared with 994,201 in 1975, an increase of 
36.4 percent. Of these, 776,125 are male and 579,702 are female. There are 
562,065 Kuwaitis, that is 41.4 percent of the total population, of whom 
278,516 are male, and 283,549 are female. The number of non-Kuwaitis-- 
Arabs, Europeans, Asians and others--totals 793,762, of whom 497,609 are men, 
and 296,153 are women. He said Kuwait will continue to hold a census every 
5 years. [GFO31800 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 2 May 80 p 3] 
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LEBANON 





JUMAYYIL, JUMBLAT HOLD DIALOG ON NATIONAL ISSUES 
Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 8 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text] Although in agreement on most of the issues, the two 
leaders are also equally convinced of the inability of the 
Lebanese parties to handle the present situation: 


In the course of a three-way radio interview broadcast last 
night by "FRANCE-INTER," Amin Jumayyil and Walid Jumblat 
both spoke out in favor of the strengthening of power. 

They also agreed on the need to initiate a dialog if, 

as they both emphasized, “the present situation permits." 
They both developed quite similar views regarding rela- 
tions with the PLO. Insofar as the Army is concerned, 

the two leaders felt that the political agreement should 
be its motivation. 





How was this round table arranged? The two men did not see 
each other face to face. They simply heard each other 
through Paris. One studio was prepared in Achrafieh 

and another at Mousseitbe. The debate was monitored 

from Paris by a Radio-France anchorman and in Beirut 

by the station correspondent, Alain Chalfon. The latter 
was with Mr Jumblat while a technician stayed with 


Mr Jumayyil. 


However significant this beginning of a dialog may be, 
it nevertheless has its own inherent limits. As 

Alain Chalfon has occasion to say, "To speak to each 
other, the two men had to go through Paris... and to 
realize that the Lebanese parties, in the end, cannot 
do much at present, considering the regional or even 
the international situation." 


[Question] After the president's speech, do you believe the time has come 
for you two to begin a dialog? 


130 








[Walid Jumblat] I find President Sarkis' position a very interesting one. 
I believe if all the parties operating in Lebanon, that is to say, the 
Lebanese Front, the National Movement and all the other political movements 
in the western region could reach an agreement on this position, it would 
be possible to engage in a dialog. 


[Amin Jumayyil] We support President Sarkis’ statements in his message, 
and particularly his attitude regarding Lebanese unity and the unity of 
its army and institutions. However, the President must place the same 
ardor, courage and initiative for the achievement of these goals at the 
service of the principles he evoked. It is not the first, but the um- 
teenth statement made. The important thing is to carry it out and, as 
Walid Bey said, it is essential that the different political groups now 
established should cooperate with him and seriously envisage the support 
they must give the President in order to attain these goals. 


[Question] You both know that the president of a republic is powerless if 
he is not supported by the citizens who make up the country. Are you ready, 
here and now, to support the intentions and heed the appeal of President 
Sarkis? 


{[Jumayyil] We are entirely disposed to do so. We can act freely and we 
have said so on various occasions. We have assured President Sarkis of 
our support. Now it is up to the existing sides, whether Lebanese or 
foreign, to collaborate in the same spirit of fraternity. 


{[Jumblat] I believe that if everyone takes a positive stance with regard 
to the President's statement, and if the present situation in the Middle 
East again makes possible a political settlement of the Lebanese crisis, 
then one may initiate this notorious political entente. Naturally, that 
will depend on the parties facing each other in Lebanon and also in the 
Arab world. 


[Question] Will your desires really proceed to acts? 


{[Jumblat] I will await the reaction of the Lebanese Front. Sheik Amin 
speaks very positively. The Lebanese Front must also adopt a positive 
attitude. I think this is necessary in Lebanon's best interests, in the 
interest of the Palestinian cause and of relations with Syria. The 
National Movement's position will be very positive. 


[Question] You were able to discern this concilatory intent in Mr. Amin 
Jumayyil... 


{[Jumblat] I did, yes, but the problem is rather with his brother, Mr. 
Bechir Jumayyil. The problem arises as a result of some very disquieting 
statements made by him. It is time we put an end to this ridiculous armed 
conflict between Lebanese. 


{[Junayyil] Mr Jumblat possibly has certain apprehensions which I[ can very 
well understand. But, just as in the case of the Lebanese Front, certain 
elements had the courage to face political currents prompted by exacerbated 
feelings; they had the courage, also, to adopt attitudes which basically 
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serve the interests of the nation, and reach beyond the purely emotional 
aspect so common in this part of Lebanon and, in fact, all over, In 
contrast, certain leaders, such as Walid Bey, now have the obligation, 

indeed the national duty, to look beyond this, to have the courage to 

“tell it like it is," to call together men of good will and those who 

have a sincere desire to rebuild Lebanon. All these efforte must be 

brought together to check any group working for the destruction of 

Lebanon, or for the breaking up of Lebanon. As for the different currents 
within the Lebanese Front, as Walid Jamblat said with regard to my brother, 
to the extent that there is any receptivity and independence of movement 

on the part of Lebanese in the National Movement and of other groups existing 
to the West of Beirut, I will anewer for the success of a sincere national 
consensus in the East and for creating the necessary dynamism for the 
national entente. It is very easy to criticize but first let us examine 

the ine and oute of the issues and the causes of certain attitudes. Con- 
sidering that Lebanon has been suffering for the past 5 years because of a 
number of catoh-phrases, I think you must allow some time for tempers to 
simmer down and for ideas to settle. The important thing is for us to 

sit down and discuss the future of Lebanon with genuine sincerity, to consider 
ite reconstruction on a humanistic basis, on Lebanese nationalistic bases: 

a Lebanon in solidarity with its Arabic environment and therefore with itself. 


The Palestinians 


{Question} You are divided on che subject of the Palestinians. Are you 
ready to take the first step? 


{[Jumblat] In this case as well, a certain set of international circumstances 
must obtain, to be conducive to the settlement of this problem. It is not 
the Lebanese, particularly if they are divided among themselves. There is 
an armed Palestinian presence, a political and economic presence in this 
country. It is a fact. Yet we must handle it in a realistic fashion. We 
must see things as they really are. There are agreements between the PLO 
and the Lebanese government which both sides must respect; at the same time, 
we must instil’ confidence in the interested parties and not throw ourselves 
into stupid military adventures, merely to disarm them and chase them into 
the sea. The Arabs tried that. I will not be specific. Even Israel tried 
this game. It is time to acknowledge that the PLO is a political fact. It 
is not a question of refugees. 


[Question] Nevertheless, the Palestinians are your guests, but it is 
difficult to say that they feel at ease in Lebanon. 


[Jumblat] They have been our guests for at least 30 years. At one time 
they were refugees. Now they form a political movement with which it is 
necessary to collaborate; we must help them return to their country, no 
more, no less. 


[Question] From your standpoint, Lebanon has a hospitality obligation 
vis-a-vis the Palestinians? 
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{[Jumblat] Certainly. 
[Question] And you, Amin Jumayyil, how do you see this situation? 


[Jumayyil) I would firet of all like to draw your attention to one point. 

On two occasions, you have referred to the Middle-Eastern and the inter- 
national estate of affaires and to their relationship with the Lebanese 

crisis. Although I am totally in agreement with you on that reepect, there 
ie one observation I woulda like to make. The better we Lebanese can under- 
stand each other, the bette: we will be able to confront the international 
situation. We cannot just blame the international situation for what is 
happening here in Lebanon. Every country tries to satisfy ite own interests, 
even at the cost of other interests. 


[Question] Taking into account that it is an Arab country, does or doesn't 
Lebanon have an obligation of hospitality toward the Palestinians’ 


{[Jumayyil}) You know perfectly well that we have always been very close to 
the Palestinians. From 1948 to 1975, there were very few clashes with them. 
Whatever problems arose were settled in a fraternal spirit of understanding. 
Now our problem is not with the Palestinians who are working for the Pales- 
tinian cause itself and seek to return to their land. Our problem is with 
the Palestinians who “loved” Lebanon too much, to the detriment of their 

own cause, seeking to take roots here, on the basis of data far more 
Lebanese than Palestinian. We are entirely in agreement with the Palestinians 
concerning their return to their hearths. We have the same difficulty with 
Lebanese who loved Palestine more than they did Lebanon, and who work harder 
for the Palestinian cause than they do for Lebanese peace and the development 
of Lebanon's structures. 


|Jumblat} It is a long and difficult task to begin talking about history 
again. There are certain powers which have divided this country in an 
attempt to settle the Palestinian question to the detriment of the Lebanese. 
It is time the Lebanese united, time to help the Palestinians and to reject 
what is now occurring between Israel and Egypt in the stupid Camp David 
political process, which ultimately solves the Palestinian issue to the 
detriment of the Lebanese. As regards the Palestinian physical presence, 
there are in Lebanon 500,000 or 600,000--I don't know exactly how many-- 
Palestinians. In fact, no one knows exactly how many. If one day, somewhere 
in Jordan and in Gaza, a state is created, the important thing is that these 
people must be given a political identity. Afterwards Lebanese can argue 
among themselves about what Lebanon can stand as a non-realistic human 
element at this level. When there is a solution, IF there is a solution, 
then we will see. 


[Question] The fact remains that the Palestinians constitute an armed 
force. Now, can the Palestinian issue be settled in Lebanon when on is 
delaing with a state within a state? 
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[Jumblat) Yes, undoubtedly the Palestinians are armed. But as I said before, 
we must give them a sense of political confidence. To drag them into a 

civil war in Lebanon is tantamount to destroying both Lebanon and the 
Palestinian cause, However, perhaps certain powers are aiming precisely 

at euch a target. After granting them confidence, one could perhaps... not 
disarm them~-in Lebanon everyone ie armed--but "neutralize" those weapons 

and place the problem in its correct and positive context. 


{Jumayyil) We by no means intend to shelve the Palestinian cause in Lebanon. 
however, we shall not allow it to destroy the Lebanese cause. But from that 
point forward, everything is negotiable. We cooperate with the Palestinians 
in seeking a formula which would take into account their cause and their 
just etruggle for the recovery of their land and which would, at the same 
time, assure respect for Lebanese sovereignty. Agreements were entered 
into with the estate at least ten years ago. Withal, as the National 
Movement's communique declared, an essential requirement is mutual respect. 
But who does and who does not respect is a question which I do not want to 
delve. However, the Security Council's resolutions, which insure Lebanon's 
credibility on the international level should also be respected. 


[Question] Can Lebanon be neutral and Arab at one and the same time? 


{[Jumblat] One cannot be neutral and Arab at the same time. If this issue 
is examined in the national context, it is clear that one must assume one's 
obligations to the Arab nation. 


[Jumayyil) It is not enough that we ourselves proclaim the neutrality of 
Lebanon for it to be respected. It is necessary that all the parties present 
accept that neutrality and stand behind it. It cannot be achieved other 
than in the framework of the solution of the Middle Eastern problem, so that 
Lebanon, always in solidarity with its environment, can follow the path of 
neutrality in the service of true regional peace. That is where Lebanon 

has a role to play. 


[Question] Are you ready to contain yourselves and allow the regular 
troops to maintain order? 


{Jumayyil] The Lebanese Army, like all national armies, needs motivations, 
which might well be the national consensus. I would appeal to Walid Bey 

to work tuoyether with us in order to instill new strength into that national 
consensus so that we can provide the Army with its motivation. Otherwise, 
we will simply be adding another militia to all the existing militias. An 
army without motivation is like an armed horde. We would be the first to 
lay down out arms. 


{[Jumblat] We must give the army a cause. There are several interpretations 
of the Lebanese cause. Perhaps if there were a dialog at a round table, even 
@ rectangular one or some other shape, we might be able to reach some under- 
standing as to the underlying tenets of the cause. Yet we must not toss the 
army into a politically divided environment, because it may become divided 
again, as was the case in 1975 and 1976. Moreover, it will depend on rela- 
tions between Beirut and Damas. 
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[Question] On what conditions would you agree to demobiliging your militias? 


{[Jumayyil) We can move within the framework of the implementation of the 
principles contained in Mr Sarkis’ statements. What is required ie a 
“package deal.” From the moment we Lebanese realize that there ie a 
sincere desire on the part of everyone to collaborate, there will be no 
further apprehension. Everyone must be convinced of everyone else's 
sincerity. Moreover, a good number of Lebanese, no matter whether 
Christiane or Moslems, whether leftiste or conservatives, must be convinced 
of the urgent need to reconstruct the country and to look at Lebanon in a 
new light, as young, dynamic, progressive in the good sense of the term, 
established on a sound basis, with a well-planned secularity. 


{Jumblat) There is nothing I could add. In principle, I am in agreement 
with the views expressed by Sheik Amin. 


Lebanon and Syria 
[Question] What of the relations between Lebanon and Syria? 


{[Jumayyil] The entente between Lebanon and Syria can only be understood 

in the context of mutual respect for the sovereignty and independence of 

each country. That is why I see Syrian-Lebanese relations. In the context 
of the Israeli-Arab conflict, it was foreseen within the Arab League that 
there would be some degree of coordination at all levels. Lebanon played 

a very active role in the conflict; but we shall never agree that this should 
come about within the framework of some kind of hegemony, at the expense of 
our independence and our sovereignty. As regards the Syrian-Lebanese security 
pact, about which there was a great deal of talk, this is not to say that 

the agreement is just as useful to Lebanon as to Syria. 


[Question] What is your position on a strong government? 


|Jumayyil] It is the ABC, the basic, the cornerstone. It is why, despite 
the numerous reservations we have concerning the Lebanese government we have 
always supported it and will continue to do so. I know that Walid Bey has 
done a great deal to help both the government and President Sarkis. I think 
we must redouble efforts to strengthen the government and lead it to the 
adoption of energetic and courageous attitudes, in order to get everyone in 
step and impose a consensus. We are all in agreement on these general 
principles. 


{[Jumblat] It is necessary to organize and clarify the relations between 
Lebanon and Syria, and this should take place between the Lebanese and the 
Syrian governments in order to safeguard reciprocal Lebanese and Syrian 
interests. Lebanon is now, in effect, a country of confrontation. Perhaps 
it is also necessary to collaborate in the defense field. Apart from that 
aspect, we must respect the sovereignty and independence of Lebanon. But 
these are very relative terms. No one shovld allow themselves to be deluded. 
No state is entirely independent or sovereign. However, I believe there is 
an international guarantee concerning the independence of Lebanon. 
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[Question) Do you think that the inetitutions, as they exiat at the present 
moment, are those best suited for the country? 





{[Jumblat) I think we must find a political formula which ie a little more 
flexible, a little more progressive, because the time has come to realize 
that the country must change ite political etructures and place itself 
alongside other modern nations. 


[Question) What type of government can be adapted to Lebanon, taking into 
account the multiplicity of religious and political groups? 


|Jumblat) The problem is to know whether or not to put an end to the civil 
war. Perhape afterward, if there is a dialog--and I sincerely hope there 
will be one--we Lebanese can talk about thie matter among ourselves. 


[Question] Do you believe it is necessary to end the civil war? 


|Jumblat] We must put an end to the civil war at all costs because as things 
are, no one can win anything, no one can preserve Lebanon. 


[Jumayyil|) I am fully in agreement with Walid Bey. In the first place, 
we must put an end to combat. Then a peaceful climate must be recreated 
in order to discuss the future of the Lebanese institutions. For my part, 
I am against imported systems, federated and confederated systems. This 
is a country with its own specific style, its own national authenticity. 
Any formla must be sui generis, unique. It is absolutely necessary that 
we sit down again and quietly discuss certain issues. 


[Question] Are you willing to meet with Walid Jamblat and to proceed with 
the negotiations? 


[Jumayyil) There have been some meetings between the two sides. Unfortunately, 
4 situation has arisen which is beyond our will or that of Walid Bey, and that 
makes it impossible for us to meet just at any time. However, we remain 
available for a constructive dialog in search for a formula that is bold 
and progres@ive in the best sense of the term, in order to extract Lebanon 
from this impasse. 


[Jumblat}] It is not a personal problem between Amin Jumayyil and m. It 
depends on a set of circumstances, Lebanese in nature and probably a little 
bit Arab, too. 


[Question] You are disappointing us. You are telling us, “We can do no 
more than talk. There is not much we can do.” 


{[Jumblat) There is something that can be done. A climate of confidence 
can be established. But there are also certain interests at stake and a 
certain amount of foreign interference. 


[Question] What interests? 
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{Jumblat}) I must abstain from replying. I cannot tell you now. I am 
sovry, but thie ite beyond me, 


[Question] What conditions would be necessary for you to initiate the 
dialog? 


[Jumblat}) I would not set any conditions. We defined our position in the 
National Movement communique. I believe they are essential conditions 
through which to attain a united Lebanon that is Arab in character, involving 
normal and clearly delineated relations with Syria and the PLO and the re- 
jection of the process known as the Camp David peace talks. 


[Jumayyil] The national consensus is able to block interferences. 


[Jumblat) If you will allow me, Sheik Amin, I would beg you not to place 
all these interferences on the same level because that could damage the 
dialog. 


[Jumayyil] It is all-important that we return to the source of our Lebanese 
nationalism. The Jumblate, the Jumayyile, et al, have much to do to re- 
construct Lebanon, to help all of Lebanon achieve a reconciliation with 
itself, its traditions, its patrimony, with the humanism which Kamal Bey 
Jumblat and Sheik Pierre have always advocated. I think that from thence 
forward, we will have a platform for the reconstruction of Lebanon. 


{[Jumblat] Inchallah. 
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LEBANON 


BOTH SUPERPOWERS SEEN LOSING INTERNATIONAL INFLUENCE 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 9 Mar 80 p 1 


[Editorial by Miche] Abu Judah: "The Search for (New) International 
Relations") 


[Text] A principal fact is emerging on the international scene following 
the tour of the French president in [countries of the Arabian] Gulf and 
other parte of the Middle East, the difficulties generated by the vote 
cast by the United States in the UN Security Council against Israeli set- 
tlement policy, and the difficulties of the Soviet situation in Afghanis- 
tan. The two superpowers have been placed in an extremely delicate situa- 
tion through the lack of complete support which U.S. allies and friends 
are showing for U.S. plans to confront the Soviets and the rejection of 
Russia's friends and allies of the military intervention in Kabul. This 
is a new and exceptional situation unprecedented since World War II, from 
the beginning of the cold war through the period of detente. 


Ever since Soviet troops entered Afghanistan, each one of the two super- 
powers has been trying to rally supporters and allies to endorse ites 

full point of view and to strengthen its position without reservations. 
They had become accustomed to such support during the cold war period 
when military pacts were established. The most prominent of these are 

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Warsaw Pact. But the high- 
est level of delegates of the two giante who crossed continents to visit 
the Middle East, Europe and the Far East in order to win approval and 
support and ask for moral and actual assistance, returned with less than 
they had hoped for. They sensed, along with the rulers of the White House 
and the Kremlin, that there was something unusual in the air. Allies were 
not accepting their point of view in ite entirety; friends were not going 
along with them as usual; and the international climate was no longer 
favorable to renewed dominance by the two superpowers. 


Furthermore, the Americans and the Russians heard from some of the weaker 
nations a language which both understood quite well, even though they 
pretended otherwise. Imam Khomeyni called for “burying the two super- 
powers," at a time when both were tryiag to win Iran's support, not only 
as an oil producing country, but also as a country that could influence 
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evente in ite neighbor, Afghanistan, in the interests of either Moscow 
or Washington. 


The words spoken in Tehran echoed in relatively smaller and larger capi- 
tale extending from Europe to the Middle and Far Easts. The position 

of the nations of Europe, the [Arabian] Gulf, India and Algeria was nei- 
ther different nor dissimilar. 


It was perhaps for the first time that Washington heard its allies and 
friends say that they were not in favor of Soviet intervention in Af- 
ghanistan, but that they were also not in favor of U.S. policy in many 

of ite general directions and in the manner in which it confronted the 
schemes and policies of the Soviets. Likewise, Moscow heard for the first 
time similar words from allied countries like Poland and Romania and 
friends like Yugoslavia and certain communist parties [of other countries]. 
They said they were opposed to the United States and its policy, but that 
they also did not support the military intervention in Kabul or any sim- 
ilar intervention. 


Does all this mean that the two superpowers have to change their method 
of rallying allies and friends? 


Or does the present situation of the two indicate that they are headed for 
“international isolation," with even the closest allies and strongest sup- 
porters breaking up around them? 


It may not be an exaggeration to say that the world, especially after 
Vietnam and Afghanistan, has been gradually moving in the direction of a 
search for international relations which differ from current relations 
which are determined by the policies of the two superpowers. Such a 
search can only be based on answers to several questions, chief of which 
are: Why did the nations of Europe, the Middle East and Southeast Asia, 
except for very few, oppose both the White House and the Kremlin? In 
fact, why did some of the weaker nations call for burial of “the two 
imperialists," as Khomeyni put it? 


Are these answers that the two giants, who do not scare each other, also 
no longer scare those who are smaller than they are? Or that the failure 
of their logic vis-a-vis each other has in turn led to the failure of 
each of them vis-a-vis its own allies and friends? 
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LEBANON 


REORGANIZATION OF MINISTRY OF ECONOMY PROPOSED 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 11 Mar 80 p 5 


[Article: "Reorganization Plan for Ministry of Economy and Trade To Be 
Presented Tomorrow to Council of Ministers; Amended Text Deals With 
Reservations of Other Ministries" ] 


[Text] Unless political events dominate its discussions, the Council of 
Ministers is to review in ite session tomorrow the amended text of an 
urgent bill pertaining to the plan to reorganize the ministry of economy 
and trade and to rename it as the ministry of economy and supply. 


The letter of transmittal addressed by the Ministry of Economy and trade 
to the prime minister's office states that the amended bill takes into 
consideration observations made by the ministries of agriculture and of 
industry and oil regarding the original bill, and, therefore, expects 
that all reservations that had delayed endorsement of this reorganiza- 
tion plan would be dropped. 


The most important amendments made in the plan reflect the following: 


1. Wheat and beets are identified specifically as principal food products 
whose production is to be encouraged. 


2. Emphasis is placed on coordination between the ministry of economy 
and supply and the ministries of agriculture and of industry and oil with 
regard to questions they have in common. 


3. Differences on import-export policy are settled in such a manner that 
each of the general directorates of the ministries of economy and supply, 
industry and oil, agriculture and public health is to issue permits relat- 
ing to its area of jurisdiction, subject to the approval of the Council 
of Ministers. 


Here is the text of the amended bill: 


Article One: The ministry of economy and supply mentioned in this bill 
is to replace the ministry of economy and trade. 
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Article Two: The ministry of economy and supply consists of: 
1. The general directorate of the economy; 

2. The general directorate of supply. 

Section One: The General Directorate of the Economy 


Article Three: The general directorate of the economy concerns iteelf 
with economic affaire in general, and with affaires of trade, joint stock 
companies, and ineurance in particular. 


Article Four: “o achieve this objective, the General Directorate of the 
Economy is to undertake the following functions, in keeping with laws per- 
taining to all other authorities concerned: 


1. It is to follow economic developments at home and abroad, and collect 
all information and documencs pertaining to these developments. 


2. It is to ensure communication and coordination with all economic ad- 
ministrations and crganizations, and supervise and monitor chambers of com- 
merce and industry and associations of Lebanese merchants in accordance 
with laws and regulations that are in effect. 


3. It is to follow import-export activity, enforce regulations pertain- 
ing to this activity, and cooperate with other departments concerned. 


4. It is to study the balance of trade and Lebanon's economic relation- 
ship with various regions and countries, and prepare an annual report on 
Lebanon's foreign trade. 


5. It is to prepare drafte of trade agreements and treaties in coopera- 
tion with other departments and with organizations concerned. 


6. It is to monitor implementation of international and bilateral trade 
agreements and treaties, prepare periodic reports about them, and inform 
other departments concerned thereof. 


7. It is to participate in foreign exhibitions and fairs with the coopera- 
tion of other departments and of organizations concerned. 


8. It is to enforce laws and international agreements pertaining to trade- 
marks, patents and copyrights. 


9. It is to enforce the law pertaining to protection of commercial regis- 
tration. 


10. It is to enforce the law pertaining to the boycott of Israel. 














ll. It ie to pursue the mandates and functions with which the ministry 
of economy and supply is entrusted with regard to monitoring joint stock 
companies and insurance companies. It is to do so in accordance with 
lawe and regulations in effect or those that will be issued in the future. 


12, It ie to exchange information with the General Directorate of Supply, 
and it is to cooperate with it in everything conducive to proper perfor- 
mance of the ministry's functions. 


Section Two: The General Directorate of Supply 


Article Five: The general directorate of supply has special administra- 
tive and financial powers that are specified in this law. 


Article Six: Subject to the special provisions of this law, the opera- 
tions of the general directorate of supply are subject to public account- 
ing laws, the Accounting Office and state employee regulations. 


Article Seven: The general directorate of supply is to concern itself 
with consumer and supply affairs in general. It is to concern itself 
with the following matters [in particular]: 


l. It is to ensure the availability of principal consumer goods either 
directly or through [coordination]. 


2. It is to look into methods of encouraging the production of principal 
food products, especially wheat, sugar beets and other products designated 
by decree of the Council of Ministers to ensure consumer needs. With the 
cooperation of the ministry of agriculture and the ministry of industry 
and oil, it is to ensure the distribution of these products at suitable 
prices. 


3. In cooperation and coordination with the general directorate of indus- 
try, it is to continue efforts to develop the bread baking industry by 
means of continued tests and research. It is to draw on experience gained 
in other nations of the world to ensure the production of a good loaf of 
bread. 


4. It is to protect the consumer from fraud in quality, quantity and 
price. 


Article Eight: To achieve these goals, and in keeping with laws pertain- 
ing to the various other departments concerned, the general directorate 
of supply is to undertake the following functions: 


1. It is to follow international market prices and international produc- 
tion of food products imported by Lebanon so as to determine the best 
seasons and prices for importing these products. It is to monitor sales 
in markets inside the country. 











2. It ide to utilize various ways and methods in an effort to increase 
production of the food products mentioned in the second paragraph of the 
previous article, 


3. It is to propose a monetary fee that can be levied, amended and 
reecinded by decision of the minister of economy and supply with the ap- 
proval of the council of ministers. The purpose of this fee is to pro- 
tect and assist national production within the specific higher limits 
indicated below for the following products: 


* 4 Lebanese piasters per kilogram of wheat flour. 
* 1.5 Lebanese piasters per kilogram of grain. 
* 30 Lebanese piasters per kilogram of sugar. 


* 50 Lebanese piasters per kilogram of sugar products and the various 
products mentioned in the previous article. 


4, It is to import the products mentioned in Article Seven when supply 
needs require such imports, with the approval of the council of ministers. 
All spot transactions are tied to offers good for a period not exceeding 
3 days are to be exempted from prior control by the Accounting Office. 


5. It is to ensure the proper storage of products in Beirut and the vari- 
ous provinces, and it is to work for the seasonal distribution of products 
in accordance with a studied program to meet the needs of the consumer 

and preserve the full nutritional value of the products. It is to operate 
the granaries efficiently, and reduce the cost of storage. 


6. It is to sell its inventory of products for human and animal consump- 
tion at prices determined by the minister of economy and supply with the 
approval of the council of ministers. 


7. It is to ensure a good strain of wheat seeds for farmers. 


8. It is to cooperate with the ministry of agriculture to increase good 
seeds locally. 


9. It is to determine the minimum operating reserve that must be stored 
on a continuing basis by every major mechanized mil” 


10. It is to monitor mechanized mills and bakeries and 2 production 

of flour and bread to ensure compliance with conditions aud specifications 
pertaining to health, safety and quality. These conditions must be de- 
termined by decree. 


ll. It is to implement the provisions of laws and regulations pertaining 
to the affairs of supply and consumption in general. It is to fight 
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monopoly and high prices, ensure use of correct measurements and weights, 
and check fraud. 


Article Mine: The general directorate of supply is to have a council 
which will advertise bids and tenders for the spot transactions referred 
to in Paragraph 4 of Article Eight above. The formation and the by-laws 
of this council, as well as the compensation of its chairman and its mem- 
bers, are to be determined by decree of the council of ministers on the 
basis of proposals by the minister of economy and supply. 


The chaimuman and the members of this council are to be appointed by de- 
cree for a period of 3 years. 


Article Ten: Joint committees and teams are to be formed by decision of 
the minister of economy and supply with the approval of the minister of 
agriculture. They are to consist of employees of the general directorate 
of supply and employees of the departments of the ministry of agriculture, 
and are to carry out seasonal tasks. 


Article Eleven: The general directorate of supply, in agreement with the 
ministry of agriculture, is to determine two prices for the crop of prod- 
ucts with which it is concerned. It is to determine a minimum price to 
guarantee that the farmer will be able to distribute his product. This 
price is to be announced before the planting season during the second 
half of August. It is also to determine a final price for these products 
in the second half of May. This final price may not be less than the 
price that was announced before the planting season. 


Price is to be determined according to quality and production costs by the 
minister of economy and supply with the approval of the council of minis- 
ters. 


Article Twelve: The revenues of the general directorate of supply come 
from the following: 


* The sale of stored products; 
* Fees levied by statutes; 
* Aids and grants approved by the council of ministers; 


* Fees for services; 


Appropriations in the general budget; and 
* Miscellaneous revenues. 


Article Thirteen: Funds of the general directorate of supply are to be 
deposited in the Bank of Lebanon. Funds may be withdrawn by checks signed 














by the minister, the director general of supply and the comptroller of the 
general directorate of supply. 


Article Fourteen: The general directorate of supply incurs no liability 
for lending seeds or for offering assistance. Anyone who has such a rela- 
tionship with the directorate is not entitled to any compensation or exemp- 
tion from the payment of debts incurred regardless of the reasons. 


Article Fifteen: Debts in kind and monetary debts incurred by individuals 
and organizations and due to the general directorate of supply are to be 
collected in accordance with the provisions of the public accounting law 
pertaining to public funds. 


Section Three: General and Joint Provisions 


Article Sixteen: The general directorate of the economy and the general 
directorate of supply comprise offices, departments and divisions that 
are established, organized and abolished. The functions of these offices, 
departments and divisions are determined by decrees issued by the council 
of ministers following approval of the Civil Service Board. 


Article Seventeen: The council of ministers, after the approval of the 
Civil Service Board, is to issue decrees defining the table of organiza- 
tion of the general directorate of the econcwy and the general directorate 
of supply. These decrees will also define conditions for employment, 
titles, salaries and compensations in these two agencies. 


Article Eighteen: The ministers of economy and supply, industry and oil, 
agriculture, and public health--each in his own jurisdiction--have the 
right to subject goods to prior import or export permits, in keeping with 
all laws in effect that pertain to imports and exports. They may do so 
after the approval of the council of ministers and for considerations of 
supply, industry, general economics or for considerations that pertain 
to the policy of developing national production or ensuring the soundness 
and the good quality of the food supply. 


Section Four: Interim Provisions 


Article Nineteen: With regard to the rights and obligations of third 
parties, the general directorate of the economy takes the place of the 
general directorate of economy and trade. The general directorate of 
supply takes the place of the general directorate of the office of grain 
and sugar beets. 


Article Twenty: [The following] substitutions are to be made in all 
legislative and organizational texts: 

* The term, “ministry of economy and supply" 
“ministry of economy and trade." 


is to replace the term 
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* The term, “minister of economy and supply" is to replace the term “minie- 
ter of economy and trade." 


* The term “general directorate of the economy" is to replace the term 
“general directorate of economy and trade." 


* The term "director general of the economy" is to replace the term 
“director general of economy and trade." 


* The term “director general of supply" is to replace the term “director 
general of the office of grain and sugar beets." 


Article Twenty-One: The director general of the economy is to replace 
the director general of the national economy as a member on the Central 
Board of the Central Bank. 


Article Twenty-Two: Every text that is incompatible with the provisions 
of this law or is at variance with ite purport is hereby repealed, espe- 
cially Law No 143 of 12 June 1959 which was amended by Law No 67/20 of 
25/3/1967. 


‘The Supreme Council for the Economy mentioned in Article Twelve of the 
iw of 28 December 1973 published under number 6821 is abolished. 


Article Twenty Three: Within 6 months of the date of publication of the 
decrees provided for in Article Seventeen of this law, the government 

can appoint personnel through decrees approved by the council of minis- 
tere, based on termination by the Civil Service Board of the employment 

of temporary employees, workers and contractors in the ministry of economy 
and trade as of the date of this law. General employment regulations are 
to be abided by except with regard to age and competition. 


Article Twenty-Four: This law is to be published in the Official Gazette, 
and it is to become effective upon publication. 


8592 
CSO: 4802 
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ELECTRICITY OFFICE ANTICIPATES DEFICIT--The management of the Electricity 
Corporation of Lebanon sent a study to the governor of the Bank of Lebanon, 
Shaykh Michel al-Khuri, the chairman of the council for development and 
reconstruction, Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah, and the minister of finance, Dr ‘Ali 
al-Khalil. In the study, the corporation reviews future development 
projects it will undertake until the year 1990. It explained that the 
corporation's anticipated financ‘al deficit which will result from the 
implementation of these projects pertaining to the development of the 
power network will reach @L3.5 billion by 1990. The study indicates 

that there would still be a deficit of around €L1.0 billion if the corp- 
oration were to increase the cost of electricity to consumers by 40 per- 
cent. The study discloses that the corporation had made several contacts 
to obtain loans from foreign sources, but that it had been thwarted by 
the fact that obtaining such loans must go through the council of devel- 
opment and reconstruction which has to sign such agreements. The study 
proposes that the competent financial agencies in Lebanon take action to 
obtain the loans required to develop the plants and equipment of the 
corporation so that the anticipated financial deficit may be avoided. 
[Text] [Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 9 Mar 80 p 6] 8592 


FOREIGN MINISTRY APPOINTMENTS--Five decrees pertaining to the ministry 

of foreign affairs have recently been issued by the office of the presi- 
dency. The first decree appoints Mustafa al-Zayn, ambassador at large, 
as head of the International Affairs Division in the Department of Polit- 
ical and Consular Affairs; Samir al-Khuri, ambassador at large, as direc- 
tor of Lebanese Expatriates; Shawqi Shuwayri, ambassador at large, as 
head of the Division of Arab Affairs in the Department of Political and 
Consular Affairs; Michel Salamah, an adviser in the ministry, as Acting 
Director of Economic Affairs; and ‘Adnan Badrah, an adviser in the minis- 
try as Director of Administrative and Fiscal Affairs. The second decree 
appoints Lebanon's ambassador to Mexico, Hani al-Amin, as Lebanon's am- 
bassador to Nicaragua in addition to his original position. The third 
decree appoints Salim Naffa', Lebanon's ambassador to Colombia, as Leba- 
non's ambassador to Ecuador in addition to hie original position. The 
fourth decree accepts the resignation of Lebanon's honorary consul in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. The fifth decree repeals Decree No 2278 dated 8/7/53 
which abolished visas for subjects of Arab countries coming to Lebanon. 
[Text] [Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 12 Mar 80 p 4] 8592 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


OIL FOR URANIUM--Last week Seyni Kountche, the president of Niger, visited 
Libya. In the course of 2 days he held a series of talks with the Libyan 
leader in Benghazi. At the end of his visit Kountche said that his discus- 
sions dealt with matters "concerning cooperation between the two countries." 
A new agreement to supply Niger with Libyan petroleum products was signed. 
But the Niger president made no mention of reports by western diplomatic 
sources that Libya had signed an agreement with Niger to supply it with 
sufficient amounts of oil at below market prices in exchange for uranium. 
These sources reported that for some time Libya has been trying to obtain 

a supply of uranium for its atomic projects. Last year the French newspaper 
(LWBW'N) pointed out that Pakistan had obtained from Niger--through Libyan 
intercession--uranium supplies for its nuclear reactors. [Text] [Riyadh 
AL~YAMAMAH in Arabic 4 Apr 80 p 4) 9123 
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MAURITANIA 


PETROLEUM PROJECT INSPECTION--Mr Cissoko Mamadou, minister of commerce, 
industry and mines, returned to the capital city from Nouadhibou yesterday 
afternoon. The minister went to the economic capital yesterday where he 
was welcomed by Commandant Diallo Mohamed, governor of the Dakhlet- 
Nouadhibou region. The minister and his party immediately flew by heli- 
copter to Ras El-Beydha to visit a petroleum exploratory drill site, 

where work began last 18 January. A Spanish company is in charge of the 
project. Accompanying the minister on his visit were the director of 
mining and geology and the head of the geology department. [Text] 
[Nouakchott CHAAB in French 7 Mar 80 p 8) 11936 


GORGOL-NOIR PROJECT SET--Mr Mohamed Ould Amar, minister of rural develop- 
ment, returned to the capital city yesterday morning from Brussels, 
Belgium, where he has just attended a meeting on the financing for the 
Gorgol-Noir project. The meeting was held at our nation's request. Soon 
after he arrived, the minister stated that the purpose of the meeting was 
to speed up the acquisition of funds to start the Gorgol-Noir project. 
"We are happy to have enlisted other sources of financing,” he said, “and 
most of these sources have given us assurances of their support." “Besides,” 
he pointed out, “we have drawn up the initial procedures from now until 
next May, and we are optimistic.” [Text] [Nouakchott CHAAB in French 

6 Mar 80 p 1j] 11936 














ARTIVICIAL CRISIS USED TO JUSTIFY U.S, TIES 
Ceseblence AL-BAYANE in French 6-7 Apr 80 p 1 


{Text] The errivel of two Americen Congressionel delegetions in Morocco 
is en occesion for the editoriel writer in MATIN DU SAHARA end MAROC~SOIR 
to iseeve e vibrent eppeael to Americe to resume ite role of yesteryeer-- 
hee it replly lost it?--of en all-around ection power and the “world's 
policeman." 


Mouley Ahmed Aleoui illustrates thie need by the fect thet the United 
States end ite allies right now face "se vest conspiracy, cerefully 
prepered end coldlv executed." 


From thet viewpoint, the Unitdéd Stetes should come to the eid of Morocco 
which, according to Mouley Ahmed, must fece the “underteking of subversion 
end destebilizetion" which hes spread to the Maghreb end Africe, following 
Asie, Cembodie, Iren, Afghenisten, etc. 


These suggestions ere worth looking into beceuse they come from « res- 
ponsible officiel. 


The editoriel writer for MATIN DU SAHARA es « matter of fact is « minieter 
of etete thie time. Thus, when, in bleck on white, he invokes the power 
of che United Stetes, he is clearly committing his responsibility es « 
minister end the responsibility of the government which he serves. 


We are thus entitled to esk ourselves about the political meaning of whet 
eppeers to be « desire to edge Morocco ewey from the sure principles and 
sound prectice of true nonslinment, respect for our netionel interests, 
end support for the just struggles of the peoples egeinst imperieliem 
and ite Zionist and cepituletionist ellies. 


For our pert, we ere heving trouble finding any trece of eny kind of 
“plot” which, like « gigantic octopus, supposedly gobbles up countries 
end continents, one efter the other. 
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"Destebiligetion" in Cambodia? But who overthrew the legal regime of 
Prince Sihanouk in 1970, opening the way for an age of massacres and 
misery? 


"Destabilization" in Iran, Angole, and South Yemen? This is an odd def- 
inition applied to # situation where the people concerned ere at Last 
mestere in their own home and get rid of shemeful colonialist or foreign- 
controlled regimes. 





And whet threat do they constitute to the security of the United Stetes 
and the peace of the world? Are they not themselves threatened? 


Such situation estimates ere perfectly dengerous. They place Morocco-- 

in the name of whet logic?--in the position of en ememy of these new and 
positive realities, whereas the country would have every reason to support 
them end to encourege their efforts towards the materielization of their 


independence and their development . 


We ere likewise having trouble understending the use of # Cold Wer vocab- 
vlery which, moreover, seems to ignore the real dengers facing the world 
due to the nuclear arms rece. 


Considering the SALT Il accord as « “bluff” and as “send in your eyes," as 
pert of the seme “plot,” means simply rejecting end denouncing the non- 
proliferation of nucleer erms, whereas Morocco hes officielly ratified that 
treaty; it eleo means fighting egeinet the restrictions on strategic 
ermemente, whereas #11 mankind urgently needs thet sort of thing. 


Assuredly, thie very moment is not the proper moment for Morocco in terms 
of any mythicel crusade against windmills! And one could not justify this 
frantic call to Americe and the West by the situation which prevaile in 
the Maghreb region and elong the country's borders. 


The artificial tension which prevails here end the acts of aggression 
ageinst which we ere defending our sacred territoriel integrity end our 
nationel sovereignty sre not pert of eny “internetionel plot." 


Nor ere we dealing here with en “ideological wer" or an “East-West conflict” 
involving surrogete allies. The good relations between Americe end Algerie 
indicate thet, es illustrated by the presence of Mr Brzezinski in Algiers 

on 1 November, es well es the visit by Messrs Young end Solere to the cepitel 
of our neighbor end to Tindouf, not to mention economic end commerciel 
relations. 


Besides, more then ever before, Morocco must guerd egeinst any chimeric 
enelyses end contein any too impetuous Atlentic-oriented inclinetions on 
the pert of certein people. On the contrery, it must ebove ell under 
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current circumstences, firmly stick to ite nonelinment and it must resort 
to @ broeder and independent foreign policy orientetion with respect to any 
bloc. 


Morocco's position end ite urgent nationel needs commend it to persevere 
on the wey of the defense of ite sovereignty and ite integrity for the 
sole benefit of ite own people (end ite legitimate rights) and for « 
return to peace end cooperation in the region. 


It must be neither the pewn nor the teil-end of anybody but instead it 
must be # netion-stete in the Arab and African Maghreb which participates 
ectively in the generel struggle ageinet imperieliom and its ellies, 
which works towards « peaceful solution of destructive border conflicts 
among sister nations, supporting just ceuses én Palestine, in southern 
Africae, end elsewhere. 


The West does not need us to defend itself (egeinst whom?). Let us 
remain neither subjugeted nor elined. Thet is the best proof of 
petriotiem end loyalty to the permanent existence of the rights and 
interests of the Moroccen people. 


5058 
CSO: 4400 
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STRIKES ARE LAST RESORT AGAINST GOVERNMENT INACTION 
Casablence AL-BAYANE in French 9 Apr 80 p 1 


[Excerpts] Every day, AL~BAYANE publishes information on worker strikes 
which are teking plece throughout the country end particulerly et Case- 
blenca, our economic capitel, where more then helf ef the Moroccan 
proleteriat is concentrated. 


The current strikes ere for the most pert motiveted by erbitrery leyoffs 
and by low weges while the cost of living continues to shoot up. 


Indeed, under the pretext of coping with new treasury expenditures and 

the difficulties encountered in the sele of their products, employers 

sre cutting their budgets back. They have nothing better to do then 

to reduce their personnel force, to cut the working hours of the remaining 
personnel force down, while demanding « higher output. In quite a few 
cases, the individuals leid off ere also worker delegetes and Lebor union 
end politicel militents. Other employers prefer to close their factories 
outright, thus dooming their entire employee force to unemployment end 
sometimes depriving the workers of whet is due them. 


Weges ere still frozen as # matter of tect, while prices on daily 
necessities, es well es utilities, keep going up all the time, as our 
press proves with each passing dey, without eny official denial. 


The premier had of course promised, on the eve of lest 1 May, that there 
would be an increase in the interoccupstional gueranteed minimum wage 
end the agricultural guearenteed minimum wage, in two phases. But this 
ridiculous increase was not even properly implemented by the employers 
who get away with culpable impunity. As for the wages of the various 
skilled workers, they remained and still remain whet they were several 
yeers ago; the sliding wage and price scale lew, which ie still in force, 
ia being systematically ignored by those who ere responsible for implem- 
enting it. 


Wheat can and must the workers do in view of this decline in their living 
conditions? Submit, be silent, end simply cross their erms. Theat would 
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be unworthy of them and the consciousness which they heve acquired as to 
their rights and interests so thet they cannot do thet. They ere eleo 
defending themselves with the means they obteined and those granted to 
them in the Constitution. 


The thing thet ie abnormal is the attitude of disregard and neglect on 
the pert of the government in view of this elarming situation. 


What is inadmissible ise the leck of concern on the part of the political 
perties constituting thie administration; | ere displaying disconcerting 
self-satiefaction and they ere making no e' | to restore the situation 
and treat the workers with justice, while (he executive branch is in their 
hends, just like the legislative branch, because they hold an overwhelming 
mejority in perliement! 


The working cless cen no longer put up with this sort of situation. It is 
justified in demanding thet there be an end to layoffs and that those who 
order them be punished severely. It is justified in demanding that the 
monthly interoccupational minimum wage be fixed at 1,000 dirhams, along 
with an increase in all other wages in proportion within the recent cost- 
of-living increases. It is justified in demanding the rigorous applicetion 
of the lew on the mobile wage and price scale. 


The Party of Progress end Socialism supports these immediate legitimate 
end justified demands without reservations and stands by the side of the 
workers in their etruggle for their setisfaction. 


Parliement, which is about to open its spring session, should seriously 
think about these issues and should come up with the solutions expected by 
the voters. 





MOROCCO 


BERBER CULTURE MUST BE REVIVED, PRESERVED 
Casablence MAROC SOIR in French 27 Mer 80 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Ahmed Alaoui: "Defense and Illustration of Berber Culture] 


{Excerpts} The publication of the magazine AMAZIGH, which cleims to be a 
Moroccan history and civilization magezine, revives the problem of Berber 
culture. Several months ago we exposed this affair in this newspaper and 
we proposed the creation of an Institute of Berber Study, cherged with 
historical, ethnologic, and cultural research on the traditions, costumes, 
songs, dence, music, folklore, and customs of the Berbers. We recalled 
thet the rehabilitetion of Berber culture constitutes enrichment for our 
netional culture because, ever since we became independent, we also 
geined freedom to choose and define our options without any trouble. 
During the Protectorate, as a matter of fact, we were ageinst Berber 
policy, we were ageinst political Berberism, which was only an effort 

at division, designed to break up our national unity and to establish two 
blocs, « Berber and an Arab bloc, in order to perpetuate colonizeatéon 
eccording to the method of divide-and-conquer. 


The remarkable thing in the struggle which begen after 16 May 1930, the 
date of publication of the famous Berber dehir, is that it pulled the 
nation together. The Berber dahir as a matter of fact was intended to 
ban the Arab language in the so-called Berber regions, to impose French 
jurisdiction on those zones, even attacking Islem by taking away the 
shrea, thet is to say, the Muslim lew. But, as we said, the Berber- 
speaking and Arab-speaking communities rose up together, headed by His 
Majesty Mohammed V, ageinst this policy and the subsequent repression 
did not spare any person in either group. 


It was this policy of Berberism which triggered «a reflection of rejection 
ageinst all that could bring it to mind. 


Now, todey, we ere free and independent. The moment has therefore come 
to get rid of this complex, to put an end to this rejection, and to 
restore Berber culture for the enrichment of our national culture because, 








let us not forget, ethnically speaking, we are an Arab-Berber people, 
with an Arab-Muslim culture. Ever since the arrival of Islam and 
perticularly after Idriee I, we became a true nation because the two 
elements of our populetion united in a real symbiosis; the two cultures 
were amalgamated to form a single Moroccan culture, distinct from that 
of all of the other Arab and Muslim countries. Morocco owes this 
originality to the Arab-Berber human blend. 


This entire heritage must be carefully safeguarded and protected. 


We are in effect at a critical point and the time has come to move fast 
because we run the risk of losing that precious heritage and Morocco 
might lose helf of its culture and civilization. 


For all of these reasons--because our unity need not fear any narrow or 
regional attitudes which exist in all of the other countries but which, 

in Morocco, constitute the very background of our history and our netion-- 
we must create this Institute of Berber Culture because we will strengthen 
our national unity by rehabiliteting that culture. 








PERSIAN GULF AREA 


BAHRAIN, KUWAIT TO COOPERATE ON CENSUS TAKING 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 27 Jan 80 p 6 


[Article by Faisal al-Sa'd: "AL-SIYASAH Meets With a Delegation From the 
Central Census Bureau of Bahrain") 


[Text] Shaykh Muhammad al-Khalifah says: “We are ac- 
quainting ourselves with Kuwait's experience in the 
census field in preparation for taking a census in 
Bahrain next year." Ibrahim al-Humr says: ‘"Coopera- 
tion between the two countries is developing, and ex- 
changes of knowledge and experience are continuing." 


Within the scope of the cooperation between Kuwait and its fellow-Arab 
country, Bahrain, a delegation from Bahrain's Central Census Bureau, 
headed by Shaykh Muhammad al-Khalifah, the director general of the bureau, 
arrived in Kuwait yesterday. The membership of the delegation included 
Muhammad al-'Amir, supervisor of the bureau's Planning Office. 


AL-SIYASAH met with the visiting delegation. Shaykh Muhammad al-Khalifah 
talked about the purpose of the visit, and said: "The Bahrain delegation 
has come to coordinate efforts in the field of census-taking. Whereas 
Kuwait is going to undertake a general census from 11 April 1980 to 

21 April 1980, Bahraini preparations are also well underway to take a 
census in April 1981. Therefore, we find it appropriate to make use of 
Kuwait's experience in this field." Shaykh al-Khalifah added: "Bah- 
rain's previous census was taken in 1971, since we take a census every 
10 years. The Census Bureau in Bahrain will undertake an experimental 
census-taking in February 1980. It will include Asr al-'Aynat, where 
500 families in the al-‘Iyan areas were chosen. This covers about 4,000 
individuals. This is being done in order to clarify the basic points 

on which we will base our census next year. 


"This explains the importance of our visit to Kuwait to acquaint our- 
selves with the methods followed by the ministry of planning, in conjunc- 
tion with the Central Census Bureau, in this field. We also came to ac- 
quaint ourselves with the extent to which computers would be useful, 
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especially since Bahrain's Electronic Center officially opened last 
December, and has been put at the service of the government. There is no 
doubt that the main aims of the census are to carry out plans which ensure 
the well-being of our citizens, on the basis of valid principles." Shaykh 
al-Khalifah added: "We want the people of Bahrain to have sufficient 
experience in this field, especially census-taking, which can be consid- 
ered an urgent matter at this stage. Also, we want them to have experi- 
ence in various other fiel © in which use can be made of computers. 


"Right now we are busy p »p ring Bahraini personnel to carry on these 
matters. The Census Bur » includes three agencies. They are the Census 
Office, the Computer Off. e, and the Planning Office. These three agen- 
cies have many ramified fields for our young people to work in. Also, 

in the very near future we will be introducing the social security card 
system for all citizens or residents of Bahrain. This card will provide 
[diverse uses] for its owner as a result of a system of scientific and 
accurate census information." 


Ibrahim al-Humr, head of the Census Office, assured AL-SIYASAH that 
"cooperation between Kuwait and Bahrain has already existed for a long 
time, and that there are continuous contacts between the planning minis- 
tries in both fellow-Arab countries. Bahrain has already received a 
great deal of help and benefit from the experience of Kuwait. In 1974, 
we conducted a family budget study, which took place in complete coopera- 
tion and constant consultation between the two countries. This had a 
great effect on its success." 


He added: "On this basis, in the field of exchange of knowledge and 
experience through constant meetings and consultations which take place 
between us, we hope to benefit from this visit by becoming acquainted 
with the various stages of the general census-taking operation to be car- 
ried out by the Central Census Bureau in Kuwait in April 1980." 


Muhammad al-'Amir, head of the Planning Department in Bahrain, mentioned 
that a number of plans are under preparation to serve Bahraini citizens. 
These are principally based on the availability of information and analysis 
at the governmental level. 


Shaykh al-Khalifah thanked Kuwait for granting the delegation the oppor- 
tunity to acquaint itself with the international level of standards which 
Kuwait has arrived at in the use of technology and to benefit therefrom 
in serving the needs of Bahraini projects. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


JIDDAH COST OF LIVING COMPARED TO SALARIES, RENTS 
Paris AL~NAHAR Al~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 31 Mar-6 Apr 80 pp 44-45 
[Article by Jan Dabghi: "Jiddah Rivals the Capitals of High Prices") 


[Text] According to statistics from the Swiss Federal Bank, Jiddah is one of 
the most expensive cities in the world. Nevertheless, purchasing power in 
Jiddah is low. 


"I wanted to buy a small Japanese hand recorder made in South Korea, but I 
couldn't because it cost more than a Japanese recorder made in France." 
Thus a Lebanese visitor began talking of life in Jiddah, adding, "Yes, life 
is expensive in Saudi Arabia, but it is cheap for foreign workers." 


The statistics office of the Swiss Federal Bank has placed Jiddah, al-Manamah 
in Bahrain, and Abu Dhabi City at the head of the list of the world's 
exorbitantly expensive cities. Naturally, there are slight differences 

among the three Arab cities; clothing is cheaper in al-Manamah. as is a taxi 
or a can of American tobacco. 


Although at times life is easy for the unmarried worker, it is not so for a 
family, for food prices are more than a five-person family can bear. A 
family of five is a very small family in Saudi Arabia. A kilo of potatoes 

is 4 riyals in Jiddah, or about 5 French francs, while in Paris it costs 1.5 
francs. A kilo of Arabic bread is 3 riyals, and white flour, know to be 

of better quality, is 5 riyals. A kilo of rice cost more than 3 riyals. And 
this is not the end of the world; a kilo of sugar is 5.5 riyals. In this 
case, the Saudi has to refrain from drinking coffee or tea, because a cup of 
coffee costs 2 riyals at home and 6 riyals in a Jiddah coffeehouse, especially 
since a kilo of unground coffee costs 40 riyals, and a hundred grams of ground 
coffee costs 14 riyals. The choice is hard! 


A comparison with European cities such as Zurich, which occupies tenth place 
among the world's cities with respect to average purchasing power, exceeds all 
expectations. The Swiss Federal Bank compared the prices of 38 food items 
between Zurich and the three Gulf cities: Jiddah, al~Manamah and Abu Dhabi. 
The result was that food prices there are 75 percent more than in Zurich, while 
the average purchasing power in the three cities is only 50 percent more than 
that in the Swiss city. 
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A liter of cooking o11 averages 7.25 riyalse, or about 10 france. Fish is 
cheap compared to Buropean prices, and even Middle East prices. Faced with 
rieing food prices, some people prefer to eat at an average-quality restaurant. 
Here aleo the choice is hard, The minimum price for a meal in J‘d¢ah is 
US$32.80. Those who live in Abu Dhabi only have to pay $18.40 for the some 
meal. In both cases, the prices are much higher than the price for the same 
meal in Beirut, Damascus or even Paris. 


Since Jiddah lacke means of public transportation, the visitor hae to hire a 
taxi. While the price of gasoline in Jiddah or in any Gulf city does not 
compare to the prices in a Buropean town, the differences in taxi fares are 
great. The same distance costs the visitor $6.00 in Jiddah, 79 cents in Abu 
Dhabi, and $1.30 in al-Manamah. The Swiss Federal Bank found that the price 
of postage stamps in the three Gulf cities exceeds the price of stamps in 
Switzerland by 17 percent. 


It is even more amazing if we want to make a comparison with London, Tokyo 
and Istambul, which follow Jiddah in purchasing power. A person needs 

$1,361 a month to buy the food he needs, get his hair cut, or get his clothes 
cleaned in Jiddah. For the same purposes he spends $779 in London, $1,000 in 
Tokyo, and $502 in Istambul. The Swiss statistics say that it is unnecessary 
to buy clothing, especially women's clothes, in Jiddah, for prices there are 
175 percent higher than women's clothing prices in Europe, and 100 percent 
higher for men's clothing. Prices in al-Manamah are from one to three times 
European prices. 


The comparison does not stop with food prices or necessities such as clothing. 
While Jiddah is the most expensive city in the world, according to the Swiss 
Federal Bank statistics, the purchasing power is less. Jiddah is in 27th 
place, following Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, and four places behind Mexico, 
three places behind Athens, and one place ahead of Istambul. The average 
income for a school teacher is about $12,700 a year, for a textile mill 
worker $7,000, for a salesperson $9,000, and for a construction worker $8,000. 


However, as we ascend the ladder of social rank, the wages change. The 
teacher is a “king” ‘n Saudi Arabia, and the state looks after him because 
he represents the Saudi world of tomorrow. The elementary school teacher is 
paid 30 percent more than a construction worker, and 25 percent more than a 
secretary. As the degree of specialization rises, so does the income. An 
iron worker is paid $16,000 a year, while a mechanic gets $12,000. 


The wages are tempting, although they don't take into consideration food 
prices and housing rents, and they give a clear picture of the future of 

Saudi life. In ite yearly budget, which is about half France's budget, the 
state as well as the private sector is in a race with time to build up its 
economy by means of its rising oil revenues. The result is vast amounts of 
money end a weak non-petroleum economic infrastructure which contributes only 
slightiy to Saudi national income. In particular, the services sector has 
grown, when compared to service sectors in western countries--the money market, 
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traneit companies, commercial agencies, and commercial marketse--all flocking 
to soak up part of the oi] revenues, which are increasing at a fantastic 
rate with the rise in ofl prices. Consequently, the labor market has 
flouriehed, with foreigners and Arabs flocking to it, and even Saudis, 
although their numbers are emall. The Frenchman or the Englishman prefers 
Jiddah to Paris or London. How could he do otherwise, when the salery for 
an engineer varies from $20,000 to $30,000 a year, and the salary of a bank 
director from $40,000 to $50,000 a year, not to mention health services, a 
home and « car. In addition, he pays no more than 5 percent of his income 
as taxes, while the income tax in France is 30 percent, and 35 percent in 
London, and 55 percent in the Scandinavian countries.' 


However, this tempting picture vanishes for the foreign or even the Saudi 
worker when he begine looking for a home. Jiddah is a new city, practically 
a construction site, with a populetion of 1 million. Prior to the Seventies 
its population was only 300,000. 


For the Saudi the problem has become easy to solve, although at the expense 
of city planning. Every Saudi is entitled to a plot of land in the city's 
suburbs to build his home, with a loan from the state. But the increasing 
number of new immigrants looking for work has created a housing crisis and 
a rise in rents. The rent for a four-room unfurnished flat varies from $1490 
to $4980 a month, and for a three-room flat from $500 to $1730 a month. The 
rise in housing rents and the ecarcity of housing wes and still is the target 
of criticism for all the Saudi papers, since most of the time the state does 
not give construction management to foreign companies, which would raise 
construction costs, but prefers to build modern housing for middle and upper 
classes, generally ignoring the new, lower class expatriates. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


RIYADH'S AMIR DISCUSSES DOMESTIC ISSUES, CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 5 Apr 80 p 27 


{[Article: "The Purpose Behind Drawing Up the Kingdom's Legal Code is Codifying 
Our Commonly-Accepted Practices Deriving From the Shari'ah") 


[Text] Last Tuesday at Riyadh University, at an open discussion to which the 
amir of Riyadh province, Prince Salman ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz was invited, one of 
the university students asked Prince Salman, “Could we ask you, Your Highness, 
how long our government will continue to export such huge amounts of our oil 
resource to the United States and Western countries at prices much lower than 
those of the other petroleum stetes, while we encounter nothing but disdain 
for our Arab and Islamic rights from the United States and most western 
countries?" 


The amir of Riyadh province received the question with a big smile and replied, 
"We are not giving the United States or the western countries petroleum out 
of charity; we are selling the petroleum so as to make use of it for the 
benefit, well-being and development of our country. This country's petroleum 
policy was drawn up on the basis of serving our country and people. We are 

a nation which does not live by iteelf; we are part of this world, which is 
an integrated whole. Therefore, the kingdom's stand on moderate petroleum 
prices is one which has gained the respect of all the nations of the world: 
These are not just the western states, but also the developing nations, which 
are hurt more than the western states by any increases in petroleum prices. 
If we wanted to link our sale of petroleum at moderate prices with the stands 
of the United States and the western countries, we would need a long time to 
be able to change these states’ etands in favor of our Arab and Islamic 
causes." 


At the open discussion, which lasted more than two and a half hours. Prince 
Salman ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz spoke frankly to the students and professors of Riyadh 
University. Although the meeting was to have discussed the concerns and 
problems of Riyadh City, the discussion branched out to include all sorte of 
topics. The prince spoke of everything--the kingdom's policy, the propaganda 
attacks to which it is subjected, modern development and its problems, and 
Saudi women and their work. 








Speaking of the three statutes which a Saudi commission headed by Interior 
Minieter Prince Nayif ibn ‘Abd-al~'Agiz was assigned to prepare and etudy-- 
the new legal code, the consultative etatute, and the dietrict statute, the 
amir of Riyadh said, “Fver since it was founded by Hise Late Majesty King 
‘Abd~al-'Agiz and to thie day, our country, praise be to God, hae relied on 
the Koran and the Prophet's Sunnah as a constitution. The purpose behind 
drawing up a basic legal code is to codify what is customarily accepted, and 
to add whatever might be lacking, so that the Kingdom might have a constitution 
which is an extension of the Koran and the Sunnah of the Prophet. Without 

a doubt this will help the ruler and the official figure out the clear-cut 
clauses and obvious, clear rulings appropriate for all other matters. As for 
the consultative statute, it is intended to develop the consultative council, 
which among us customarily performs ite duties to the best of its abilities 
in the time provided. At the present time, this council will be developed 
eo as to achieve our present goals and serve thie country and ite citizens. 
The most important advantage of the dietrict statute to be issued is that it 
will work to establish local councils for the districts in each province, so 
that these councils can study important matters pertaining to the well-being 
of the citizens of the district, express opinions about them, and thereby 
arrive at results which will put mattere in their right course." 


Prince Salman ibn ‘Abd-al~‘Aziz spoke of the Arab position, saying, "If we 
went to speak in one voice as Arabs, and take a unified stand and follow the 
road of sound Arab solidarity, then surely we would be able to impose our 
Arab interests on other states and force the countries of the world to take 
4 just stand on our national issues. But as long as there are gaps between 
us into which disagreement and differences can creep, we will never encounter 
the respect of other countries.’ 


The amir of the Riyadh province said of the biased propaganda attacks to which 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is subjected, “The kingdom's stand on the issues 
of Islam and Arabiem cause it to be exposed to vicious Zionist propaganda 
campaigns. We must realize that there are many such attacks, but that our 
stand is still clear and plain. We must be proud to be the target of the 
enemies of God end Arabian.” 


Tn @ response to a question about the kingdom's relations with Iran and the 
statements of Iranian officials about exporting the Islamic revolution to the 
Gulf states, Prince Salman said, “I believe that these statements do not 
apply at all to the kingdom, for we are the ones who exported Islam. We are 
the source of the Islamic mission, and we are the only country in the world 
where the Islamic Shari'eh is applied in everything, small or big. For 

this reason, Islam is not being exported to us. If the Iranian Islamic state 
wants to apply Islem, this is something which will receive our blessings. 

We desire it and hope it will be achieved. We hope that Iran will agree to 
apply the lelemic Shari‘ah in ite entirety, as called for in the Koran and 
the Prophet's Sunnah. 


163 








Speaking of modern development and the vast economic growth being witnessed 
in Saudi Arabia, Prince Salman said, in reply to someone who asked about the 
lack of speed and progress in development projects because of the probleme 
raised by modern development, "Praise be to God, we are complaining about 
the probleme of progress, and not the probleme of backwardness, I believe 
that we must speed up the conetruction of infrastructures on which we can 
build our society. As for some luxuries which we can do without, they can 
be echeduled to come at the right time. But we have an exhaustible resource 
which we must exploit and make use of in building this nation with all ite 
appurtenances, instead of waiting until we build up the Saudi personne! 
required by the development projects. We are building mankind and civili- 
zation all at once. For example, we cannot postpone building a university 
or a university city. If some problems arise from that growth, and that 
extensive and rapid developmental and cultural development, we must get 

over them, for there will be time enough to solve them leter, at which time 
we will arrive at sensible solutions for then." 


With respect to Saudi journaliem, the amir of Riyadh province spoke of the 
role of the press in guiding society, and explained the importance of this 
role and what the information media are doing to develop and revive society. 
He reminded the journalists of the need for calm dialog and well-directed 
debate serving society and its deep-rooted Islamic traditions. 


Amir Salman ibm ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz said of Saudi women and their role in society, 
"T am not againet women working at jobs which suit their nature, and which 
do not cause them to forget their duty to their home, children and husband. 
Instead of a woman's relying on a servant and nursemaid to work in her home 
so that she can go out into the employment field, it would be better for her 
to look after her home herself. Women in our country have had a role in 
society for a long time. Among the Bedouin they look after the flocks and 
plant crops. At the present time there are women nurses, women doctors and 
women teachers. These jobs suit woman's nature, and society needs women in 
such fields." 
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SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


NEAR EAST AND AFRICA SERIAL REPORTS 


NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA REPORT 


WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 


Environmental Quality 

Epidemiology 

Law of the Sea 

Nuclear Development and Proliferation 
Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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